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Chem-Bio News

1. [IS] DEFENSE ATTEMPTING TO BLOCK REPORT ABOUT ANTHRAX TRIAL:  “The 
Defense Ministry is attempting to block or delay the release of a new report criticizing the 
Israel Institute for Biological Research in Nes Tziona for its experiment on an anthrax 
vaccine, which allegedly afflicted the trial subjects.”

2. BUSH PASSES OFF 'FOOTBALL' TO NEW QUARTERBACK:  “The metal briefcase with 
the power to launch Armageddon arrived at the Capitol yesterday behind George W. Bush 
and left trailing President Obama.” 

3.  20TH SUPCOM (CBRNE) ON THE ROAD TO FULL OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY:  
“Two of the most monumental changes affecting the Chemical Corps were the activation of 
the 48th Chemical Brigade in September 2007 and the continued growth and development 
of the 20th Support Command (SUPCOM) (Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and 
High-Yield Explosives [CBRNE]).” 

4.  S'PORE OPENS FACILITY TO DETECT HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:  “Singapore today 
opened a new border inspection facility at the Tuas Checkpoint that can detect hazardous 
materials such as chemical or biological agents brought into the republic.”   

5. PLANNED REORGANIZATION OF RUSSIA'S MILITARY EDUCATION SYSTEM 
DETAILED:  “The Marshal of the Soviet Union S.K. Timoshenko Military Academy of 
Radiation, Chemical and Biological Protection (Kostroma) will incorporate the Nizhniy 
Novgorod Higher Military Engineering Command School, the Saratov Military Institute of 
Biological and Chemical Security, [and] the Tyumen Higher Military Engineering Command 
School.” 

6. SWISS ENGINEER IN INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR SECRETS PROBE FREED ON 
BAIL:  “They are accused of helping Libya develop a nuclear weapons programme and were 
alleged to have been in contact with Abdul Qadeer Khan, the disgraced father of Pakistan's 
nuclear bomb and kingpin of a network supplying nuclear technology to rogue states.” 
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[IS] DEFENSE ATTEMPTING TO BLOCK REPORT ABOUT ANTHRAX TRIAL
By Yossi Melman
Haaretz.com
January 19, 2009
 
“The Defense Ministry is attempting to block or delay the release of a new report criticizing 
the Israel Institute for Biological Research in Nes Tziona for its experiment on an anthrax 
vaccine, which allegedly afflicted the trial subjects.”
 



“The committee, headed by Prof. Reuven Porat, was established by the Medical Corps to 
clear its name of any involvement in the controversial experiment. The once-secret 
experiment, called Omer Two, began in 1998 and lasted eight years.
 
In the experiment, which was conducted under the auspices of the army's Helsinki 
committee on human experimentation, 716 IDF soldiers were given seven doses of an anti-
anthrax vaccine developed by the Nes Tziona biological institute. But despite the 
involvement of the Helsinki committee, the mandated procedures were not followed in full, 
and there was no extended medical supervision of the vaccinated soldiers.
 
A year and a half ago, a group of soldiers vaccinated in the experiment asked the IDF and 
Defense Ministry for all the details of the experiment, saying they suffered from debilitating 
side effects.
 
The army and Defense Ministry ignored the request and would not recognize the soldiers as 
disabled veterans - eligible for benefits from the IDF”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1056673.html
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BUSH PASSES OFF 'FOOTBALL' TO NEW QUARTERBACK
By Chuck Bennett
The New York Post
January 21, 2009
 
“The metal briefcase with the power to launch Armageddon arrived at the Capitol yesterday 
behind George W. Bush and left trailing President Obama.
 
Moments after Obama was sworn in, a military aide in full dress uniform holding the black 
container, which holds the keys to a nuclear strike, crossed the platform to stand closer to 
the new commander in chief.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.nypost.com/seven/01212009/news/politics/
bush_passes_off_football_to_new_quarterb_151188.htm
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20TH SUPCOM (CBRNE) ON THE ROAD TO FULL OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY 
BY MAJ Joseph Scrocca, USA
US Army Chemical Review
Winter, 2008
 
“Two of the most monumental changes affecting the Chemical Corps were the activation of 
the 48th Chemical Brigade in September 2007 and the continued growth and development 



of the 20th Support Command (SUPCOM) (Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and 
High-Yield Explosives [CBRNE]).”
 
“The 20th SUPCOM was activated at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, in October 2004. 
The 52d Ordnance Group (EOD), its five EOD battalions, and the 22d Chemical Battalion 
were assigned to the new headquarters. The mission was to provide an operational 
headquarters for command and control of Army CBRNE operations and to serve as the 
primary Army force provider of specialized CBRNE capabilities.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.wood.army.mil/chmdsd/pdfs/Winter%2008/
Scrocca.pdf
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S'PORE OPENS FACILITY TO DETECT HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
Malaysian National News Agency (Bernama.com)
January 20, 2009
 
“Singapore today opened a new border inspection facility at the Tuas Checkpoint that can 
detect hazardous materials such as chemical or biological agents brought into the republic.
 
The $4 million facility which has a laboratory and decontamination unit was opened by 
Singapore's Deputy Prime Minister and Home Affairs Minister Wong Kan Seng.
 
Touted by the Singapore authority as the first border facility of its kind in the world, the 
Tuas Protective and Analytical Facility would alert the Immigration and Customs Authority 
(ICA) if it detects the release of hazardous agents at the checkpoint cargo lanes.
 
The facility also has a decontamination unit for checkpoint officers to swiftly wash 
themselves down in the event of a chemical spill or a deliberate terrorist attack involving 
chemical or biological weapons.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v5/newsindex.php?
id=384990
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PLANNED REORGANIZATION OF RUSSIA'S MILITARY EDUCATION SYSTEM 
DETAILED
BBC Monitoring Former Soviet Union – Political Supplied by BBC Worldwide Monitoring
January 18, 2009
 
“On 24 December, the chairman of the Russian Federation government, Vladimir Putin, 
Vladimir Putin signed a decree on the optimization of the network of the Russian Defence 
Ministry's military educational establishments "for the purposes of improving the system of 



training specialists for the Russian Federation Armed Forces".
 
“The Marshal of the Soviet Union S.K. Timoshenko Military Academy of Radiation, Chemical 
and Biological Protection (Kostroma) will incorporate the Nizhniy Novgorod Higher Military 
Engineering Command School, the Saratov Military Institute of Biological and Chemical 
Security, [and] the Tyumen Higher Military Engineering Command School.”
 
Link not available.
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SWISS ENGINEER IN INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR SECRETS PROBE FREED ON BAIL
SpaceWar.com
January 22, 2009
 
“A Swiss court on Thursday ordered the release of an alleged double agent held for four 
years ago on suspicion of taking part in an international nuclear arms smuggling network.
 
Switzerland's Federal Criminal Court said in a statement that Marco Tinner should be freed 
on bail of 100,000 Swiss francs (86,550 dollars, 66,300 euros), 10 times more than the 
amount required for the release of his brother Urs Tinner last month.”
 
“They are accused of helping Libya develop a nuclear weapons programme and were alleged 
to have been in contact with Abdul Qadeer Khan, the disgraced father of Pakistan's nuclear 
bomb and kingpin of a network supplying nuclear technology to rogue states.”
 
“In 2000, the CIA is said to have recruited his son Urs, who eventually persuaded his father 
and younger brother to work with him as moles.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.spacewar.com/2006/090122132114.8h80jtlf.
html
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