PATRIOT Advanced Capability (PAC-3) Acquisition Decision

Information Paper

· The Defense Acquisition Board (DAB), chaired by the Under Secretary of Defense (USD), Acquisition, Technology and Logistics (AT&L), met on October 31, 2002 to address the PATRIOT Advanced Capability (PAC-3) program.

· As a result of the PAC-3 DAB meeting, the USD (AT&L) made the following decisions:

· Approved the Acquisition Strategy, the Acquisition Program Baseline, and the PAC-3 missile configuration for procurement in FY 2003 and FY 2004.

· Approved the production of 208 PAC-3 missiles in FY 2003 and FY 2004.  

· Will recommend to the Secretary of Defense that the responsibility for all aspects of the PAC-3 program, including development and production, transfer from the Director, Missile Defense Agency (MDA), to the Secretary of the Army.  The Army will provide a plan that outlines the transfer to USD (AT&L).

· Directed the Director, MDA, to be responsible for the interoperability of PAC-3 capabilities within the overall Ballistic Missile Defense System (BMDS) architecture.

· Directed the Army to present an integrated plan for management and development of the PAC-3 and the Medium Extended Air Defense System (MEADS) elements to USD (AT&L).  

· Consistent with subsections 224(b) and (c) of title 10, United States Code, the PAC-3 program responsibility will not transfer from the Director, MDA, to the Secretary of the Army, until 60 days after the Secretary of the Defense notifies the congressional defense committees and certifies that the PAC-3 program has met his transfer criteria.  For the PAC-3 program, the USD (AT&L) has proposed that the Secretary of Defense establish the following criteria: technical maturity of the program, availability of facilities for production, and the Secretary of the Army’s commitment to procurement funding.

· Consistent with section 232 of the National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2003, research, development, test, and evaluation (RDT&E) responsibilities and funding related to Army requirements will transfer to the Secretary of the Army, and RDT&E responsibilities and funding related to the BMDS will remain with the Director, MDA.  Currently, all of the PAC-3 RDT&E funding supports Army requirements.

