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Chem-Bio News

1.    RESCUING A POTENTIAL NUKE FROM THE CHILE QUAKE:  “On Feb. 26, 
Bieniawski, the assistant deputy administrator for the U.S. National Nuclear Security 
Administration (NNSA), had arrived in Santiago, Chile, to join a group of scientists and 
nuclear engineers on a top-secret mission to remove a potential nuclear bomb from the 
country. Around 40 lb. (18 kg) of highly enriched uranium (HEU) — with enough latent 
energy to destroy a portion of a city — had already been inventoried, secured and made 
ready for transport to a highly secure facility in the U.S.”

2.   ISRAELI PM NETANYAHU PULLS OUT OF US NUCLEAR SUMMIT:  “Mr Netanyahu 
made the decision after learning that Egypt and Turkey intended to raise the issue of Israel's 
presumed nuclear arsenal, the officials said.” 

3.    SUPREME COURT: NO REVIEW OF AWARD FOR US NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTS:  
“US settled a claim more than 25 years ago over damage from its 67 nuclear weapons tests 
in the South Pacific. But Marshall Islands residents claim compensation was not 'just' under 
the Constitution and sued. The US Supreme Court on Monday declined to hear their case.” 

4.    OBAMA ADMINISTRATION SCRAPS QUARANTINE REGULATIONS:  “The Obama 
administration has quietly scrapped plans to enact sweeping new federal quarantine 
regulations that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention touted four years ago as 
critical to protecting Americans from dangerous diseases spread by travelers.” 

5.   HUGE HOT CELLS AT HANFORD TO BE REMOVED:  “It is the most difficult, complex 
and hazardous work that Washington Closure Hanford expects to face in demolishing old 
nuclear facilities at Hanford along the Columbia River, said Tom Kisenwether of Washington 
Closure.” 

Chem-Demil News 

1.    CHEMICAL DEMILITARIZATION CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COMMISSIONS:   A USA 
Chemical Materials Agency fact sheet describing the Citizen’s Advisory Commissions and 
their roles.

2.   PUEBLO CHEMICAL DEPOT - COMMENT PERIOD EXTENDED ON CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS PLAN:  “The Defense Department has extended to April 30 a public-comment 
period on the environmental assessment of a controversial plan to destroy 125,000 of the 
780,000 weapons at the Pueblo Chemical Depot using explosive technologies.”
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RESCUING A POTENTIAL NUKE FROM THE CHILE QUAKE
By Eben Harrell



Time.com
April 08, 2010
 
“On Feb. 26, Bieniawski, the assistant deputy administrator for the U.S. National Nuclear 
Security Administration (NNSA), had arrived in Santiago, Chile, to join a group of scientists 
and nuclear engineers on a top-secret mission to remove a potential nuclear bomb from the 
country. Around 40 lb. (18 kg) of highly enriched uranium (HEU) — with enough latent 
energy to destroy a portion of a city — had already been inventoried, secured and made 
ready for transport to a highly secure facility in the U.S.”
 
…..
 
“Unable to reach one of the sites by phone, the head of the Chilean nuclear agency, 
Fernando Lopez-Lizana, eventually had to drive there himself. (See pictures of the removal 
of the Chilean uranium.)
 
After Lopez-Lizana reported that the uranium was accounted for, the NNSA team had to shift 
it through a crisis zone to a port on high alert for tsunamis. And their cargo was unstable. 
HEU must be stored and shipped in certain geometrical configurations — long, flat sheets, 
for instance — so that it does not spontaneously start a nuclear chain reaction, spewing out 
heat and radioactive by-products. When it has been used in a nuclear reactor, as some of 
the Chilean HEU had been, it becomes radioactive. Twelve hours before the earthquake, the 
NNSA engineers had overseen the fitting of 1,500-lb. (680 kg) protective impact limiters on 
the material, designed to shield it from the force of an explosion — or, indeed, an 
earthquake — and placed an airtight cask around the irradiated uranium. They felt confident 
the packages would not jostle around and suddenly go critical or leak. But how to get them 
out of a country in chaos?
 
For the following four days, Bieniawski and his team plus a U.S. shipping contractor met 
with Chilean officials to plan an escape route. The meetings had an odd quality — 
aftershocks twice spilled coffee from cups. The original plan was to ship the HEU to the U.S. 
from the Chilean port of San Antonio, but it had been destroyed by a tsunami, so eventually 
the team decided to use the port of Valparaiso, 50 miles (80 km) to the north. On the 
evening of March 2, the officials and security teams met at the Lo Aguirre military base 
about 25 miles (40 km) from Santiago, which contained a military reactor built in 1977 for 
unspecified "defense purposes." The power was out, and moments before the convoy pulled 
out, the earth shook with yet another strong aftershock, with its epicenter at Valparaiso.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.time.com/time/world/
article/0,8599,1978713,00.html?xid=rss-topstories
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ISRAELI PM NETANYAHU PULLS OUT OF US NUCLEAR SUMMIT
BBC
April 09, 2010
 



“Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu has cancelled a visit to the US where he was to attend a 
summit on nuclear security, Israeli officials say.
 
