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Chem-Bio News

1.  CHEMICAL ALI MOVED TO BAGHDAD IN PREPARATION FOR HIS EXECUTION:  
“The man who carried out Saddam’s order to gas the Kurds was recently transferred from an 
American detention facility in southern Iraq to a temporary jail at Baghdad airport in 
anticipation of his execution.”

2.  PLUTONIUM FINISHING PLANT REMOVES LAST OF HIGH-RISK MATERIAL:  “The 
last of the nuclear materials requiring high security has been removed from Hanford's 
Plutonium Finishing Plant.” 

3.  NNSA, LANL ANNOUNCE SUCCESSFUL FIRST DUAL-AXIS HYDRODYNAMIC TEST:  
“The National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) announced today that Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (LANL) fired its first-ever double-viewpoint hydrodynamic test of a 
nuclear weapon component mockup.” 

4.  U.S. TO UNVEIL BIOLOGICAL THREAT STRATEGY:  “The Obama administration has 
decided not to support a global monitoring system for biological weapons, a move that 
affirms an earlier determination by the Bush administration but that will disappoint some 
nonproliferation experts.” 

5.  LAB ON A PIECE OF PAPER:  “Scientists in the US have made a low-cost, disposable 
paper device to test the purity of drinking water.” 

6.  ALLEGHENY COUNTY'S BIOTERRORISM LAB OVERDUE, OVER BUDGET:  
“Allegheny County officials give no signs a sophisticated Health Department bioterrorism lab, 
two years overdue and at least $2 million over budget, will open by year's end.” 

7.  EX-SPY CHIEF SAYS IRAQI WMD CLAIMS NOT MANIPULATED:  “Sir John [Scarlett, 
former chief of SIS] defended the dossier but said it should have stated the 45-minute claim 
referred to battlefield munitions not ballistic missiles to avoid the information "getting lost in 
translation".” 

 Chem-Demil News 

1.  [UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT] - STATE HITS ARMY DEPOT CONTRACTOR WITH 
BIG FINE:  “A DEQ news release said the violations occurred at the Umatilla Chemical 
Agent Disposal Facility between May and October of this year during the "shakedown" period 
of fine-tuning furnaces prior to trial burns of mustard agent and normal mustard agent 
incineration. The contractor reported the violations to the DEQ, the news release said, and is 
working with the state on correcting the problems, which the DEQ factored into its 
assessment of the fines.”

2.  [LEXINGTON BLUE GRASS ARMY DEPOT] - BREAKING NEWS: ARMY MAY 
PROPOSE EXPLOSIVE DETONATION FOR MUSTARD MUNITIONS IN RICHMOND:  
“The Army’s Chemical Weapons Alternative (ACWA) program may recommend that all of the 
15,000 mustard agent weapons stored at the Blue Grass Army Depot be destroyed in small-
scale explosive detonation chambers rather than in the $2 billion chemical neutralization 



plant under construction at the depot south of Richmond.”

3.  [PUEBLO CHEMICAL DEPOT] - PENTAGON MAY EXPLODE 125,000 WEAPONS 
EARLY:  “Pressured by concerns the United States isn’t taking its treaty obligations 
seriously, the Pentagon is considering blowing up 16 percent of the 780,000 chemical 
weapons at the Pueblo Chemical Depot before a planned water neutralization process can 
get under way.”
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Chem-Bio News

CHEMICAL ALI MOVED TO BAGHDAD IN PREPARATION FOR HIS EXECUTION
By Oliver August
The Times (UK)
December 07, 2009
 
“The man who carried out Saddam’s order to gas the Kurds was recently transferred from an 
American detention facility in southern Iraq to a temporary jail at Baghdad airport in 
anticipation of his execution.
 
“Chemical Ali”, who earned his grim nickname in Halabja, was sentenced to death in June 
2007 for his role in the genocide, and Iraqi newspapers have speculated that he will be 
hanged before parliamentary elections, expected in the next three months. The Prime 
Minister, Nouri al-Maliki, has the final say over his fate and may be tempted to exploit the 
execution for political gain. When he approved the hanging of Saddam three years ago, his 
political stock rose markedly.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/iraq/
article6946714.ece
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PLUTONIUM FINISHING PLANT REMOVES LAST OF HIGH-RISK MATERIAL
By Annette Carr
TriCity Herald
December 03, 2009
 
“The last of the nuclear materials requiring high security has been removed from Hanford's 
Plutonium Finishing Plant.
 
"It eliminates the need for special security requirements for deactivation and 
decommissioning workers at the Plutonium Finishing Plant," said Geoff Tyree, spokesman for 
the Department of Energy. "It becomes like any other facility at the Hanford Site going 
through D and D."



