
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

3010 DEFENSE PENTAGON 


WASHINGTON, DC 20301-3010 


ACQUISITION. JUL 1 7 2007TECHNOLCGY 
AND LOGISTICS 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS 

(ATTN: ACQUISITION EXECUTIVES) 


CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

(ATTN: USSOCOM ACQUlSITION EXECUTIVE) 


SUBJECT: Reducing Preventable Accidents -Memorandum of Agreement 

Responding to SECDEF memoranda of May 19, 2003, and June 22,2006, "Reducing 
Preventable Accidents," representatives from the Military Ilepartments (and their respective 
Weapon System and Laser Safety Boards), USSOCOM, and OUSD(AT&L) collaborated to 
create a USSOCOM joint safety review and certification process. Developed under the 
auspices of the Defense Safety Oversight Council (DSOC) and its Acquisition and 
Technology Programs Task Force (ATP TF), the process responds to deficiencies outlined by 
USSOCOM in Attachment A and intentionally complements the guidance provided in my 
memorandum of November 21,2006, to ensure that safety is adequately addressed. 

Emerging from 18 months of diligent effort, this certification process and its 
successful application to USSOCOM programs was briefed to the DSOC principals on 
February 5.2007, and documented in the OSD guidebook, which can be found at . . -
www.acq.osd.miliatptfi. Most recently, the process was successfully applied to the Mine 
Resistant Ambush Protected vehicle effort. USSOCOM represents a reasonable microcosm 
of the Department in terms of mix of platform types, systems, equipment, and munitions. 

As the first step in initiating this Department-wide effort, USSOCOM, working with 
the appropriate safety boards, has prepared the Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) found in 
Attachment B. The MoA reflects the relationship that will provide a roadmap for 
implementing and managing the joint safety review and certification process for 
USSOCOM-funded programs. This is an excellent first step, and 1encourage the designated 
individuals to sign it. As the next step, the ATP TF has drafted a prototype, Department- 
wide joint weapon safety review and certification process extrapolating from the USSOCOM 
model. 

It is incumbent upon the acquisition community to provide safe weapon systems to . 

our Warfighters in a timely and efficient manner. Your assistance in expeditiously fielding 

Attachments: 
As stated 



cc: 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel & Readiness 
Director, Defense Research and Engineering 
General Counsel of the Department of Defense 
Director, Operational Test and Evaluation 
Directors of the Defense Agencies 
Director, Acquisition Resources & Analysis 
Director, Systems & Software Engineering 



M E M O R N D M  FOR: SEE DISTRIBUTI* 

SJBJECT: w m r y  of Defense Safety Oversight Council Mmtk@ 

2 .  On July 8,2003, the Secretary of Dekfense established the.-% Safety 

programs safety wer  their entire l i e  GY&, i,e,, acquisition, 
produdkw and fieklirrg. 

2. United States Oprations Command (USSWM) ,  whkh wndu6(s 
jdn l  rrystm acqui ,has asked the ATP TF to review the current p r a m  
requiw USSOCOM to obta~n releases/certif"tiom ffmmultiple system s a f e  
boards for the same system. USSOCOM has this practice 
increases the costrrnd time to field a system. , USSOCOM has 
requested the ATP TF to charter an Integrated Produd "Psam (fPT) to dev&p a 
DoD roadmap for a joint system safety release/cem&n process. Su& a 
process would accelerate the fwiding of equipment and systems, without 
sacrcf~cingthe w  y  of !he warfighter. 

3. We are jointly hosting a forum to discuss the Issueand identify a wei lzr tad 
for resolution. The forum wilt Isrl he&$JuI~i21,2005,at the P e n t a w  h 
?con. 2C5%(#2) i ron 1200-1700. . trt of you! responsibil:$ relalive lo  a 
Defense Safety Board, we request your participation tn this foturn. 

