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Chem-Bio News

1.  VACCINE PATENT PORTFOLIO LICENSED FROM UK MINISTRY OF DEFENCE: 
 “Defyrus Inc. today announced the signing an exclusive, worldwide license to a patent 
portfolio created by the United Kingdom's Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) 
and licensed by Ploughshare Innovation Ltd, Dstl's commercialization company.”

2.  FEDS MUST ASSESS VETERINARIAN WORKFORCE NEEDS:  “A growing shortage of 
veterinarians nationwide has led to current or potential veterinarian workforce shortages in 
the federal government, which may find itself lacking necessary expertise in the event of a 
catastrophe such as an outbreak of avian influenza, according to a report from congressional 
investigators released Thursday.” 

3.  AMBUBUS TO EVACUATE GEORGIANS IN EMERGENCIES:  “The kits make it possible 
to retrofit school and other buses, converting them into mass transport ambulances. In 
Georgia, the converted buses most likely would be used to evacuate hospitals, nursing 
homes and other medical facilities during hurricanes.” 

4.  $1 BILLION BIOSCIENCE CENTER PLANNED FOR ROCHESTER AREA [MN]:  “If 
successful, it could turn the region into a national center for research into new drugs, 
medical devices and other breakthroughs.” 

 

Chem-Demil News 

1.  TOOELE CHEMICAL AGENT DISPOSAL FACILITY (TOCDF) AND UMATILLA 
CHEMICAL AGENT DISPOSAL FACILITY (UMCDF) – SHARING LESSONS LEARNED – 
THE HEEL TRANSFER SYSTEM:  “Engineers from the Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal 
Facility (UMCDF) recently visited TOCDF to gain hands-on experience and knowledge of the 
HTS.”

2.  BLUE GRASS CHEMICAL ACTIVITY: SUCCESSFUL INSPECTION, AGAIN:  “Blue 
Grass Chemical Activity recently received its 13th inspection that is a part of the Chemical 
Weapons Convention.”
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Chem-Bio News

VACCINE PATENT PORTFOLIO LICENSED FROM UK MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
RedOrbit.com
February 19, 2009
 
“Defyrus Inc. today announced the signing an exclusive, worldwide license to a patent 
portfolio created by the United Kingdom's Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) 



and licensed by Ploughshare Innovation Ltd, Dstl's commercialization company. These 
patents form the intellectual property foundation of the Company's vaccine product 
development programs. Defyrus and Ploughshare Innovation Ltd plan to expand their 
commercial interaction in 2009 to include preclinical safety and efficacy studies as part of 
the Company's vaccine development program. The commercial terms of the license were not 
disclosed.
 
The licensed technology of 27 issued & pending international patents, describes the 
production of multi-valent vaccines for the treatment of alpha-viral infections resulting from 
bioterrorism or endemic disease. These highly infectious, mosquito-borne encephalitis 
viruses pose a serious risk to people and livestock for which no vaccine or therapy exists.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.redorbit.com/news/business/1641911/
vaccine_patent_portfolio_licensed_from_uk_ministry_of_defence/
 
ANALYST NOTE:  DSTL is the umbrella organization for a number of UK Government 
research establishments including the former Chemical Defence Establishment (CDE) and 
the Microbiological Research Establishment (MRE), both co-located at Porton Down, 
Salsbury, Wilts.
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FEDS MUST ASSESS VETERINARIAN WORKFORCE NEEDS
by Mickey McCarter 
HSToday.com
February 19, 2009
 
“A growing shortage of veterinarians nationwide has led to current or potential veterinarian 
workforce shortages in the federal government, which may find itself lacking necessary 
expertise in the event of a catastrophe such as an outbreak of avian influenza, according to 
a report from congressional investigators released Thursday.
 
The American Veterinary Medical Association told the Government Accountability Office 
(GAO) that the veterinarian shortage places the nation's food supply at risk and could 
impede a response to a pandemic originating from animals, said the GAO report, titled 
"Veterinarian Workforce: Actions Are Needed to Ensure Sufficient Capacity for Protecting 
Public and Animal Health."
 
The veterinarian shortage is expected to worsen, as the 28 US veterinary colleges can 
graduate only 2,500 students annually, according to the American Association of Veterinary 
Medical Colleges.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/7313/128/
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AMBUBUS TO EVACUATE GEORGIANS IN EMERGENCIES 
By Louis Chunovic
Government Security News
February 18, 2009
 
“Chantilly, VA-based First Line Technology has delivered 40 AmbuBus bus / stretcher 
conversion kits to the Georgia Department of Human Resources, completing a $1 million 
contract to enhance evacuation capabilities during a disaster.
 
