
24 April 2009
(YOU MAY OPEN THE ATTACHMENT TO VIEW THE CB DAILY WITH LINKS AND COLOR)

Chem-Bio News

1.  DISEASE SAMPLES LIKELY DESTROYED, ARMY SAYS:  “Army officials say an 
investigation of three disease samples discovered missing from a Fort Detrick lab last year 
found no evidence of criminality and the samples probably were destroyed.”  

2.  ISRAEL BACKS DOWN OVER WHITE PHOSPHORUS:  “Israeli troops stopped using 
white phosphorus shells in Gaza this year after The Times published evidence that they were 
injuring civilians.” 

3.  CANGENE SIGNS AGREEMENT TO SUPPLY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
WITH VIG PRODUCT:  “Cangene Corporation today reports that the Chemical Biological 
Medical Systems Project Management Office of the United States Department of Defense 
("DoD") has signed an agreement to purchase Cangene's Vaccinia Immune Globulin 
Intravenous (Human) ("VIG").” 

4.  NOMINEES SOUGHT BY CDC FOR TERRORISM PREPAREDNESS ADVISORY 
BOARD:  “The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is looking for 
nominations for individuals to serve on the Board of Scientific Counselors which provides 
strategic advice to the CDC, its Coordinating Office for Terrorism Preparedness and 
Emergency Response as well as the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human 
Services.” 

5.  SEVEN PEOPLE IN U.S. HIT BY STRANGE NEW SWINE FLU:  “All seven people have 
recovered but the virus itself is a never-before-seen mixture of viruses typical among pigs, 
birds and humans, the CDC said.” 

6.  TEXAS GROUP TO SUE FEDS FOR PUTTING BIOLAB IN KAN.:  “A group of Texas 
research facilities announced Wednesday that it plans to sue the Department of Homeland 
Security over its selection of a Kansas site for a planned $450 million biodefense laboratory, 
claiming political connections led federal officials to overlook the site's tornado risk.” 

7.  MARINE CORPS HOPE TO REACH EX-LEJEUNE RESIDENTS ABOUT TAINTED 
WATER:  “The U.S. Marine Corps is trying new methods to reach Marines, civilians and their 
families who lived at Camp Lejeune, N.C., over a 30-year period when the drinking water 
was contaminated.” 
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Chem-Bio News

DISEASE SAMPLES LIKELY DESTROYED, ARMY SAYS
Associated Press on BaltimoreSun.com
April 23, 2009
 
“Army officials say an investigation of three disease samples discovered missing from a Fort 



Detrick lab last year found no evidence of criminality and the samples probably were 
destroyed. U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases at Fort Detrick 
spokeswoman Caree Vander Linden said Wednesday that the samples of Venezuelan equine 
encephalitis were discovered missing last year in an inventory of a group of samples left by 
a departing researcher. Vander Linden said the report that the vials were missing triggered 
the investigation, which found that the samples were likely among those destroyed when a 
freezer malfunctioned.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/bal-md.
briefs232apr23,0,5877559.story
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ISRAEL BACKS DOWN OVER WHITE PHOSPHORUS
By Sheera Frenkel
The Times (UK)
April 23, 2009
 
“Israeli troops stopped using white phosphorus shells in Gaza this year after The Times 
published evidence that they were injuring civilians.
 
In its first explicit admission, the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) said that “media buzz” had 
forced the army to withdraw the shells from its arsenal on January 7 - the day that The 
Times obtained photographs of stockpiles and two days after the newspaper had exposed 
the effect of white phosphorus on the population of Gaza.
 
Phosphorus bombs may be used to create smokescreens but their use as weapons of war in 
civilian areas is banned by the Geneva Conventions. They cause severe burns that can 
penetrate to the bone.
 
An IDF briefing yesterday after an inquiry into the three-week Gaza offensive disclosed that 
two different munitions containing white phosphorus had been used. Mortar shells fired by 
ground forces and 76mm rounds fired from naval vessels both contained phosphorus as an 
active ingredient.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/middle_east/
article6150448.ece
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CANGENE SIGNS AGREEMENT TO SUPPLY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
WITH VIG PRODUCT
Cangene Press Release
April 15, 2009
 



“Cangene Corporation today reports that the Chemical Biological Medical Systems Project 
Management Office of the United States Department of Defense ("DoD") has signed an 
agreement to purchase Cangene's Vaccinia Immune Globulin Intravenous (Human) ("VIG"). 
The four-year, sole-source base contract is valued at approximately US$4.9 million. Cangene 
expects to deliver the product during fiscal 2010. The DoD has two options to purchase 
additional product during the course of the contract, which if exercised, could add 
approximately US$7 million to the total value. This contract is independent of Cangene's 
agreement with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for the supply of VIG; 
the DoD's stockpile of the product will be maintained for use by United States military 
personnel under the DoD's Smallpox Immunization Program. Cangene's VIG product was 
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration ("FDA") in 2005.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://micro.newswire.ca/release.cgi?
rkey=1704152083&view=6128-0&Start=0
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NOMINEES SOUGHT BY CDC FOR TERRORISM PREPAREDNESS ADVISORY BOARD
By Jacob Goodwin
Government Security News
April 23, 2009
 
“The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is looking for nominations for 
individuals to serve on the Board of Scientific Counselors which provides strategic advice to 
the CDC, its Coordinating Office for Terrorism Preparedness and Emergency Response as 
well as the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services.
 