Mr Netanyahu made the decision after learning that Egypt and Turkey intended to raise the 
issue of Israel's presumed nuclear arsenal, the officials said.
 
Mr Obama is due to host dozens of world leaders at the two-day conference, which begins in 
Washington on Monday.
 
Israel has never confirmed or denied that it possesses atomic weapons.
 
Israel's Intelligence and Atomic Energy Minister Dan Meridor will take Netanyahu's place in 
the nuclear summit, Israeli radio said.
 
More than 40 countries are expected at the meeting, which will focus on preventing the 
spread of nuclear weapons to militant groups.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8610595.stm

Return to Top 

SUPREME COURT: NO REVIEW OF AWARD FOR US NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTS
By Warren Richey
The Christian Science Monitor
April 05, 2010
 
“The US Supreme Court on Monday declined to take up a challenge by residents of a string 
of South Pacific islands seeking "just compensation" for losing their homes and their land to 
US nuclear weapons testing conducted in the islands from 1946 to 1958.
 
Portions of the coral-fringed atolls were vaporized in 67 nuclear explosions ranging from 
0.19 kilotons to a 15-megaton blast equivalent to 1,000 Hiroshima bombs. Nuclear fallout 
rained down on what remained of the islands.”
 
…..
 
“The action upholds a decision by the US Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit dismissing 
two lawsuits seeking fair payment from the US government for the people of Bikini Atoll and 
Enewetak Atoll.
 
The appeals court ruled in January 2009 that the government of the Marshall Islands had 
settled the same claims more than 25 years earlier in a comprehensive agreement with the 
US government. Under that agreement, the US paid $150 million into an investment fund 
administered by officials of the Marshall Islands, with $45.75 million set aside to pay claims.
 
Island residents voted to approve the agreement in 1983. Congress and the president 
followed suit in 1986, and the agreement was finalized.



 
The agreement acknowledged that island officials were authorized to petition Congress for 
additional funds in the event of “changed circumstances.” But it also said the settlement 
would provide the final and unreviewable resolution of any claims made by the people of the 
Marshall Islands against the US for its nuclear testing.
 
In 2000 and 2001, a Marshall Islands nuclear claims tribunal awarded $563 million in 
compensation and cleanup costs to residents of Bikini Atoll, and $385 million to residents of 
Enewetak Atoll. But the tribunal lacked the funds to pay the awards. In 2002 and 2003, the 
tribunal paid residents of Enewetak $1.6 million of the $385 million award. Residents of 
Bikini received $2.3 million of the $563 million award.
 
Marshall Islands officials cited “changed circumstances” and asked Congress to provide more 
money. Congress refused.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0405/
Supreme-Court-No-review-of-award-for-US-nuclear-weapons-tests
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OBAMA ADMINISTRATION SCRAPS QUARANTINE REGULATIONS
By Allison Young
USA Today
April 01, 2010
 
“The Obama administration has quietly scrapped plans to enact sweeping new federal 
quarantine regulations that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention touted four years 
ago as critical to protecting Americans from dangerous diseases spread by travelers.
 
The regulations, proposed in 2005 during the Bush administration amid fears of avian flu, 
would have given the federal government additional powers to detain sick airline passengers 
and those exposed to certain diseases. They also would have expanded requirements for 
airlines to report ill passengers to the CDC and mandated that airlines collect and maintain 
contact information for fliers in case they later needed to be traced as part of an 
investigation into an outbreak.
 
Airline and civil liberties groups, which had opposed the rules, praised their withdrawal.
 
The Air Transport Association had decried them as imposing "unprecedented" regulations on 
airlines at costs they couldn't afford. "We think that the CDC was right to withdraw the 
proposed rule," association spokeswoman Elizabeth Merida said Thursday.
 
The American Civil Liberties Union had objected to potential passenger privacy rights 
violations and the proposal's "provisional quarantine" rule. That rule would have allowed the 
CDC to detain people involuntarily for three business days if the agency believed they had 
certain diseases: pandemic flu, infectious tuberculosis, plague, cholera, SARS, smallpox, 



yellow fever, diphtheria or viral hemorrhagic fevers such as Ebola.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2010-04-01-
quarantine_N.htm
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HUGE HOT CELLS AT HANFORD TO BE REMOVED 
By Annette Cary
The TriCity Herald
April 09, 2010
 
“Work has begun to stabilize and remove highly contaminated hot cells that stand up to 
three stories high at Hanford.
 
