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Mr. Stephen P. Welby 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 

 for Systems Engineering 
 
Mr. Stephen P. Welby was appointed the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Systems Engineering in September 2009.  He is the principal systems engineering advisor 
to the Secretary of Defense and is responsible for establishing and executing engineering 
policy and oversight across the Department. His responsibilities include pre-acquisition 
development planning; engineering support to design, development and manufacturing; 
and independent engineering review, technical risk assessment and engineering analysis 
across the Department's portfolio of major acquisition programs.  He provides functional 
leadership to more than 40,000 Defense acquisition professionals in the DoD systems 
planning, research, development, and engineering (SPRDE) and production, quality, and 
manufacturing (PQM) workforce. Mr Welby also serves as the Defense Standardization 
Executive. 
 
Mr. Welby has over 23 years of government and industrial experience in technology and 
product development, including senior leadership positions at the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA). His experience includes development of leading-
edge aeronautical and space systems, robotics, advanced weapons, high-performance 
software, and military sensor systems. 
 
Mr. Welby holds a Bachelor of Science degree in chemical engineering from The Cooper 
Union for the Advancement of Science and Art, a Master's degree in business 
administration from the Texas A&M University, and Master’s degrees in computer science 
and applied mathematics from The Johns Hopkins University.  

 

 