Experts are sought from the fields of medicine, epidemiology, laboratory science, 
informatics, behavioral science, social science, engineering, business and crisis leadership, 
according to a notice published by the CDC in the Federal Register on April 23. 
Members on the board of scientific counselors must be U.S. citizens and can serve for terms 
of up to four years.
 
They will offer advice on strategies and goals for the programs and research of the CDC's 
various divisions, provide peer-review of scientific programs and monitor the divisions' 
overall strategic direction.
 
Nominations, which should include a letter of recommendation stating the nominee's 
qualifications – as well as the name, affiliation, address, phone number, e-mail address and 
current curriculum vitae – should be postmarked by May 11 and mailed to: Matthew 
Jennings, BSC Coordinator, CDC, Coordinating Office for Terrorism Preparedness and 
Emergency Response, 1600 Clifton Road, NE., Mailstop D-44, Atlanta, GA 30333, phone: 
404-639-7357.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.gsnmagazine.com/cms/features/news-
analysis/1898.html
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SEVEN PEOPLE IN U.S. HIT BY STRANGE NEW SWINE FLU 
By Maggie Fox
Reuters
April 24, 2009
 
“Seven people have been diagnosed with a new kind of swine flu in California and Texas, the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported on Thursday.
 
All seven people have recovered but the virus itself is a never-before-seen mixture of 
viruses typical among pigs, birds and humans, the CDC said.
 
"We are likely to find more cases," the CDC's Dr. Anne Schuchat told a telephone briefing. 
"We don't think this is time for major concern around the country."
 
Only one of the seven cases was sick enough to be hospitalized and all have recovered, 
Schuchat said.
 
CDC officials are unsure whether the cases are related to an unusually late and severe flu 
season in Mexico in which 20 people have died.”
 
"Symptoms from those seriously ill in Mexico include high fever, headache, eye pain, 
shortness of breath and extreme fatigue with rapid progression of symptoms to severe 
respiratory distress in about five days," the British Columbia Center for Disease Control said 
in a statement.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.reuters.com/article/healthNews/
idUSTRE53M63F20090424
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TEXAS GROUP TO SUE FEDS FOR PUTTING BIOLAB IN KAN.
By Michelle Roberts
Associated Press on Yahoo! News
April 22, 2009
 
“A group of Texas research facilities announced Wednesday that it plans to sue the 
Department of Homeland Security over its selection of a Kansas site for a planned $450 
million biodefense laboratory, claiming political connections led federal officials to overlook 
the site's tornado risk.
 
The Texas Biological and Agro-Defense Consortium, a group of regional research institutions 
that tried to win the facility for San Antonio, filed a notice of its intent to sue in the U.S. 
Court of Federal Claims, the venue for lawsuits against the U.S. government. The notice is 



mandatory before an actual lawsuit, which was expected to be filed Thursday.
 
The Texas consortium's chairman, John Kerr, called the selection of the Manhattan, Kan., 
site "grossly irresponsible, the equivalent of playing Russian roulette with Mother Nature."
 
He said the site was improperly chosen because DHS ignored the high risk of tornadoes in 
the region, pointing to a tornado with 200 mph winds that struck the site last year. Kerr said 
damage to the facility could cause the release of deadly airborne pathogens — an allegation 
disputed by Kansas officials.
 
The planned lawsuit would seek to set aside the DHS decision and stop further work on the 
Kansas site, which was selected in December.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090422/ap_on_re_us/
us_biothreat_laboratory_2
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MARINE CORPS HOPE TO REACH EX-LEJEUNE RESIDENTS ABOUT TAINTED WATER
By Sandra Jontz
Stars and Stripes
April 20, 2009
 
“The U.S. Marine Corps is trying new methods to reach Marines, civilians and their families 
who lived at Camp Lejeune, N.C., over a 30-year period when the drinking water was 
contaminated.
 
The service recently circulated fliers to bases around the world to be posted in public places 
such as commissaries. For several years, the Marine Corps has had an outreach program to 
contact as many people as possible who might have been affected by the tainted water.
 
"We’ve started using different venues to reach different populations in different areas," 
Corps spokeswoman Capt. Amy Malugani said.
 
The Marine Corps is trying to reach some 500,000 people who lived and worked on the base 
November 1957 through February 1987, years in which experts believed well water was 
contaminated. To date, nearly 130,000 are in the Notification Registry.
 
The Department of the Navy has spent $17.3 million on health studies and nearly $10 
million on outreach campaigns.”
 
“The source of the contamination was traced to a commercial dry cleaner near the main gate 
and a vehicle maintenance and body shop on the base.
 
PCE, widely used for dry cleaning, is a volatile organic compound that the Department of 
Health and Human Services has determined can reasonably be anticipated to be a 
carcinogen, according to the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, a unit of the 



department. Some scientific literature has associated the compound with birth defects and 
childhood cancers.
 
The contaminated drinking water exceeded the Environmental Protection Agency’s maximum 
contaminant level of 5 micrograms per liter. The concentration of PCE in the Tarawa Terrace 
was estimated to be about 200 micrograms per liter, an ATSDR report stated.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.stripes.com/article.asp?
section=104&article=62156
 
ANALYST NOTE:  Further information is available at:  https://clnr.hqi.usmc.mil/clwater/
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