It is the most difficult, complex and hazardous work that Washington Closure Hanford 
expects to face in demolishing old nuclear facilities at Hanford along the Columbia River, 
said Tom Kisenwether of Washington Closure.
 
The five hot cells being cleaned up are in the 324 Building in Hanford's 300 Area just north 
of Richland. They were built to allow Hanford employees to work with highly radioactive 
materials without being exposed to radiation.
 
Workers would stand outside the hot cells and use controls to operate manipulators inside 
the cells, watching what they were doing through leaded-glass windows.
 
The tallest of the cells is narrow and stands three stories tall. But the largest has dimensions 
of 24-by-30-by-16 feet.
 
All have concrete walls 4 to 6 feet thick and lined with stainless steel. They have multiple 
crawl spaces, manipulator ports, ductwork, utilities, tanks, pipes, cranes and other systems 
and components cast into or attached to the facility.
 
Contamination within the hot cells has been fixed in place with a sealant and work has 
begun to fill the hot cells with grout or concrete. Then the concrete-filled cells will be cut into 
blocks weighing 20 tons to almost 1,000 tons each.
 
The blocks will be packaged and taken to the Environmental Restoration Disposal Facility, a 
low-level radioactive waste landfill in central Hanford. The concrete will provide shielding for 
the radiation, allowing the hot cell blocks to meet the landfill's standards for radioactivity.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2010/04/09/969655/huge-
hot-cells-at-hanford-to-be.html
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CHEMICAL DEMILITARIZATION CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COMMISSIONS
USA Chemical Materials Agency Fact Sheet
Undated
 
“Public involvement is key to the U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency’s successful chemical 
weapons storage and disposal efforts. CMA encourages citizens in communities where 
chemical weapons stockpiles exist to become informed about and involved in the safe 
storage and disposal of the chemical weapons, and to provide input and feedback to the 
program’s decision-making process.
 
Community members also can give their input about the disposal project to members of 
their Citizens’ Advisory Commission (CAC). The CACs provide a vital public involvement link 
between the communities, state agencies and the Army. These commissions were formed to 
represent community interests.
 
Each CAC consists of an average of nine members comprised of state officials with technical 
expertise and citizens from the region where the stockpile site is located. Members are 
appointed by the governor of the state where the stockpile is located. CAC members are not 
paid, but the commissions are funded by the Army to cover administrative costs.
 
The CACs were created as part of the National Defense Authorization Act in 1993 for states 
in which low-volume chemical weapons stockpiles existed. These states included Indiana, 
Kentucky and Maryland. CACs were later established in each of the other states
that maintain chemical weapons stockpiles:  Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Oregon and Utah.
 
Each CAC meets with a representative of the Secretary of the Army at least twice per year, 
although many meet more often. These meetings are open to the community.
 
At meetings, members discuss the Army’s disposal of chemical weapons and how this
may affect the state and local communities. CACs can have a significant impact on project 
activities within a particular state. For example, in Maryland and Indiana the CAC provided 
valuable input for the Army’s selection of the alternative technologies used at those sites.
 
Please contact your local Citizens’ Advisory Commission for more information:
Alabama—Erma Wilkins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (256) 236-9907
Arkansas—Betsy Francis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(870) 489-0770, cbdtrf44@yahoo.com
Colorado—Irene Kornelly . . . . . . . . . . . . . (719) 591-5157, ikornelly@pcisys.net
Kentucky—Doug Hindman . . . . . . . . . . . . (859) 985-0022, douglas.hindman@eku.edu
Oregon—Jeffrey Wenholz . . . . . . . . . . . . . (541) 922-3156, irrmotors@oregontrail.net
Utah—Deborah Kim-Burr . . . . . . . . . . . . . (801) 359-7454, debbie.kim@ieminc.com
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.cma.army.mil/fndocumentviewer.aspx?
DocID=003676810
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PUEBLO CHEMICAL DEPOT - COMMENT PERIOD EXTENDED ON CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS PLAN
By John Norton
The Pueblo Chieftain
April 03, 2010
 
“The Defense Department has extended to April 30 a public-comment period on the 
environmental assessment of a controversial plan to destroy 125,000 of the 780,000 
weapons at the Pueblo Chemical Depot using explosive technologies.”
 
…..
 
“A second public meeting on the environmental assessment will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. 
April 27 at the Olde Towne Carriage House, 102 S. Victoria Ave., in Pueblo. In addition, the 
commission will hold its next regular April 28 at 6 p.m. at the McHarg Park Community 
Center, 405 Second St. in Avondale.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.chieftain.com/news/local/article_34c29156-
3eed-11df-8041-001cc4c03286.html
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