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Chem-Bio News

1.  U.S. SHOULD PRODUCE OWN ISOTOPES: EXPERT:  “His concerns follow warnings 
from two other noted U.S. nuclear experts on the dangers of Canada's continued use of 
highly-enriched, bomb-grade uranium to produce medical isotopes at the Chalk River 
Laboratories, two hours northwest of Ottawa.”

2.  REPORT: U.S. REJECTED ISRAELI PLEA TO ATTACK IRAN:  “President Bush rejected 
several Israeli requests last year for weapons and permission for a potential airstrike inside 
Iran, the author of an investigative report told CNN.” 

3.  FOOD TERRORISM TOPS 2009 SAFETY SCARE LIST:  “Economic terrorism and 
deadly strains of E. coli are among the main food safety issues that manufacturers could 
face in the US in 2009, according to a law firm which represents victims of food-borne illness 
outbreaks.” 
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U.S. SHOULD PRODUCE OWN ISOTOPES: EXPERT
By Ian Macleod
The Ottawa Citizen
January 9, 2009
 
“The United States must abandon the "unreliable and unsafe" supply of medical isotopes 
from Canada and other nations and start producing its own, says a leading expert on non-
proliferation and nuclear terrorism prevention.
 
The renewed call to create a domestic U.S. supply is issued in the latest online edition of the 
respected Bulletin of Atomic Scientists by Edwin S. Lyman, a senior scientist with the Union 
of Concerned Scientists in Washington. He challenges the incoming U.S. administration to 
end Canada's dominance in the multi-billion-dollar isotope industry while increasing global 
security.”
 
“His concerns follow warnings from two other noted U.S. nuclear experts on the dangers of 
Canada's continued use of highly-enriched, bomb-grade uranium to produce medical 
isotopes at the Chalk River Laboratories, two hours northwest of Ottawa.
 
An emerging process uses more secure low-enriched uranium to make molybdenum-99, a 
short-lived radioactive isotope that decays into technetium 99m, the world's most important 
and widely used isotope for detecting anomalies in the heart, brain and other organs, as well 
as in blood and for tumours.”



 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/should+produce
+isotopes+Expert/1152469/story.html
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REPORT: U.S. REJECTED ISRAELI PLEA TO ATTACK IRAN
CNN
January 11, 2009
 
“President Bush rejected several Israeli requests last year for weapons and permission for a 
potential airstrike inside Iran, the author of an investigative report told CNN.
 
Israel approached the White House in early 2008 with three requests for an attack on Iran's 
main nuclear complex, said New York Times reporter David Sanger. His article appears in 
the newspaper on Sunday.
 
According to Sanger, Israel wanted specialized bunker-busting bombs, equipment to help 
refuel planes making flights into Iran and permission to fly over Iraq to reach the major 
nuclear complex at Natanz, the site of Iran's only known uranium enrichment plant.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/meast/01/11/iran.israel.
nuclear/index.html
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FOOD TERRORISM TOPS 2009 SAFETY SCARE LIST
By Sarah Hills
FoodNavigator-USA.com
January 5, 2009
 
“Economic terrorism and deadly strains of E. coli are among the main food safety issues that 
manufacturers could face in the US in 2009, according to a law firm which represents victims 
of food-borne illness outbreaks.
 
For 2009, Bill Marler, food safety advocate and managing partner of law firm Marler Clark, 
asked the food safety community to weigh in on the most pressing food safety challenges.
 
Top of the list was globalization, including the possibility of "economic or chemical 
terrorism", which may not directly intend to scare people but is the intentional adulteration 
of the food supply motivated by profit, as in the case of the recent melamine scare in China .
 
A lack of regulation for certain E. coli strains was also highlighted.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/content/view/
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