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Chem-Bio News

1.  FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AND GREENPEACE WARN ABOUT OBAMA'S INAUGURAL 
TRAIN RIDE:  “The two environmental groups recommend that DHS and the Department of 
Transportation should remove temporarily from the Philadelphia-DC rail corridor the most 
hazardous industrial chemical cargoes, such as chlorine gas and ammonia, and should push 
commercial facilities to shut down their most dangerous high-pressure chemical operations 
and significantly reduce their on-site chemical storage.”

2.  SOVIETS STOLE BOMB IDEA FROM U.S., BOOK SAYS:  “Now, a new book says 
Moscow acquired the secret of the hydrogen bomb not from its own scientists but from an 
atomic spy at the Los Alamos weapons lab in New Mexico.” 

3. SCIENTISTS DISCOVER DANGEROUS NEW METHOD FOR BACTERIAL TOXIN 
TRANSFER:  “Scientists have discovered a new way for bacteria to transfer toxic genes to 
unrelated bacterial species, a finding that raises the unsettling possibility that bacterial 
swapping of toxins and other disease-aiding factors may be more common than previously 
imagined.” 

 

Chem-Demil News 

1. DESERET CHEMICAL DEPOT - DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
(FONSI) - PROPOSED INSTALLATION AND OPERATION OF A SMALL-SCALE 
INCINERATION UNIT FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF CHEMICAL AGENTS TABUN AND 
LEWISITE AT THE DESERET CHEMICAL DEPOT IN UTAH:  “…..the Commander of the 
DeD has concluded that installing and operating a small-scale liquid incinerator system to 
thermally destroy both the GA and Lewisite, as well as the spent decontamination solutions 
and other liquid waste solutions generated during operations would have no significant 
adverse impact on land use, air quality, water use and/or water quality, ecological 
resources, socioeconomic resources in the area, cultural (i.e. archaeological and historic) 
resources, human health, minority or low-income populations in the area, or on waste 
management practices.”
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Chem-Bio News

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AND GREENPEACE WARN ABOUT OBAMA'S INAUGURAL 
TRAIN RIDE
By Jacob Goodwin
Government Security News
January 6, 2009
 



“Two leading environmental groups, the Friends of the Earth and Greenpeace, have written 
a letter to the Secret Service warning about the potential danger of a catastrophic terrorist 
attack on a hazardous chemical facility along the East Coast rail corridor while Barack 
Obama and Joe Biden make a highly-publicized pre-inaugural whistle-stop train trip to 
Washington, DC, on Jan. 17.
 
Obama and Biden have announced plans to travel by rail from Philadelphia, PA, to 
Wilmington, DE, to Baltimore, MD, and on to Washington, giving speeches in several cities 
that day, according to the 2009 Presidential Inaugural Committee.”
 
“The two environmental groups recommend that DHS and the Department of Transportation 
should remove temporarily from the Philadelphia-DC rail corridor the most hazardous 
industrial chemical cargoes, such as chlorine gas and ammonia, and should push commercial 
facilities to shut down their most dangerous high-pressure chemical operations and 
significantly reduce their on-site chemical storage.”
 

The full article can be found at:  http://www.gsnmagazine.com/cms/market-segments/
critical-infrastructure/1309.html
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SOVIETS STOLE BOMB IDEA FROM U.S., BOOK SAYS
By William J. Broad
The New York Times
December 30, 2008
 
“Now, a new book says Moscow acquired the secret of the hydrogen bomb not from its own 
scientists but from an atomic spy at the Los Alamos weapons lab in New Mexico. Historians 
call its case sketchy but worthy of investigation, saying the book, “The Nuclear Express: A 
Political History of the Bomb and its Proliferation,” by Thomas C. Reed and Danny B. 
Stillman, adds to a growing number of riddles about who invented the Soviet H-bomb a half 
century ago.
 
