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Chem-Bio News

1.      NERVE-AGENT ANTIDOTE VULNERABLE:    “Federal inspectors say states often have not been 
storing antidote to nerve agent at the proper temperatures, raising concerns about whether it would be 
effective after a terrorist attack.”

2.      [IS] MORDECHAI VANUNU ARRESTED FOR HAVING CONTACT WITH FOREIGN AGENTS IN   
ISRAEL:  “Nuclear whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu was ordered to be put under house arrest Tuesday 
after being charged with violating a condition of his 2004 release from an Israeli prison.” 

3.      INTEL REPORT: IRAN SEEKING TO SMUGGLE RAW URANIUM:    “Iran is close to clinching a 
deal to clandestinely import 1,350 tons of purified uranium ore from Kazakhstan, according to an 
intelligence report obtained by The Associated Press. The assessment is heightening international 
concern about Tehran's nuclear activities, diplomats said.” 

4.      NORTH KOREA PILFERING NUCLEAR REACTOR SITE: REPORT:    “North Korea has been taking 
equipment left at a nuclear reactor site that was mothballed when an international consortium halted 
work on grounds the communist state was breaking an agreement, a news report said on Wednesday.” 

5.      DISTRUST MIRES EFFORT TO DEVELOP INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR FORENSICS   
DATABASE:  “The U.S. government plans to join with the European Union and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency in advocating development of a database that would ostensibly receive information and 
samples from all advanced nuclear nations. Washington already has a domestic system filled with 
samples from its own nuclear weapons test program.” 

6.      IRAN NUCLEAR PLANT 'IMMUNE TO CONVENTIONAL STRIKE':    “Israeli Defence Minister Ehud 
Barak said on Monday that Iran's recently disclosed second uranium enrichment plant is "immune" to 
conventional bombing.” 

7.      N.KOREA BUILT PLANT FOR URANIUM ENRICHMENT: REPORT:    “North Korea may have 
constructed a plant to manufacture a gas needed for uranium enrichment in a development that would 
indicate that Pyongyang had opened a second way to build nuclear weapons as early as the 1990s, The 
Washington Post reported late Sunday.” 

 

 Chem-Demil News 

1. [RU] EXPERIMENTAL SWITCHING ON OF THE FACILITY FOR RECYCLING OF LEWISITE 
TOOK PLACE AT THE OBJECT FOR LIQUIDATION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS:  “The ministry of 
industry and energy of Saratov Region reported that experimental switching on of the facility for 
recycling of lewisite took place in Gorny settlement. The obtained results will be used for correction of 
the feasibility study and project documentation. As a result, it will be possible to produce arsenic 
containing products.”
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NERVE-AGENT ANTIDOTE VULNERABLE
By Lee Davidson
Deseret News
December 25, 2009
 
“Federal inspectors say states often have not been storing antidote to nerve agent at the proper 
temperatures, raising concerns about whether it would be effective after a terrorist attack.



 
Worse, "these findings raise concerns about whether similar vulnerabilities also apply to other 
stockpiled CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) assets … in the $3.5 billion Strategic 
National Stockpile, because all assets share the same quality (control) system," said a report released 
Thursday by the inspector general of the Health and Human Services Department.”
 
…..
 
“The new report said that since 2004, the CDC has placed 1,900 "CHEMPACK" containers — each with 
antidote for either 454 or 1,000 people, depending on their configuration — in multiple locations with 
participating states to allow them to quickly respond to a nerve agent release.
 
But it found the CDC gave some improper guidelines about storage temperatures and often did not 
monitor those temperatures as often as it should have with remote monitors included in each container.
 
"CDC's storage requirements for CHEMPACK drugs were not consistent with FDA's (the Food and Drug 
Administration's) storage requirements," the report said.
 
The CDC told states to store the drugs at temperatures between 59 and 86 degrees Fahrenheit. 
However, the FDA said the drugs instead should be stored at temperatures between 68 and 77 degrees, 
with only brief excursions allowed up to 86 degrees and down to 59 degrees, according to the report.
 
