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Chem-Bio News

1.      NATION'S LABORATORY RESPONSE NETWORK MARKS FIRST DECADE OF PROTECTING   
PUBLIC HEALTH:  “Founded in 1999 by the Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL), the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to test 
for agents of bioterrorism, the Laboratory Response Network has evolved to become the nation's 
laboratory resource for response to emerging infectious diseases, toxic spills, natural disasters, 
chemical terrorism and other public health threats.”

2.      WEST WARNED ON NUCLEAR TERRORIST THREAT FROM PAKISTAN:    “Dr Kilcullen also 
cautioned Western governments against focusing too heavily on Afghanistan at the expense of the 
intensifying crisis in Pakistan, because "the Kabul tail was wagging the dog". 

3.      RESIDUE ON MONEY CAUSES SCARE AT BANK:    “A teller at a Plainfield National City bank 
branch became nauseated and dizzy this afternoon after accepting a deposit which had white powder 
residue on the money, causing an emergency response and closing the bank for the day.” 

4.      UAE SIGNS DEAL WITH IAEA ON NUCLEAR SAFEGUARDS:    “The UAE and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) on Wednesday signed an Additional Protocol to the safeguards agreement 
between the Agency and the UAE Government, establishing a procedure for inspections of nuclear 
facilities and operations.” 
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NATION'S LABORATORY RESPONSE NETWORK MARKS FIRST DECADE OF PROTECTING 
PUBLIC HEALTH
Medical News Today
March 31, 2009
 
“The Laboratory Response Network (LRN), the national laboratory system charged with protecting the 
public in health emergencies, will mark its first decade at its national meeting in Orlando, Florida, April 
1-3, 2009.
 
Founded in 1999 by the Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL), the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to test for agents of 
bioterrorism, the Laboratory Response Network has evolved to become the nation's laboratory resource 
for response to emerging infectious diseases, toxic spills, natural disasters, chemical terrorism and 
other public health threats.
 
LRN member laboratories conduct confirmatory testing of specimens referred by clinical laboratories, 
law enforcement agencies, the armed forces and other partner agencies. The results of their analysis 
determine emergency response measures.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/144223.php
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WEST WARNED ON NUCLEAR TERRORIST THREAT FROM PAKISTAN
By  Paul McGeough
Watoday.com.au



April 11, 2009
 
“The next few months will be crucial in defusing a global terrorist threat that would be even deadlier 
than the conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq, a leading Washington counter-terrorism expert warns.
 
David Kilcullen — a former Australian army lieutenant colonel who helped devise the US troop surge 
that revitalised the American campaign in Iraq — fears Pakistan is at risk of falling under al-Qaeda 
control.
 
If that were to happen, the terrorist group could end up controlling what Dr Kilcullen calls 
"Talibanistan". "Pakistan is what keeps me awake at night," said Dr Kilcullen, who was a specialist 
adviser for the Bush administration and is now a consultant to the Obama White House.
 
"Pakistan has 173 million people and 100 nuclear weapons, an army which is bigger than the American 
army, and the headquarters of al-Qaeda sitting in two-thirds of the country which the Government does 
not control."
 
"The best-case scenario is that the US can deal with Afghanistan, with President Obama giving 
leadership while the extra American troops succeed on the ground, at the same time as Mr Holbrooke 
seeks a regional security deal."
 
The worst case was that Washington would fail to stabilise Afghanistan, Pakistan would collapse and al-
Qaeda would end up running what he called "Talibanistan".
 
Dr Kilcullen also cautioned Western governments against focusing too heavily on Afghanistan at the 
expense of the intensifying crisis in Pakistan, because "the Kabul tail was wagging the dog". Contrasting 
the challenges in the two countries, Dr Kilcullen described Afghanistan as a campaign to defend a 
reconstruction program.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.watoday.com.au/world/west-warned-on-nuclear-terrorist-
threat-from-pakistan-20090413-a4ac.html
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RESIDUE ON MONEY CAUSES SCARE AT BANK
By Michael Kertez
Chicago Breaking News Center
April 11, 2009
 
“A teller at a Plainfield National City bank branch became nauseated and dizzy this afternoon after 
accepting a deposit which had white powder residue on the money, causing an emergency response 
and closing the bank for the day.
 
Police said the teller vomited and was treated by paramedics, but did not need to be taken to a 
hospital. “
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.chicagobreakingnews.com/2009/04/residue-on-money-
causes-scare-at-plainfield-bank.html
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UAE SIGNS DEAL WITH IAEA ON NUCLEAR SAFEGUARDS
Gulfnews.com
April 8, 2009
 
“The UAE and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) on Wednesday signed an Additional 



Protocol to the safeguards agreement between the Agency and the UAE Government, establishing a 
procedure for inspections of nuclear facilities and operations.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.gulfnews.com/nation/Government/10302502.html
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