 
Work is under way to clean out and demolish the Plutonium Finishing Plant as part of the 
environmental cleanup of Hanford, where plutonium was produced for the nation's nuclear 
weapons program.
 
But security at the plant in central Hanford has been some of the tightest at the nuclear 
reservation because of materials stored there. Workers had to pass through metal detectors 
when they arrived at the plant and materials taken out of the plant had to be scanned for 
security.
 
The last high security material to be removed from the plant was irradiated fuel from the 
Fast Flux Test Facility that had been temporarily stored at the Plutonium Finishing Plant, said 
Matt McCormick, DOE assistant manager for central Hanford. It was stored there because of 
the amount of plutonium it contained and level of radiation.
 
It has been moved to the Canister Storage Building complex at Hanford after $20 million 
worth of work to prepare for it was completed. DOE's long-term plan for the irradiated fuel 
has been to store it there until the U.S. has a national repository available, McCormick said.
 
That likely would have been at Yucca Mountain, Nev., but the Obama administration is 
reconsidering what to do with DOE's high-level radioactive waste and irradiated nuclear fuel.
 
To prepare for interim storage of the fuel at Hanford, five buildings have been moved, 
installed or built at the Canister Storage Building complex. Two facilities have been 
renovated and structural barriers, fencing and heavy gates have been installed. New 
roadways and parking lots also were built.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.tri-cityherald.com/kennewick_pasco_richland/
story/815411.html
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NNSA, LANL ANNOUNCE SUCCESSFUL FIRST DUAL-AXIS HYDRODYNAMIC TEST
US National Nuclear Security Administration News Release
December 04, 2009
 
“The National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) announced today that Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (LANL) fired its first-ever double-viewpoint hydrodynamic test of a 
nuclear weapon component mockup.  The test, conducted by LANL scientists and engineers, 
took place at the Dual Axis Radiographic Hydrodynamic Test (DARHT) facility at Los Alamos.
 
“This successful dual-axis hydrodynamic test is an important development in the NNSA’s 
stockpile stewardship mission,” said Brig. Gen. Garrett Harencak, NNSA principal assistant 
deputy administrator for military application. “The multiple X-ray images provided by this 
world class experimental facility will inform the critical work of our scientists and engineers 
across the nuclear security enterprise.”
 



The test is part of the National Nuclear Security Administration’s stockpile stewardship 
program, which uses cutting-edge science, technology, and engineering to experimentally 
confirm predictions of weapons performance made from computational simulations. This 
allows NNSA to ensure the safety, security, and effectiveness of the nation’s nuclear 
deterrent without nuclear testing. 
 
“Initial indications show excellent data return,” said the hydrodynamic experiments division 
leader, David Funk.  “The baseline experiment captured five time-dependent X-ray images 
and a variety of data from other diagnostics of pressure, temperature, and timing.  This data 
provides the nation with one of the most rigorous tests of our capability to predict weapons 
performance.”
 
Conducted inside a specially designed double-walled containment vessel, the test used high 
explosives to drive an implosion of a duplicate component made from non-nuclear surrogate 
materials.  As the mockup is imploding, the DARHT facility fires two electron accelerators 
positioned at a 90-degree angle from one another to generate high-power X-rays that are 
used to create multiple images of the imploding device’s inner workings, which are then 
compared with computer predictions.
 
The DARHT team solved a variety of technical challenges in the months and years leading up 
to this experiment.  “While the first axis of DARHT has been functioning nearly flawlessly for 
more than 10 years, the second axis is still an operational prototype of the world’s longest 
pulsed electron linear accelerator, so the challenges have been monumental,” said Funk.  
“Just fitting the accelerator in the building had its challenges, leading to the use of a novel 
material with an exceptionally high magnetic field strength. Using standard materials would 
have required the accelerator to be five times bigger than it is, and it would not have fit in 
the building.”
 
Other challenges included designing a cathode injector system that would supply enough 
electrical current to the accelerator and developing a target that is robust enough to survive 
four pulses from the extremely high-energy electron beam of the second axis.
 
“I couldn’t be more proud of our team’s accomplishments preparing and conducting this first 
test,” said Funk.  “The test marks the beginning of what will be a very long operational 
lifetime for this important diagnostic tool in support of national security.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.nnsa.energy.gov/2736.htm
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U.S. TO UNVEIL BIOLOGICAL THREAT STRATEGY
By Mary Beth Sheridan and Spencer S. Hsu
The Washington Post
December 09, 2009
 
“The Obama administration has decided not to support a global monitoring system for 
biological weapons, a move that affirms an earlier determination by the Bush administration 



but that will disappoint some nonproliferation experts.
 
The decision will be reflected in the administration's new strategy for countering biological 
threats, which is due out Wednesday, officials said. Its release comes amid growing concern 
about the number of nations -- and potentially terrorists -- developing the scientific 
expertise to create biological weapons.
 