4. 	F%amdirect vour RSVP and (1 s eoncemtna the forum tv Dr. Elizabeth 
had at (703)697-481a5,M227) or 
Questions relative to tha USSOCOM 

concerns can be directed to LTC George F. Durden (813) 828-9466 (DSN 299) 

5. We look fon%ard[t, working with you on this important issue. 



DISTRIBUTION: 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, NAVAL ORDNANCE, SAFETY AND SECURITY 
ACTIVITY, A T N .  MR. DAVID C. SCHULTE, INDlAN HEAD, MD, 
23 STRAUSS AVENUE, BLDG D-323, INDIAN HEAD, MD 20640-5555 

HQ AFSCBEVV, ATTN: COLONEL BARRY N. OLSON, CHIEF. WEAPONS 
SAFETY DIVISION, 97006,AVENUE, S.E., KIRTLAND AFB, NM 871 17- 
5670 

COMMANDER, AIR FORCE MEDICAL SUPPORTAGENCY, OFFICE OF THE 
SURGEON GENEWL, ATTN: COL PAUL B. CHRISTIANSON, 110 LUKE 
AVENUE, ROOM 405. BOLLlNG AFB. DC 20032-7050 

NAVAL AIR SYSTEMS COMMAND, ATTN: CDR RUSS LAWRY, 47123 BUSE 
RD , BLDG 2272, SUITE 347, PATUXENT RIVER, MD 20670-1547 

UNITED STATES ARMY FUSE MANAGEMENT OFFICE, AMSRD-AAR-AIF, 
ATTN: LEE SPRINGER, PICATINNY, NJ 07806-5000 

HQDA, DEP CHIEF OF STAFF, GI,  DAPE-MR. ATTN: DR. MICHAEL 
DRILLINGS, 300 ARMY PENTAGON, WASHINGTON, DC 20320 



MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

AMONG 

United States Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) 

Assistant Secretary of the Army (Acquisition, Logistics, & Technology) 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Research, Development, & Acquisition) 

Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Acquisition) 

SUBJECT: Joint Weapon, Munition and Laser Safety Review and Approval Process in 
Support of USSOCOM 

1. ENCLOSURE (1): Joint Weapons Safety Review Guide Supporting USSOCOM 

2. 	PURPOSE: This MOA defines Joint weapon, munition and laser safety reviews and 
approvals for expeditiously fielding safe weapon systems to USSOCOM and its 
component commands. 

3. 	BACKGROUND: Acquisition programs within USSOCOM are joint programs that 
support SOF components. In the past, separate safety certifications and/or releases were 
required from multiple Military Department safety review boards to field these systems, 
causing frequent delays, increased costs, and duplication of testing. This MOA improves 
the Joint weapon, munition and laser safety review and certification process by 
eliminating the need for multiple board reviews and certifications. OUSD (AT&LISSE) is 
the proponent for the enclosure (1) guide, and in coordination with the Military 
Departments and USSOCOM, is the point of contact for periodic coordination and review 
of the enclosure (1) guide. 

4. 	 SCOPE: This MOA delineates the responsibilities and procedures for implementing and 
managing the Joint safety review and approval process for USSOCOM funded programs. 

5. 	RESPONSIBILITIES: 

a. USSOCOM shall: 

(1) Identify the appropriate Military Department and request they manage the safety 
certification for the weapon under development for USSOCOM weapon 
acquisition programs; notify the other Military Departments of the decision made 
in response to the request; and provide program and technical information 
necessary to support the lead Military Department's safety certification efforts. 



(2) The appropriate USSOCOM acquisition officials (SOAE, PEO, PM) will act as 
the risk acceptance authority, per DoDI 5000.2. 

b. Military Departments shall: 

(1) 	Identify Service Safety Review Coordinators (SSRC), as defined in enclosure ( I ) ,  
to support the lead safety certification Department. 

(2) Support the lead safety certification Department, which in turn will coordinate 
reviews of designs, testing data, and all technical and safety analyses with the 
other interested Departments, and resolve conflicting issues, comments, and 
concerns. 

6. PROCESS: The Military Departments and USSOCOM agree to follow the process 
contained in the enclosure (1) guide. 

7. This MOA will remain in effect until revised, superseded by the mutual agreement of the 
signatory organizations, or cancelled. 

Dr. DALE UHLER Mr. CLAUDE M. ROLTON 
USSOCOM Acquisition Executive Assistant Secretary of the Army (AL&T) 
Date: Date: 

Dr. DELORES ETTER Ms. SUE PAYTON 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy (RD&A) Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 
Date: (Acquisition) 

Date: 


