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$37.8 MILLION AWARDED TO UNIVERSITIES FOR RESEARCH EQUIPMENT

The Department of Defense (DoD) today announced plans to award $37.8 million to
academic institutions to support the purchase of research instrumentation. The 165 awards to
83 academic institutions are being made under the Defense University Research Instrumentation
Program (DURIP). The awards are expected to range from $50,000 to $990,000 and average
approximately $230,000.

"The department has a vested interest in ensuring that our nation has the talent needed to
help us sustain our technology advantage,” said Zachary Lemnios, assistant secretary of defense
for research and engineering. "Providing awards for much needed equipment helps U.S.
universities provide the world-class research and related education that attracts future DoD
researchers and engineers."

DURIP supports the purchase of state-of-the-art equipment that augments current
university capabilities or develops new university capabilities to perform cutting-edge defense
research. DURIP meets a critical need by enabling university researchers to purchase scientific
equipment costing $50,000 or more to conduct DoD-relevant research. Researchers generally
have difficulty purchasing instruments costing that much under research contracts and grants.

These planned awards are the result of a merit competition for DURIP funding conducted
by the Army Research Office, Office of Naval Research, and Air Force Office of Scientific
Research. Each organization requested proposals from university investigators conducting
science and engineering research of importance to DoD. This includes research underpinning
advances in surface chemistry and physics, computing and networks, electronics and
electro-optics, neuroscience, fluid dynamics and propulsion, robotics and autonomous systems,
and ocean, environmental, and biological science and engineering. In response to the requests,
the research organizations collectively received more than 800 proposals requesting
$243 million in support for research equipment.

All awards are subject to the successful completion of negotiations between DoD research
offices and the academic institutions.

The list of winning proposals may be obtained at http://www.defenselink.mil/news.
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