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Chem-Bio News

1.    OBAMA TO LIMIT USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS:  “President Obama will today 
announce that he is to dramatically narrow the conditions under which the United States will 
use nuclear weapons, even for self-defence.”

2.   COLUMBUS AIR TEST FINDS TULAREMIA-CAUSING BACTERIA:  “The genetic 
bacterium that causes Tularemia was picked up in an air sample at a test site in Columbus, 
prompting authorities to notify the Centers For Disease Control and Prevention and the FBI, 
according to Columbus Public Health.” 

3.    ISRAEL DISTRIBUTES BIOCHEMICAL WAR PROTECTION KITS:  “Israel Tuesday 
began distributing millions of protection kits against biochemical warfare, Deputy Defence 
Minister Matan Vilnai announced, stressing the campaign was not linked to any imminent 
threat.” 

4.    HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD WANTS MORE WORK ON DRAFT STUDY:  “The 
second draft is needed because of the breadth and depth of comments being submitted on 
the initial draft of the study and the document's potential impact on environmental cleanup 
decisions long into the future, the board said. Usually the next step would be to release a 
final study rather than a second draft for public comment.” 

5.   AGREEMENT SIGNED TO SET UP A LOW ENRICHED URANIUM RESERVE:  “On 29 
March 2010, IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano and the Director General of the Russian 
Federation´s State Atomic Energy Corporation (ROSATOM), Sergey Kiriyenko, signed an 
agreement to establish a reserve of low enriched uranium (LEU) for supply to the IAEA for 
its Member States to be located at the International Uranium Enrichment Centre in Angarsk, 
Russia.” 

6.  KNOX FIRM TO REMOVE NUKE SOURCES AT ORNL:  “As part of a major cleanup 
contract at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Knoxville-based Safety and Ecology Corp. will be 
responsible for removing and disposing of a half-dozen radioactive sources that once 
provided remote power for the military.” 

7.  AUSTRALIA BLOCKS CARGO TO PAKISTAN ON WMD CONCERNS:  “Australia has 
blocked a commercial shipment of scientific equipment to Pakistan over concerns it could be 
destined for a weapons of mass destruction programme, Defence Minister John Faulkner 
said.” 

 

 Chem-Demil News 

1.   REVIEW DONE OF EXPOSURE AT UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT:  “The analysis 
indicated issues fell into the categories of conduct of operations, procedural compliance, 
mustard agent awareness and entry planning process, according to the Army Chemical 
Materials Agency.”
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OBAMA TO LIMIT USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS
By Anne Barrowclough
The Times (UK)
April 06, 2010
 
“President Obama will today announce that he is to dramatically narrow the conditions under 
which the United States will use nuclear weapons, even for self-defence.
 
In an interview with The New York Times ahead of the unveiling of his much anticipated 
revamped nuclear policy, Mr Obama said an exception would be made for "outliers like Iran 
and North Korea" that have violated the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.
 
But in a striking departure from the position taken by his predecessors, he said that the US 
would explicitly commit for the first time to not using nuclear weapons against non-nuclear 
states that adhere to the nuclear treaty, even if they attack with biological or chemical 
weapons.”
 
…..
 
“In the interview, he stopped short of the hoped-for blanket declaration that the US would 
never be the first to use nuclear weapons — no first-use, as it is called. Arguing instead for a 
slower course of action, he said: “We are going to want to make sure that we can continue 
to move towards less emphasis on nuclear weapons, to make sure that our conventional 
weapons capability is an effective deterrent in all but the most extreme circumstances.”
 
But he went further than expected in other areas, saying that the new strategy would 
renounce the development of any new nuclear weapons to set an example for moving the 
world toward making nuclear weapons obsolete.
 
He said threats such as biological or chemical attacks could be deterred with “a series of 
graded options,” a combination of old and newly designed conventional weapons. “I’m going 
to preserve all the tools that are necessary in order to make sure that the American people 
are safe and secure,” he said in the interview,which took place in the Oval Office.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/
us_and_americas/article7088561.ece
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COLUMBUS AIR TEST FINDS TULAREMIA-CAUSING BACTERIA
10TV.com



April 01, 2010
 
“Health officials were assessing the results of air sampling that detected the presence of a 
potentially dangerous bacteria this week, 10TV News reported on Thursday.
 
The genetic bacterium that causes Tularemia was picked up in an air sample at a test site in 
Columbus, prompting authorities to notify the Centers For Disease Control and Prevention 
and the FBI, according to Columbus Public Health.”
 
…..
 
“Health officials said the bacterium was detected by a new, more sensitive process that was 
implemented on Thursday.
 
Tularemia bacterium does occur naturally in the environment in Ohio, health officials said. 
The last human case in Franklin County was in 2009 and was the result of tick bite.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.10tv.com/live/content/local/stories/2010/04/01/
story-columbus-tularemia-test.html?sid=102
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ISRAEL DISTRIBUTES BIOCHEMICAL WAR PROTECTION KITS
Agence France-Presse on Yahoo! News
April 06, 2010
 
“Israel Tuesday began distributing millions of protection kits against biochemical warfare, 
Deputy Defence Minister Matan Vilnai announced, stressing the campaign was not linked to 
any imminent threat.”
 
…..
 
"Every family in Israel can receive these kits at home and be instructed on how to use them 
by Israeli postal workers, at an average cost of 25 shekels (five dollars), or pick them up 
free of charge at post office counters."
 
The full article can be found at:  http://ca.news.yahoo.com/s/afp/100406/world/
israel_military_defence_iran_syria
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HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD WANTS MORE WORK ON DRAFT STUDY
By Annette Cary
The TriCity Herald
April 07, 2010



 
“The second draft is needed because of the breadth and depth of comments being submitted 
on the initial draft of the study and the document's potential impact on environmental 
cleanup decisions long into the future, the board said. Usually the next step would be to 
release a final study rather than a second draft for public comment.”
 
