THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS

SUBJECT: DoD Policy on Submunition Reliability (U)

Submunition weapons employment in Southwest Asia and Kosovo, and major
theater war modeling, have revealed a significant unexploded ordnance (UXQ) concern.
The following establishes the Departments policy regarding submunition weapons
acquisition. The policy applies to systems delivered by aircraft, cruise missiles, artillery,
mortars, missiles, tanks, rocket launchers, or naval guns that are designed to attack land-
based targets and that deploy payloads of submunitions that detonate via target
acquisition, impact, or altitude, or self-destruct (or 2 combination thereof). It is the policy
of the DoD to reduce overall UXO through a process of improvement in submunition
system reliability—the desire is to field future submunitions with a 99% or higher
functioning rate. Submunition functioning rates may be lower under operational
conditions due to environmental factors such as terrain and weather.

Program Managers shall include the non-recurring cost of increasing the overal|
functioning rate; the operational use costs, including the cost of clearing UXO on test and
training ranges in accordance with DoD policy and operational requirements; and
disposal costs, as part of the life-cycle costs of all future submunition weapons. The
Program Manager should establish submunition functioning thresholds and objectives
that advance the process of improvement in system reliability, and that take into
consideration the benefits from reduced UXO (i.e., 2 cost-benefit analysis of increasing
the functioning rate (cost) and the resulting reduction in UXO (benefit)).

The Services may retain'legacy’submunitions until employed or superseded by
replacement systems in accordance with the above policy. The designation“legacy’would
apply to submunition weapon acquisiiiou programs reaching Milestone 11 prior to the
First Quarter of Fiscal Year 2005. "

The Services shall evaluate'legacy’ submunition weapons undergoing re-
procurement, product improvement, or block upgrades to determine whether
modifications should be made to bring them into compliance with the above policy.

The Services shall design and procure all future submunition weapons in
compliance with the above policy. A“futuré’ submunition weapon is one that will reach
Milestone [II in FY 2005 and beyond. Waivers to this policy for future ACAT [ and I
submunition weapons programs, shall require approval by the JROC.




This policy applies to a
Compliance with this policy shall be assess

Executive, as appropriate.

ed by the Component of

ﬁ?@

I acquisition category submunition weapons programs.

Defense Acquisition