Also, "almost one-quarter of CHEMPACK containers did not have at least three daily temperature 
readings in accordance with CDC procedures," the report said.
 
A check of records showed that about half the drugs that did have all the required temperature readings 
experienced temperatures above the recommended 77 degrees for varying amounts of time. Inspectors 
estimated that 9 percent of them were stored at too-high temperatures for at least one month out of 
the past year.
 
A further complication, the report said, is that scientists sometimes extend the expiration date of the 
drugs by testing part of a batch. However, inspectors noted that testing on part of a batch that had 
been stored at correct temperature may not be a good gauge for whether drugs stored at improper 
temperatures are still effective.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705353913/Nerve-agent-
antidote-vulnerable.html
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[IS] MORDECHAI VANUNU ARRESTED FOR HAVING CONTACT WITH FOREIGN AGENTS IN 
ISRAEL
The Telegraph (UK)
December 29, 2009
 
“Nuclear whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu was ordered to be put under house arrest Tuesday after 
being charged with violating a condition of his 2004 release from an Israeli prison.”
 
…..
 
“Mr Vanunu was jailed in 1986 for disclosing the inner workings of Israel's Dimona nuclear plant to a 
British newspaper. Since his release in 2004, he has been detained several times for violating the terms 
of his parole which ban him from travel or contact with foreigners.
 
Israel maintains a policy of nuclear ambiguity. It is widely believed to be the only nuclear power in the 
Middle East, with around 200 nuclear warheads.”



 
The full article can be found at:  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/israel/6905081/Mordechai-Vanunu-arrested-
for-having-contact-with-foreign-agents-in-Israel.html
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INTEL REPORT: IRAN SEEKING TO SMUGGLE RAW URANIUM
By George Jahn
The Associated Press on TriCityHerald.com
Decembe 29, 2009
 
“Iran is close to clinching a deal to clandestinely import 1,350 tons of purified uranium ore from 
Kazakhstan, according to an intelligence report obtained by The Associated Press. The assessment is 
heightening international concern about Tehran's nuclear activities, diplomats said.
 
Such a deal would be significant because, according to an independent research group, Tehran appears 
to be running out of the material, which it needs to feed its uranium enrichment program.
 
Kazakh Foreign Ministry spokesman Yerzhan Ashikbayev denied Wednesday his government was 
involved, saying that the ex-Soviet nation has fully observed its international obligations. "All 
Kazakhstan's activities in the uranium sphere have been under the IAEA control," he told the AP.
 
A spokesman for Kazatomprom, the Kazakh state uranium company, also denied involvement.
 
Iran's mission to the United Nations in New York described the report as "a fabrication and completely 
baseless," in a statement faxed to the AP in Tehran.
 
The report was drawn up by a member nation of the International Atomic Energy Agency and provided 
Tuesday to the AP on condition that the country not be identified because of the confidential nature of 
the information.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.tri-cityherald.com/916/story/844951.html
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NORTH KOREA PILFERING NUCLEAR REACTOR SITE: REPORT
By Jack Kim
Reuters
December 30, 2009
 
“North Korea has been taking equipment left at a nuclear reactor site that was mothballed when an 
international consortium halted work on grounds the communist state was breaking an agreement, a 
news report said on Wednesday.”
 
“If the report is true, the looting would be in defiance of a deal the North reached in the 1990s with 
regional powers and could cloud a recent push to restart international disarmament-for-aid discussions.
 
Billions of dollars were poured into the project to build two relatively proliferation-resistant light water 
reactors for the North in return for a promise to freeze its nuclear plant that produces arms-grade 
plutonium. The deal was halted in 2002 with a third of the work finished.
 
North Korea may have used some of the more than 200 pieces of heavy equipment taken from the site 
in the country's northeast to stage a nuclear test in May, South Korea's JoongAng Ilbo newspaper said, 
quoting government officials.”
 