…..
 
“The draft study, called the Tank Closure and Waste Management Environmental Impact 
Statement, "is incredibly complicated and the board does not support in total the package of 
options contained in any of the alternatives that were presented in the draft document," the 
board said.
 
Among recommended decisions the 6,000-page draft recommends are entombing Hanford's 
Fast Flux Test Facility, emptying 99 percent of waste from underground tanks, leaving the 
emptied tanks in the ground and continuing to ban some, but not all, radioactive waste from 
being sent to Hanford.
 
Much of the board's advice covered concerns about importing radioactive waste to Hanford 
and cleanup at the tank farms, where 53 million gallons of radioactive waste are held in 
underground tanks.
 
The board wants DOE to evaluate what would be in the radioactive waste that would remain 
in the bottom of the tanks if up to 1 percent of waste is not retrieved due to technical 
challenges. The board is concerned that the document assumes that the concentration of 
contaminants at the bottom of the tanks is in the same proportion as the bulk of the tank 
waste. The underground tanks have capacities of as much as 1 million gallons each.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2010/04/07/966867/hanford-
advisory-board-wants-more.html
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AGREEMENT SIGNED TO SET UP A LOW ENRICHED URANIUM RESERVE 
By Sasha Henriques
International Atomic Energy Agency News Release
March 29, 2010
 
“On 29 March 2010, IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano and the Director General of the 
Russian Federation´s State Atomic Energy Corporation (ROSATOM), Sergey Kiriyenko, 
signed an agreement to establish a reserve of low enriched uranium (LEU) for supply to the 
IAEA for its Member States to be located at the International Uranium Enrichment Centre in 
Angarsk, Russia.
 
The LEU reserve of 120 tonnes is valued at roughly USD $250 million.
 
Its establishment and maintenance is to be funded by the Russian Federation, including the 



relevant costs of storage, safety, security and safeguards. LEU from the reserve, which is 
supplied to a Member State by the IAEA, would be provided at the prevailing market spot 
price, and the resulting proceeds would be used to replenish the reserve.
 
The LEU reserve is being established to provide Member States protection against possible 
supply disruptions unrelated to technical or commercial considerations.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.iaea.org/NewsCenter/News/2010/
uraniumfuelbank.html
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KNOX FIRM TO REMOVE NUKE SOURCES AT ORNL
By Frank Munger
The Knoxville News
April 05, 2010
 
“As part of a major cleanup contract at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Knoxville-based 
Safety and Ecology Corp. will be responsible for removing and disposing of a half-dozen 
radioactive sources that once provided remote power for the military.
 
SEC recently won a $16.8 million contract that involves the decommissioning and demolition 
of 34 old nuclear facilities at ORNL. The work is being funded by the Department of Energy 
with money from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
 
According to DOE, the contract includes the removal of devices known as RTGs - or 
radioisotope thermoelectric generators - that have been stored at ORNL for decades.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2010/apr/05/knox-firm-to-
remove-nuke-sources-at-ornl/
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AUSTRALIA BLOCKS CARGO TO PAKISTAN ON WMD CONCERNS
By James Regan
Reuters
April 06, 2010
 
“Australia has blocked a commercial shipment of scientific equipment to Pakistan over 
concerns it could be destined for a weapons of mass destruction programme, Defence 
Minister John Faulkner said.
 
In evoking Australia's Weapons of Mass Destruction Act, Faulkner said there were 
"unacceptable risks" of the shipment ending up in the wrong hands.
 



An Australian company had attempted to export two "atomic absorption 
spectrophotometers" to Pakistan worth $125,000 ($115,000), according to local media 
reports.
 
The machines are used to measure the content of metals in various substances.
 
A statement issued by Faulkner's office said there was no suggestion of wrongdoing by the 
Australian company.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://in.reuters.com/article/southAsiaNews/idINIndia-
47477220100406
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 Chem-Demil News 

REVIEW DONE OF EXPOSURE AT UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT
By Annette Cary
The TriCity Herald
April 06, 2010
 
“The state of Oregon has given approval to start a trial burn of the remaining mustard agent 
but that will not be done until corporate officials at URS, which is the incinerator contractor, 
and the Army review and approve corrections related to the contamination incident, said Hal 
McCune, protocol officer for the disposal facility. Some mustard agent already has been 
destroyed in earlier tests at the incinerator.”
 
…..
 
“The workers earlier had spotted the drop but assumed it was oil, McCune said. One of the 
workers later forgot it was there and sat on it.
 
Procedure at the incinerator requires workers to immediately evacuate if there is an 
unknown substance, and that was not strictly followed, McCune said. The contamination was 
not discovered until an alarm in an airlock sounded after they finished work and were 
leaving the area.
 
There also were possible communication issues between the workers and the control room 
where the workers were being watched via video.
 
A control room operator may have been distracted, McCune said. In addition, a policy that 
the workers and control room operators repeat back communications to each other to make 
sure they were clear was not followed as precisely as it could have been, he said.
 
In addition, the equipment should have been thoroughly decontaminated after last being 



used on mustard agent to prevent the drop from falling on the weights.
 
The analysis indicated issues fell into the categories of conduct of operations, procedural 
compliance, mustard agent awareness and entry planning process, according to the Army 
Chemical Materials Agency.
 
All crews are receiving refresher training to emphasize the importance of recognizing 
potential contamination and risks from contact with chemical agents.
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2010/04/06/965471/review-
done-of-exposure-at-umatilla.html
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