White House officials said the strategy includes an increased focus on international 
collaboration and on the prevention of biological attacks, as well as on the response to them. 
It is scheduled to be presented in Geneva by Undersecretary of State Ellen O. Tauscher at 
the annual meeting of countries that have forsworn germ-warfare agents under the 1972 
Biological Weapons Convention.”
 
…..
 
“On the domestic front, the strategy emphasizes improving intelligence on biological threats, 
enhancing policies to secure high-risk toxins and establishing better data-sharing among law 
enforcement and health professionals.”
 

The full article can be found at:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/
article/2009/12/08/AR2009120804414.html
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LAB ON A PIECE OF PAPER
By Michael Brown
Highlights in Chemical Technology
December 03, 2009
 
“Scientists in the US have made a low-cost, disposable paper device to test the purity of 
drinking water. 
 
George Whitesides, Zihong Nie and colleagues at Harvard University, Cambridge, US have 
designed a paper-based electrochemical device that can detect tiny concentrations of heavy 
metal ions in water. 
 
Heavy-metal ions such as mercury, lead, and cadmium are toxic, non-biodegradable, and 
can find their way into humans and animals via drinking water. Whitesides' device can 
detect lead in water at levels as low as one part per billon (ppb), which is much lower than 
the World Health Organization guideline value (<10 ppb) for the safe level of lead in drinking 
water. What's more, it only costs 2 cents to make and no qualified personnel or complicated 
instruments are needed to use them.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.rsc.org/Publishing/ChemTech/Volume/2010/01/
lab_piece_paper.asp
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ALLEGHENY COUNTY'S BIOTERRORISM LAB OVERDUE, OVER BUDGET
By Jeremy Boren
The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review
December 08, 2009
 
“Allegheny County officials give no signs a sophisticated Health Department bioterrorism lab, 
two years overdue and at least $2 million over budget, will open by year's end.
 
The 500-square-foot biosafety level-3 lab was supposed to begin operating in August as part 
of the county's $6.4 million biosecurity lab in Lawrenceville.
 
When that didn't happen, Health Department officials pushed the biosafety lab's opening 
back to late September with the intention of opening it in time for the Group of 20 
international economic summit.
 
Although the biosecurity lab opened in August, the biosafety lab remains dormant, and Dr. 
Bruce Dixon, director of the department, won't estimate when it might be ready.
 
"It's been a thorn in his side," department spokesman Guillermo Cole said. "There are some 
ventilation issues that still need to be addressed for the BSL-3 lab, and the county's Public 
Works Department is handling that."
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/
pittsburgh/s_656549.html
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EX-SPY CHIEF SAYS IRAQI WMD CLAIMS NOT MANIPULATED
BBC
December 08, 2009
 
“Ex-spy chief Sir John Scarlett has told the Iraq war inquiry there was "no conscious 
intention" to manipulate information about Iraq's weapons.
 
He denied being under pressure to "firm up" the September 2002 dossier which contained 
the claim Iraq could use WMD within 45 minutes of Saddam's order.”
 
…..
 
“He was not asked about an MP's claim a taxi driver was the claim's source.
 
Tory MP Adam Holloway published a report on Tuesday saying advice casting doubt on the 



45-minute claim was "ignored", but Sir John was not asked about this.
 
The infamous September 2002 dossier included the now discredited claim that Iraq could 
deploy weapons of mass destruction within 45 minutes of an order being given.
 
It was at the heart of the row between the government and the BBC which culminated in the 
death of government weapons expert Dr David Kelly.”
 
…..
 
“Sir John defended the dossier but said it should have stated the 45-minute claim referred to 
battlefield munitions not ballistic missiles to avoid the information "getting lost in 
translation".
 
During the 90 minute hearing he was not asked about where the 45 minute claim 
intelligence came from - although inquiry chairman Sir John Chilcot said at the end of the 
session the ex-spy chief would be giving evidence again behind closed doors.”
 
…..
 
“Mr Holloway, the MP for Gravesham and a former officer in the Grenadier Guards, published 
his paper The Failure of British Political and Military Leadership through First Defence, the 
centre-right think-tank he chairs.
 
In it, he said the 45-minute claim arose because British intelligence was "squeezing" agents 
in Iraq for information, under pressure from Downing Street to back up its case that Iraq 
had weapons of mass destruction.
 
"The provenance of this information was never questioned in detail until after the Iraq 
invasion, when it became apparent that something was wrong," he said.
 
"In the end it turned out that the information was not credible, it had originated from an 
emigre taxi driver on the Iraqi-Jordanian border, who had remembered an overheard 
conversation in the back of his cab a full two years earlier.
 
