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Chem-Bio News

1.      BARDA AWARDS CONTRACTS FOR TESTS AND DEVICES TO HELP THE NATION RESPOND   
TO A RADIOLOGICAL EMERGENCY:  “The HHS Biomedical Advanced Research and Development 
Authority (BARDA) is awarding nine contracts for the advanced research and development of more 
effective tests and devices to determine the level of radiation a person has absorbed after a nuclear or 
radiological incident.  The contracts total $35 million for the initial phase and up to $400 million over 
five years.”

2.      OBAMA ADMINISTRATION PLANS TO BOOST FOCUS ON NUCLEAR TERRORISM:    “The 
congressionally mandated Nuclear Posture Review would require a comprehensive effort by the 
government to combat nuclear terrorism regardless of whether the extremists are armed with crude 
weapons, warheads acquired through theft or armaments illicitly obtained from a rogue nation. This 
effort would be given the same status as ongoing efforts to discourage a nuclear attack from existing 
and developing nuclear-armed states.” 

3.      LARIJANI: IRAN READY TO ENRICH URANIUM TO %20:    “Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani says 
Iran will start enriching uranium to a level of 20 percent if the Western side keeps refusing to sell the 
country's needed fuel.” 

 

 Chem-Demil News 

1.      PUEBLO CHEMICAL DEPOT - STATE APPEALS DEMIL RULING:    “The Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment has filed a notice that will appeal U.S. District Judge Richard Matsch’s 
ruling that the state did not have the authority to set a deadline.”
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Chem-Bio News

BARDA AWARDS CONTRACTS FOR TESTS AND DEVICES TO HELP THE NATION RESPOND TO A 
RADIOLOGICAL EMERGENCY
US Department of Health and Human Services News Release
December 18, 2009
 
“The HHS Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) is awarding nine 
contracts for the advanced research and development of more effective tests and devices to determine 
the level of  radiation a person has absorbed after a nuclear or radiological incident.  The contracts total 
$35 million for the initial phase and up to $400 million over five years.
 
The contracts are awarded to Arizona State University in Tempe, Ariz.; Chromologic LLC in Pasadena, 
Calif.; Duke University in Durham, N.C.; Meso Scale Diagnostics LLC in Gaithersburg, Md.; Northrop 
Grumman Electronic Systems in Linthicum, Md.; SRI International in Menlo Park, Calif; Stanford 
University, Stanford, Calif; the University of Rochester, Rochester, N.Y., and Visca LLC in Troy, Mich.
 
Each contract awardee has identified particular physical or biological characteristics, known as 
biomarkers, to indicate how much radiation a person has absorbed.
 
In the first year of the contract, the contractors will conduct studies to test the accuracy of the 
biomarkers as an indicator for the level of absorbed radiation. In addition, they will determine if their 
proposed devices measure these biomarkers effectively.



 
Upon successful completion of these studies, the contractors will develop prototypes of portable devices 
that can be used in the field by responders to test for radiation absorption. Knowing a more precise 
measure of radiation exposure will help health care responders determine the most appropriate 
treatment for patients exposed to damaging ionizing radiation, which can destroy the body’s cells.
 
To develop these devices, contractors will use the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
Investigational Device Exemption process. This process allows the investigational device to be used in a 
clinical study in order to collect safety and effectiveness data required to support a pre-market approval 
application or a pre-market notification submission to FDA. If the products are approved by the FDA in 
future years, the products may become eligible for consideration and procurement by the U.S. 
government. “
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2009pres/12/20091218b.html
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OBAMA ADMINISTRATION PLANS TO BOOST FOCUS ON NUCLEAR TERRORISM
Global Security Newswire
December 22, 2009
 
“The congressionally mandated Nuclear Posture Review would require a comprehensive effort by the 
government to combat nuclear terrorism regardless of whether the extremists are armed with crude 
weapons, warheads acquired through theft or armaments illicitly obtained from a rogue nation. This 
effort would be given the same status as ongoing efforts to discourage a nuclear attack from existing 
and developing nuclear-armed states.
 
The review is expected to be finished next year and would impact development, fielding and diplomacy 
of nuclear weapons. The elevated status of efforts against nuclear terrorism could boost funding for 
undercover operatives, monitoring aircraft and spy satellites while leaving less money for updating the 
nation's nuclear triad of bombers, submarines and land-based missiles.”
 
…..
 
“The nuclear review is expected to urge more intensive intelligence collection on the illicit transfer of 
nuclear materials and technology and on predicting future terrorist strikes. It is also thought that U.S. 
nuclear laboratories will be encouraged to boost their nuclear forensic capabilities so that the originating 
nation of any nuclear material passed along to terrorist organizations can be identified.
 
The nuclear posture is predicted to call for augmented deterrence for the United States and "extended 
deterrence" for its allied nations while also decreasing in the future the number of nuclear arms.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20091222_4017.php
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LARIJANI: IRAN READY TO ENRICH URANIUM TO %20
PressTV
December 23, 2009
 
“Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani says Iran will start enriching uranium to a level of 20 percent if the 
Western side keeps refusing to sell the country's needed fuel.
 
"We intended to buy fuel to supply fuel for the Tehran research reactor but if they do not want to sell 
fuel to us, we will enrich uranium," Larijani told reporters in a joint press conference with Arab League 
Secretary General Amr Moussa in Cairo Tuesday.



 
He rejected claims that Iran had initially accepted to exchange enriched uranium in Syria or France.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.presstv.ir/detail.aspx?id=114459&sectionid=351020104
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 Chem-Demil News 

PUEBLO CHEMICAL DEPOT - STATE APPEALS DEMIL RULING
By John Norton
The Pueblo Chieftain
December 17, 2009
 
“The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment has filed a notice that will appeal U.S. 
District Judge Richard Matsch’s ruling that the state did not have the authority to set a deadline.
 
The CDPHE had issued an order that the weapons be destroyed by 2017, the same deadline set by 
Congress and the target date for the Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives program to finish the 
work.
 
Matsch concluded the state cannot interfere with a schedule set by Congress for the destruction of the 
weapons ruling that the federal law establishing the schedule pre-empts the state’s hazardous waste 
law. The state has argued that it has the authority to enforce EPA regulations in Colorado.”
 
The full article can be found at:  
http://www.chieftain.com/articles/2009/12/17/news/local/doc4b29c6007cadf461487141.txt
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