The book does not name the suspected spy but says he was born in the United States, grew 
up in a foreign country, fell in with communist sympathizers during the depression, and 
worked at Los Alamos during World War II. Afterward, it says, he became “deeply involved” 
in the American effort to develop the H-bomb. The book says that Mr. Stillman, a physicist 
who worked at Los Alamos from 1965 to 2000 and served for more than a decade as the 
lab’s director of intelligence, took his suspicions in the 1990s to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. But the F.B.I. inquiry, the book says, was “botched beyond recognition” and 
went nowhere. The alleged spy, the book adds, is now dead. The F.B.I., often accused of 
disarray in cases of atomic spying, declined to comment.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/30/science/30bomb.html
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SCIENTISTS DISCOVER DANGEROUS NEW METHOD FOR BACTERIAL TOXIN 
TRANSFER
Physorg.com
January 6, 2009
 
“Scientists have discovered a new way for bacteria to transfer toxic genes to unrelated 
bacterial species, a finding that raises the unsettling possibility that bacterial swapping of 
toxins and other disease-aiding factors may be more common than previously imagined.
 
In a laboratory experiment, the scientists from NYU School of Medicine discovered that 
Staphylococcus aureus, a notorious bacterium that causes toxic shock syndrome and many 
other types of infections and is the scourge of hospitals nationwide due to its growing 
antibiotic resistance, could co-opt viral parasites as secret pipelines for transferring toxin 
genes to vastly different bacterial species.”
 
“The startling new finding, published in the Jan. 2, 2009, issue of Science by John Chen, Ph.
D., and Richard Novick, M.D., suggests that Staph aureus also can take advantage of 
bacteriophages, viruses that infect bacteria, to pass genetic material on to completely 
unrelated bacteria. In the lab, the researchers showed that Staph could transfer genes for 
deadly toxic shock to Listeria monocytogenes, which is already known to cause a potentially 
deadly form of food poisoning. This is the first time that phages have been observed to 
serve as shuttle vehicles for bacterial toxins between different species.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.physorg.com/news150481769.html
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DESERET CHEMICAL DEPOT - DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
(FONSI) - PROPOSED INSTALLATION AND OPERATION OF A SMALL-SCALE 
INCINERATION UNIT FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF CHEMICAL AGENTS TABUN AND 
LEWISITE AT THE DESERET CHEMICAL DEPOT IN UTAH
US Army Chemical Materials Agency News Release
January 5, 2009
 
“DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)
Proposed Installation and Operation of a Small-Scale Incineration Unit for the Destruction of 
Chemical Agents Tabun and Lewisite at the Deseret Chemical Depot in Utah
 



Description of the Proposed Action:
The US Army Chemical Materials Agency (CMA) is evaluating the proposed addition of a 
small-scale liquid incinerator system to thermally destroy both the chemical agents Tabun 
(GA) and Lewisite, as well at the spent decontamination solutions and other liquid waste 
solutions generated during operations at the Deseret Chemical Depot (DCD) in Utah. The 
incinerator and its associated pollution abatement system (PAS) and auxiliary equipment 
would be installed within the boundary of DCD's Area 10 in a previously disturbed area. The 
proposed liquid incinerator (LlC) would be approximately one-third the size of one of the 
existing TOCDF LlCs.
 
The purpose of the action is to provide for the safe and timely destruction of DCD's 
inventory of GA and Lewisite in parallel with ongoing TOCDF mustard disposal operations. 
This action is needed to meet current U.S. obligations and timetables under the Chemical 
Weapons Convention (CWC) and Congressional directives at DCD. Design, construction and 
completion of operations of the proposed action would be completed before the CWC treaty 
deadline of April 2012. In order to minimize the potential for significantly extending the 
operational lifetime of the TOCDF, additional on-site treatment capacity is required to 
support the destruction of GA and Lewisite. Specifically, the proposed LlC would provide the 
capacity for destroying the GA and Lewisite while mustard disposal operations were ongoing 
at the TOCDF. The proposed action would eliminate the risk to the public from continued 
storage of these chemical agents and associated bulk storage containers.
 
