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Chem-Bio News

1.  LTTE TRIED TO BUY NUCLEAR WEAPONS: MEDIA REPORTS:  “In a startling 
disclosure, the detained LTTE chief Kumaran Pathmanathan has told investigators that the 
rebels had tried to acquire nuclear weapons and know-how to be used against the Sri 
Lankan army.”

2.  [IN] FIRST BATCH OF LOCALLY-BUILT RUSSIAN TANKS ROLLS OUT:  “The tank 
has advanced protection system to protect crew and equipment from chemical, biological 
and radioactive nuclear attack,” a DRDO statement said after the rollout from the Heavy 
Vehicles Factory (HVF) at Avadi in Chennai.” 

 Chem-Demil News 

1.  PUEBLO CHEMICAL DEPOT - POSSIBLE MUSTARD AGENT LEAK DETECTED AT 
CHEMICAL WEAPONS DEPOT IN COLORADO:  “The leak was found Monday when a 
mobile laboratory drew an air sample from inside the building.”

2.   CHEMICAL WEAPON MUNITIONS DUMPED AT SEA:  AN INTERACTIVE MAP:  
“CNS [James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies] has located 127 CW disposal and 
human exposure sites. CNS created a Google Earth map and presentation in hopes of 
garnering further interest.”

3.  LEXINGTON BLUE GRASS ARMY DEPOT - MCCONNELL, CHANDLER VISIT ARMY 
DEPOT'S CHEMICAL AGENT-DESTRUCTION PILOT PLANT SITE:  “U.S. Sen. Mitch 
McConnell and U.S. Rep. Ben Chandler said Tuesday that they expect the Department of 
Defense to destroy the thousands of deadly chemical weapons stored at the Blue Grass 
Army Depot by 2017 as Congress mandated, not four years later as the military plans.”
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Chem-Bio News

LTTE TRIED TO BUY NUCLEAR WEAPONS: MEDIA REPORTS
PTI News
August 23, 2009
 
“In a startling disclosure, the detained LTTE chief Kumaran Pathmanathan has told 
investigators that the rebels had tried to acquire nuclear weapons and know-how to be used 
against the Sri Lankan army.
 
A media report has said that Pathmanathan who was recently arrested in South East Asian 
country has told interrogators that his organisation had tried to acquire nuclear weapons and 
technology from western countries.”
 



The full article can be found at:  http://www.ptinews.com/news/244281_LTTE-tried-to-buy-
nuclear-weapons--Media-reports
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[IN] FIRST BATCH OF LOCALLY-BUILT RUSSIAN TANKS ROLLS OUT
The Gulf Times
August 24, 2009
 
“India yesterday unveiled a first batch of 10 tanks built locally under licence from Russia and 
said it planned to manufacture 100 such units every year.
 
India has already acquired nearly 700 T-90 tanks as part of a 2001 deal with Russia that 
also included local production of more units through a technology transfer pact.
 
The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) said each of the Indian-built 
tanks named Bhishma would cost up to Rs150mn ($3mn).
 
“The tank has advanced protection system to protect crew and equipment from chemical, 
biological and radioactive nuclear attack,” a DRDO statement said after the rollout from the 
Heavy Vehicles Factory (HVF) at Avadi in Chennai.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?
cu_no=2&item_no=310828&version=1&template_id=40&parent_id=22
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 Chem-Demil News 

PUEBLO CHEMICAL DEPOT - POSSIBLE MUSTARD AGENT LEAK DETECTED AT 
CHEMICAL WEAPONS DEPOT IN COLORADO
The Associated Press on SunSentinel.com
August 24, 2009
 
“The Army says a low level of mustard agent has been detected in a building storing 
chemical weapons at the Pueblo Chemical Depot.
 
The leak was found Monday when a mobile laboratory drew an air sample from inside the 
building.
 
The Army says the air inside the building is being filtered to clear out the agent. It says 
technicians in protective gear will go inside later to look for leaks from the shells stored 
there.”



The full article can be found at:  http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-us-
chemical-weapons-leak,0,5879208.story
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CHEMICAL WEAPON MUNITIONS DUMPED AT SEA:  AN INTERACTIVE MAP
By Caroline Ong, Tamara Chapman, M.A., Raymond Zilinskas, Ph.D., Benjamin Brodsky, Ph.
D., Joshua Newman, M.A.
James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies
August 06, 2009
 
“CNS [James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies] has located 127 CW disposal and 
human exposure sites. CNS created a Google Earth map and presentation in hopes of 
garnering further interest.”
 
“Some dumping operations were carefully undertaken, including the keeping of records of 
where the dumping occurred, a listing of the material that was dumped, and the quantities 
of dumped material. Other dumping was done haphazardly with no or minimal records being 
written and kept. In particular, the USSR (and now Russia) has provided hardly any records 
to the international community of its sizeable chemical dumping activities. The potentially 
enormous problem posed by Soviet ocean-dumped chemical material is demonstrated by 
Russia having admitted that "at least 160,000 tons of chemical weapons may be buried in 
Russian seas, posing a grave threat to ecology and the health of man."[3] For these 
reasons, the total quantity of CW material discarded at sea will never be known precisely, 
but most likely is on the order of several hundreds of thousands of tons.[4] To demonstrate 
the quantities involved, after World War II 302,857 tons of CW ammunitions were left over 
in just Germany and the United Kingdom, most of which were eventually dumped in the 
oceans.[5].”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.cns.miis.edu/stories/090806_cw_dumping.htm
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LEXINGTON BLUE GRASS ARMY DEPOT - MCCONNELL, CHANDLER PUSH TO 
DESTROY CHEMICAL WEAPONS ON TIME
By James Bruggers
Courier-Journal.com
August 25, 2009
 
“U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell and U.S. Rep. Ben Chandler said Tuesday that they expect the 
Department of Defense to destroy the thousands of deadly chemical weapons stored at the 
Blue Grass Army Depot by 2017 as Congress mandated, not four years later as the military 
plans.
 



“There are people who say that (date) can't be met,” McConnell said after touring the Blue 
Grass Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant site on Tuesday. “But that's the law. That's 
about eight years from now. Let's get to work. We'll get the money.”
 
Jeff Brubaker, the government's site manager for the project, said about $873 million of the 
$3.8 billion project has been allocated, and the military will do its best to try to meet the 
earlier date.
 
But the Army anticipates the delicate process of separating nerve agents from warheads on 
most of the 100,000 munitions will force the project to run to 2021, he said.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?
AID=/20090825/NEWS01/908250344&template=printart
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