The full article can be found at:  http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE5BT0AF20091230
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DISTRUST MIRES EFFORT TO DEVELOP INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR FORENSICS DATABASE
By Rachel Oswald
Global Security Newswire
December 24, 2009
 
“The U.S. government plans to join with the European Union and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency in advocating development of a database that would ostensibly receive information and samples 
from all advanced nuclear nations. Washington already has a domestic system filled with samples from 
its own nuclear weapons test program.
 
This global database could take the form of a network of national nuclear "libraries" that could help in 
tracing the origins of materials seized in transit or used in an attack. Backers believe the collected 
information might lead states to maintain tighter global controls over sensitive substances and 
technologies, keeping them out of the hands of rogue nations or terrorist organizations (see GSN, Dec. 
22).
 
A chief difficulty to building this international capability is the mindset of leaders - including some top 
officials in the United States -- who generally regard anything having to do with nuclear weapons 
programs as "the most highly held state secrets," according to Daniel Chivers, a researcher at the 
University of California, Berkeley's nuclear engineering department.
 
Chivers said that both the United States and Russia -- which together possess the vast majority of 
weapon-grade nuclear material -- have steered clear in the past of allowing international access to their 
nuclear samples.
 
Some policy-makers in Washington fear that fledgling nuclear nations could learn how to improve their 
own weapon designs if they had access to samples from more technologically advanced countries.
 
"It's a doubled-edged sword. You have to swim with the sharks a little bit," Chivers said.
 
Washington's difficulties are not limited to the international sphere. Besides the lack of access to foreign 
nations' nuclear samples, the United States faces considerable challenges in finding enough scientists 
and funds to adequately put together a robust nuclear forensics program of its own.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20091223_9450.php
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IRAN NUCLEAR PLANT 'IMMUNE TO CONVENTIONAL STRIKE'
Agence France-Presse on Google News
December 29, 2009
 
“Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak said on Monday that Iran's recently disclosed second uranium 
enrichment plant is "immune" to conventional bombing.
 
"The new site near Qom is meant for enrichment. What was revealed by the Iranians had been built 
over years and is located in bunkers that cannot be destroyed through a conventional attack," Barak 
told parliament's foreign affairs and defence committee.”
 
…..
 
“Barak said he feared Iran could develop a weapon by 2011.



 
"I believe that by early 2010 Iran will hold threshold technology (for building a bomb). That means that 
if it wanted, it could develop nuclear weapons within a year from obtaining threshold technology," a 
senior official quoted him as telling the parliamentary committee.”
 
The full article can be found at:  
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5i6iQ_yRItbEyQi1bDoonlY0F0S4A
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N.KOREA BUILT PLANT FOR URANIUM ENRICHMENT: REPORT
Agence France-Presse on France24
December 28, 2009
 
“North Korea may have constructed a plant to manufacture a gas needed for uranium enrichment in a 
development that would indicate that Pyongyang had opened a second way to build nuclear weapons as 
early as the 1990s, The Washington Post reported late Sunday.
 
Citing a previously unpublicized account by Abdul Qadeer Khan, the father of Pakistan's atomic bomb 
program, the newspaper said North Korea may have been enriching uranium on a small scale by 2002, 
with maybe 3,000 or even more centrifuges.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.france24.com/en/node/4957226
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 Chem-Demil News 

[RU] EXPERIMENTAL SWITCHING ON OF THE FACILITY FOR RECYCLING OF LEWISITE TOOK 
PLACE AT THE OBJECT FOR LIQUIDATION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS
ARMS-TASS
December 18, 2009
 
“The ministry of industry and energy of Saratov Region reported that experimental switching on of the 
facility for recycling of lewisite took place in Gorny settlement. The obtained results will be used for 
correction of the feasibility study and project documentation. As a result, it will be possible to produce 
arsenic containing products.”
 
Link not available.
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