PROJECT ALTERNATIVES:
The alternatives to the Proposed Action that were considered include (1) the noaction 
alternative of continued storage without destruction (2) use of the existing TOCDF 
incinerators (3) neutralization.
 
ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS:
The information and analyses presented in the Environmental Assessment (EA) entitled the 
Proposed Installation and Operation of a Small-Scale Incineration Unit for the Destruction of 
Chemical Agents Tabun and Lewisite at DCD in Utah, December 2008, indicate that the 
proposed action of installing a small-scale liquid incinerator system and auxiliary systems at 
DCD and operating this unit to destroy the DCD's stockpile of agents GA and lewisite would 
have no significant environmental impacts. Installation and operation of the proposed 
equipment would help ensure the timely and efficient destruction of agents GA and Lewisite.
 
Installation and operation of a new PAS would ensure the emissions from the proposed 
small-scale incinerator would be in compliance with applicable regulatory limits. Based upon 
examination of the findings of previous human health and ecological risk assessments 
conducted on the emissions from the existing TOCDF, the emissions from the small-scale 
incinerator with the PAS in operation would not result in significant impacts to human health 
or to ecological resources. Consumption of additional resources, such as water, to support 
the proposed action would involve incremental quantities that are small fractions of the 
consumption requirements for the existing TOCDF. The additional waste streams to be 
created by the proposed action are likewise only small, incremental amounts of the wastes 
normally generated by baseline operation of the TOCDF.
 
The alternatives to the Proposed Action that were considered include (1) the noaction 



alternative of continued storage without destruction (2) use of the existing TOCDF 
incinerators (3) neutralization. An evaluation of the no-action alternative indicates that no 
significant impacts would occur; however, the no-action alternative could jeopardize the 
ability of the US to comply with chemical warfare agent destruction deadlines established 
under the CWC and Congressional directives. Furthermore, choosing the noaction alternative 
would require the continued commitment of resources for stockpile monitoring, surveillance, 
and maintenance for as long as the agents GA and Lewisite remained in storage.
 
Compliance with the US obligations under the CWC Treaty for the timely and complete 
destruction of the chemical agent stockpile was an important consideration in the selection 
of the current proposed action. The existing incinerators at the TOCDF have repeatedly 
demonstrated they can safely destroy chemical agents. However, since the GA and Lewisite 
destruction would need to be sequenced in series with the current mustard processing 
campaign, the ability for the TOCDF to meet the CWC Treaty deadline for 100% destruction 
of all chemical agents would be in jeopardy. Neutralization was not pursued further as a 
disposal option because it would also work against the effort to meet the CWC Treaty 
milestone.
 
FACTS AND CONCLUSIONS LEADING TO A FONSI:  
On reviewing the EA Proposed Installation and Operation of a Small-Scale Incineration Unit 
for the Destruction of Chemical Agents Tabun and Lewisite at DCD in Utah, December 2008, 
and other project information, the Commander of the DeD has concluded that installing and 
operating a small-scale liquid incinerator system to thermally destroy both the GA and 
Lewisite, as well as the spent decontamination solutions and other liquid waste solutions 
generated during operations would have no significant adverse impact on land use, air 
quality, water use and/or water quality, ecological resources, socioeconomic resources in the 
area, cultural (i.e. archaeological and historic) resources, human health, minority or low-
income populations in the area, or on waste management practices. The cumulative impacts 
of the proposed action in relation to the impacts of past, present and reasonably foreseeable 
actions related to storage and destruction of chemical agents and in the general area would 
likewise not be significant. Therefore, an environmental impact statement will not be 
prepared.
 
ADMINISTRATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION: 
Persons wishing to comment may do so within 30 days of the date of publication of this 
notice in the Tooele Transcript, Salt Lake Tribune and the Deseret News. All comments 
received during the comment period will be considered in developing the final decision of the 
Proposed Action. 
 
Requests for copies of the EA and this Draft FONSI are available from:
Public Affairs Officer
Deseret Chemical Depot
Tooele, Utah 87074
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.cma.army.mil/fndocumentviewer.aspx?
docid=003679833
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