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Chem-Bio News
1.   COMMITTEE FORMED TO REVIEW FBI ANTHRAX INVESTIGATION:  “The public 
has 20 days to comment on the makeup of an independent committee being assembled to 
study the science the FBI used in its investigation into the 2001 anthrax mailings.”
2.  BIOCONTAINMENT LAB TO RESEARCH INFECTIOUS DISEASE:  “The University of 
Tennessee Health Science Center in Memphis has completed a new laboratory for research 
on infectious diseases and bioterrorism.” 
3.   CBIRF MARINES AND SAILORS CONDUCT MARITIME OPERATIONS FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN SEVEN YEARS:  “CBIRF Marines and sailors exercised their chemical, 
biological, radiological, nuclear, and high-yield explosive (CBRNE) consequence management 
skills at Eastern Shield, an exercise here March 17th.” 
4.   ACCORD ON NEW RULES ELUDES NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS:  “Nuclear supplier 
countries last month ended their annual plenary meeting without agreeing on new rules for 
exports related to uranium enrichment and spent fuel reprocessing.” 
 

 Chem-Demil News 

1.  UMATILLA CHEMICAL AGENT DISPOSAL FACILITY - SLOW AND DELIBERATE 
MUSTARD CAMPAIGN START-UP CONTINUES:  “As with all new campaigns, the mustard 
campaign involves a new type of agent and new size of munition.”
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COMMITTEE FORMED TO REVIEW FBI ANTHRAX INVESTIGATION
By Justin M. Palk
FrederickNewsPost.com
July 02, 2009
 
“The public has 20 days to comment on the makeup of an independent committee being 
assembled to study the science the FBI used in its investigation into the 2001 anthrax 
mailings.
 
The 14 provisional members of the National Academy of Sciences study committee include 
medical doctors, chemists, microbiologists and a U.S. District Court judge.
 
The academy will consider public comments on the proposed committee membership before 
finalizing the roster.
 
The FBI requested the study last year, after critics questioned the validity of the science it 
used in matching the anthrax used in the 2001 mailings with that in a flask controlled by 
Bruce Ivins, a Fort Detrick microbiologist.
 



Ivins committed suicide on July 26, 2008.”
 
The full article can be found at:  https://www.fredericknewspost.com/sections/news/display.
htm?StoryID=92115
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BIOCONTAINMENT LAB TO RESEARCH INFECTIOUS DISEASE
The Associated Press on thedailytimes.com
July 05, 2009
 
“The University of Tennessee Health Science Center in Memphis has completed a new 
laboratory for research on infectious diseases and bioterrorism.
 
Professor Gerald Byrne, the Regional Biocontainment Laboratory director, says the lab will 
help develop new vaccines and antibiotics.”
 
…..
 
“Research is already under way on cholera, tularemia), SARS and multi-drug resistant 
pathogens, including tuberculosis.
 
The 30,315-square-foot facility is a “level 3” biocontainment lab, one of 13 across the 
country supported by the National Institutes of Health as part of its Regional Centers of 
Excellence for Biodefense and Emerging Infectious Diseases project.
 
The level 3 designation refers to pathogens that could be transmitted through the air, Byrne 
said.”
 
…..
 
“The lab is first building in the planned 1.2 million square foot UT Baptist Research Park that 
will also house a new College of Pharmacy building as well as private biotechnology offices 
and laboratories.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.thedailytimes.com/article/20090706/
NEWS/907059961
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CBIRF MARINES AND SAILORS CONDUCT MARITIME OPERATIONS FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN SEVEN YEARS 
By Sgt. Leslie Palmer
CBRNIAC Newsletter
July 2009



 
“Most Marines and sailors at Chemical Biological Incident Response Force (CBIRF), II Marine 
Expeditionary Force are used to operating on land. In an effort to disengage from their 
comfort zones, CBIRF Marines and sailors took their training to different venues.
 
CBIRF Marines and sailors exercised their chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, and 
high-yield explosive (CBRNE) consequence management skills at Eastern Shield, an exercise 
here March 17th. For the first time in seven years, Marines and sailors forged their way to 
simulated casualties on a wobbly ship in the midst of ocean waters.
 
“My intent is to be able to take away enough lessons learned from this operation and 
formalize some sort of a standard operating procedure for maritime operations, because 
we’ll (CBIRF Marines and sailors) come down here again and do the same thing. We’ll be 
that much more prepared,” said Col. John Pollock, commanding officer, CBIRF.”
 
The full article can be found at:  https://www.cbrniac.apgea.army.mil/Documents/
vol10_num2.pdf
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ACCORD ON NEW RULES ELUDES NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS
By Daniel Horner
Arms Control Association
July/August 2009
 
“Nuclear supplier countries last month ended their annual plenary meeting without agreeing 
on new rules for exports related to uranium enrichment and spent fuel reprocessing.
 
In a June 12 statement issued at the close of a meeting in Budapest, the 46-nation Nuclear 
Suppliers Group (NSG) said its members had "agreed to continue to work to strengthen" the 
group's guidelines in that area. Equipment and technology related to enrichment and 
reprocessing are considered to be particularly sensitive types of nuclear exports because 
those processes can produce material that is usable in a nuclear weapon.
 
The current NSG guidelines contain only a general instruction to exercise "restraint" in 
sensitive exports. The suppliers have been working for years to adopt a more rigorous 
standard. They have agreed to use a so-called criteria-based approach, under which 
recipients of sensitive exports would have to meet a list of preset requirements. However, 
the NSG members have not been able to agree on the specific list of criteria.“
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.armscontrol.org/node/3729
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UMATILLA CHEMICAL AGENT DISPOSAL FACILITY - SLOW AND DELIBERATE 
MUSTARD CAMPAIGN START-UP CONTINUES
US Army Chemical Materials Agency News Release
July 09, 2009
 
    “The Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility (UMCDF) is continuing a slow and 
deliberate start-up and characterization of the HD mustard ton containers disposal campaign 
under oversight of the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality.
Safety remains the highest priority, and each step in a new campaign must work safely, 
correctly and repeatedly before workers proceed to the next steps.
 
    As with all new campaigns, the mustard campaign involves a new type of agent and new 
size of munition. In addition, this campaign employs new hardware and procedures to safely 
manage mercury contamination in mustard agent and containers.
 
    On June 30, mercury readings were detected in the Metal Parts Furnace (MPF) Pollution 
Abatement System (PAS) when a ton container expected to contain mercury was being 
processed. Backup monitoring equipment designed to validate or refute mercury readings 
were evaluated on site, and confirmation tubes also were sent off site to an EPA laboratory. 
Certified EPA lab results confirmed low levels of mercury.
 
    For safety, mustard ton container processing was paused while the Pollution Abatement 
System was inspected and tested. Unintended leakage in a damper mechanism in the PAS 
was discovered. That damper was replaced and tested. As an added precaution, carbon 
filters designed to capture any mercury in the Pollution Abatement System are being 
replaced. Once that work is done, the entire system will be verified before processing 
resumes. If system tests are successful, processing should resume within the next several 
days.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.cma.army.mil/include/docrendition.asp?
DocID=003681031
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