The kits make it possible to retrofit school and other buses, converting them into mass 
transport ambulances. In Georgia, the converted buses most likely would be used to 
evacuate hospitals, nursing homes and other medical facilities during hurricanes.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.gsnmagazine.com/cms/features/news-
analysis/1554.html
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$1 BILLION BIOSCIENCE CENTER PLANNED FOR ROCHESTER AREA [MN]
By by Tim Nelson, Sea Stachura, and Tom Scheck
Minnesota Public Radio [MPR]
February 20, 2009
 
“California developers are poised to announce an effort to raise $1 billion to create a 
bioscience research center just outside of Rochester. The Elk Run project has drawn the 
interest of one of the industry's leading developers. If successful, it could turn the region 
into a national center for research into new drugs, medical devices and other breakthroughs.”
 
“A San Francisco-based venture capitalist who manages hundreds of millions of dollars in 
biotech investments has joined an effort to turn a little-known development in tiny Pine 
Island, Minn., into a biotech research powerhouse.
 
The site is known as Elk Run, and these days, it isn't much to look at. It's a fenced stretch of 
vacant land along Highway 52, about 10 minutes north of Rochester.
 
The California real estate company that is developing the site has been meeting with state 
and local officials to tell them it wants to start work on a 1,700 acre mixed-use residential 
and business development, centered around a biotech business campus.
 
That firm, Tower Investments, hopes Steven Burrill, the venture capitalist, will fund research 
there for experimental drugs, treatments for diseases and medical products, sources tell 
MPR.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2009/02/19/
elk_run_bioscience_plan/
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Chem-Demil News 

TOOELE CHEMICAL AGENT DISPOSAL FACILITY (TOCDF) AND UMATILLA CHEMICAL 
AGENT DISPOSAL FACILITY (UMCDF) – SHARING LESSONS LEARNED – THE HEEL 
TRANSFER SYSTEM
US Army Chemical Materials Agency News Release
February 19, 2009
 
“The Heel Transfer System (HTS), which was designed by workers at the Tooele Chemical 
Agent Disposal Facility (TOCDF), will soon help at least one other U.S. chem demil site 
eliminate its stockpile of HD mustard ton containers. Engineers from the Umatilla Chemical 
Agent Disposal Facility (UMCDF) recently visited TOCDF to gain hands-on experience and 
knowledge of the HTS. The UMCDF engineers spent two days “test driving” their own heel 
transfer system, which was built by TOCDF workers. After the hands-on experience, the HTS 
will be disassembled and shipped to Umatilla, Ore.
 
“We’re trying to make it as easy as possible for them,” said Tim Hutson, TOCDF’s HTS 
project manager, who, along with system engineer Kesley Kimmel, will travel to Umatilla to 
assist with installing, testing and/or operating UMCDF’s heel transfer system.
 
While the two sites have long shared lessons learned, including the TOCDF-designed glove 
boxes used to safely vent hydrogen from mustard ton containers, this is the first time the 
two have shared something so complicated. “Stuff like this usually goes through the CDTF 
(Chemical Demilitarization Training Facility), but because of the tight  schedule, we are 
sharing this directly with UMCDF,” Hutson noted.
 
TOCDF workers developed the HTS in less than four months back in 2007 to effectively and 
efficiently deal with high-heel mustard ton containers. The HTS uses a high pressure, warm 
water spray to reduce the heels, i.e., residual solids, from mustard ton containers that are 
too heavy to be processed through the metal parts furnace.
 
TOCDF started HTS operations Oct. 3, 2008, and is using it to destroy more than 3,000 low 
mercury/high-heel ton containers in the DCD stockpile. UMCDF expects to start operating its 
HTS in early April to help destroy more than 2,000 HD mustard ton containers.
 
Hutson said it’s possible that the HTS, or certain aspects of it, also could be utilized at chem 
demil sites in Pine Bluff, Ark. and Anniston, Ala.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.cma.army.mil/fndocumentviewer.aspx?
docid=003680091
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BLUE GRASS CHEMICAL ACTIVITY: SUCCESSFUL INSPECTION, AGAIN
By Ronica Shannon
The Richmond Register [KY]
February 14, 2009
 
“Blue Grass Chemical Activity recently received its 13th inspection that is a part of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention.
 
Inspectors from the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) based in 
The Netherlands arrived on site Monday, Feb. 2, for a four-day inspection to determine how 
safely and efficiently the chemical weapons at the Blue Grass Army Depot are being cared 
for.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.richmondregister.com/archivesearch/
local_story_045164358.html
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