Mr Holloway stated that an intelligence analyst had at the time flagged up - via a footnote - 
that the claims were "demonstrably untrue".”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/politics/8401473.stm
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 Chem-Demil News 

[UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT] - STATE HITS ARMY DEPOT CONTRACTOR WITH BIG 



FINE
The East Oregonian
December 07, 2009
 
“The state has issued $111,000 in penalties against the Army contractor destroying weapons 
at the Umatilla Chemical Depot near Hermiston.”
 
…..
 
“A DEQ news release said the violations occurred at the Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal 
Facility between May and October of this year during the "shakedown" period of fine-tuning 
furnaces prior to trial burns of mustard agent and normal mustard agent incineration. The 
contractor reported the violations to the DEQ, the news release said, and is working with the 
state on correcting the problems, which the DEQ factored into its assessment of the fines.
 
The largest penalty was $80,000 for violations of the facility's hazardous waste and air 
contaminant discharge permits. The DEQ said the facility "exceeded the allowable hourly 
rolling average emissions limit for carbon monoxide during incineration of hazardous waste 
in the facility's metal parts furnace on eight occasions between July 30 and Oct. 26, 2009."
 
There were four other violations as well:
 
•A $9,600 penalty because Washington Demilitarization Company failed to determine if 
332,100 pounds of waste brine shipped off site in six tankers had a high arsenic 
concentration. The violations stemmed from a change in WDC's waste treatment process, 
causing a spike of arsenic and lead.
 
• A $6,600 penalty for failing to fully investigate the cause of over-limit carbon monoxide 
emissions that caused an automatic waste feed cutoff at the facility. DEQ claimed the 
company failed to take timely and appropriate action to minimize future waste cutoffs and 
record the findings and corrective actions, violating its air contaminant discharge permit.
 
• A $10,000 penalty for violating a waste feed rate weight limit at the incinerator, in 
violation of the hazardous waste permit.
 
• A $4,800 penalty for waiting until Aug. 18 to notify the DEQ and other authorities that the 
company had hired a new emergency coordinator on May 1, 2009, a violation of hazardous 
waste regulations.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://eastoregonian.com/main.asp?
FromHome=1&TypeID=1&ArticleID=101091&SectionID=13&SubSectionID=48
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[LEXINGTON BLUE GRASS ARMY DEPOT] - BREAKING NEWS: ARMY MAY PROPOSE 
EXPLOSIVE DETONATION FOR MUSTARD MUNITIONS IN RICHMOND
By Bill Robinson



The Richmond Register
December 08, 2009
 
“The Army’s Chemical Weapons Alternative (ACWA) program may recommend that all of the 
15,000 mustard agent weapons stored at the Blue Grass Army Depot be destroyed in small-
scale explosive detonation chambers rather than in the $2 billion chemical neutralization 
plant under construction at the depot south of Richmond.
 
The mustard rounds are a small fraction of the chemical munitions stored at the depot, said 
Kevin Flamm, ACWA program manager, but because of metal corrosion or problems with 
their bursters, or internal detonators, most of them probably cannot safely be put through 
the main plant’s mass-production type process.
 
The Defense Department will decide next month whether to move toward the detonation 
alternative, Flamm on Tuesday told the Chemical Destruction Citizen Advisory Board 
(CDCAB), through which ACWA communicates with the local community.
 
Even if Pentagon wants to destroy the mustard rounds by detonation, the process must 
meet state and federal safety and environmental standards, Flamm said. The local 
community’s opinion also will be taken into account, he said.
 
If a mustard round becomes unstable inside the large-scale plant, it would have to be 
retrieved manually by workers in a high-hazard operation, he said. Based on the experience 
of other depots, about 60 percent of the mustard rounds likely are problematic, Flamm said.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.richmondregister.com/localnews/
local_story_342182256.html?keyword=topstory
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[PUEBLO CHEMICAL DEPOT] - PENTAGON MAY EXPLODE 125,000 WEAPONS EARLY
By John Norton
The Pueblo Chieftain
December 08, 2009
 
“Pressured by concerns the United States isn’t taking its treaty obligations seriously, the 
Pentagon is considering blowing up 16 percent of the 780,000 chemical weapons at the 
Pueblo Chemical Depot before a planned water neutralization process can get under way.
 
Kevin Flamm, manager of the Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives program, will be in 
Pueblo Wednesday night to explain the idea to the citizens’ panel charged with overseeing 
the operations here after briefing a similar group in Kentucky tonight.
 
ACWA is in charge of weapons destruction here and at the Blue Grass Army Depot in 
Kentucky.
 
The meeting is scheduled at 6 p.m. at the Olde Town Carriage House, 102 S. Victoria Ave.”



 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.chieftain.com/articles/2009/12/08/news/local/
doc4b1de89797bb8950711846.txt
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