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Chem-Bio News

1.   BRISTOL TERROR SUSPECT HAD 'CONCERNING INTEREST IN GERM WARFARE':  
“A muslim convert suspected of intending to detonate a suicide bomb in Broadmead also 
displayed a concerning interest in germ warfare, a court heard.”

2.   NEW REPORT WARNS AGAINST APPLYING PERSONNEL SECURITY MEASURES 
TO BIORESEARCH LABS:  “Before instituting new requirements for nongovernment 
research institutions, Washington should “consider existing employment and biosafety 
training practices … as they may already contribute to vetting of personnel” and prevent 
“malicious actors or unstable personnel” from gaining access to pathogens that could be 
used in acts of bioterrorism, a new report by the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science recommends.” 

3.  IRAN'S WAR VETERANS TURN AGAINST AHMADINEJAD:  “Their lungs still suffer 
the after-effects of Saddam Hussein's chemical weapons, but many veterans of Iran's 
devastating eight-year war with Iraq have thrown their influential voices behind the 
reformist contenders in Friday's presidential election.” 

4.  'PIGS' CITED AS SERIOUS TERROR THREAT:  "Chemical, biological and/or nuclear 
weapons can be stored in the pig and moved remotely through the thousands of miles of 
sewage, oil and water pipes throughout Iraq," he added.” 

5.   MARINE BATTLES OVER CONTAMINATED LEJEUNE WATER:  “…..a federal agency 
that studied the contamination and its possible effects issued a report that said adults who 
drank, bathed in and cleaned with the tainted water faced almost no increased risk of cancer 
or other illness. Last month, Ensminger and his cohorts claimed a victory when the agency 
retracted that report.” 

6.  FRIEDEN BEGINS ROLE AS CDC DIRECTOR:  “Thomas R. Frieden, MD, MPH, today 
became the 16th director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and 
administrator for the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR).” 

7.  JAPANESE TAKES CLEAR LEAD IN STRAW POLL FOR IAEA HELM:  “A Japanese 
diplomat took a clear lead over four rivals in a straw poll held on Tuesday to identify a 
frontrunner to succeed U.N. nuclear agency chief Mohamed ElBaradei.” 

8.  NIAID RENEWS FUNDING FOR NATIONAL EMERGING INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
RESEARCH NETWORK:  “The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), 
part of the National Institutes of Health, today announced renewed funding for 10 previously 
established Regional Centers of Excellence for Biodefense and Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Research (RCE).”
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Chem-Bio News

BRISTOL TERROR SUSPECT HAD 'CONCERNING INTEREST IN GERM WARFARE'
ThisIsBristol.co.uk
June 08, 2009
 
“A muslim convert suspected of intending to detonate a suicide bomb in Broadmead also 
displayed a concerning interest in germ warfare, a court heard.
 
Winchester Crown Court heard AS level student Isa Ibrahim questioned micro biologist Dr 
Sarah Maddocks when she gave a lecture into how science could be fun at City of Bristol 
College in November 2007.”
 
"He used Anthrax as an example and I answered his questions in the broadest terms I 
could."
 
Dr Maddocks, who formerly worked at the Government Research Facility at Porton Down, 
told the court that after fobbing the persistent student off she discussed the matter with her 
lecturer husband Robert Hawkins, and he reported it to college authorities.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.thisisbristol.co.uk/homepage/Bristol-terror-
suspect-concerning-germ-warfare/article-1059206-detail/article.html
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NEW REPORT WARNS AGAINST APPLYING PERSONNEL SECURITY MEASURES TO 
BIORESEARCH LABS
By Martin Matishak
Global Security Newswire
June 09, 2009
 
“Before instituting new requirements for nongovernment research institutions, Washington 
should “consider existing employment and biosafety training practices … as they may 
already contribute to vetting of personnel” and prevent “malicious actors or unstable 
personnel” from gaining access to pathogens that could be used in acts of bioterrorism, a 
new report by the American Association for the Advancement of Science recommends.
 
The May 29 study, titled “Biological Safety Training Programs as a Component of Personnel 
Responsibility,” was conducted by two units within the association. More than two dozen 
experts in biosafety, biosecurity and the life sciences, along with architects and engineers, 
participated in a March workshop that formed the basis of the report.”
 
“There is a growing concern that too much emphasis on safety and security will “hurt the 
research enterprise as a whole,” according to Thomas Ksiazek, a visiting professor at the 
Galveston National Laboratory at the University of Texas Medical Branch. The increased 
burden for training and credentialing might turn some scientists away from such work, he 



said.
 
Institutionalized security programs based on nuclear efforts would also put a “burdensome 
emphasis” on laboratory inventory, requiring some sites to spend months “counting vials” 
and their contents, according to Ksiazek. Trying to exact that amount of control is 
“nonsensical” because “plutonium doesn’t make new plutonium atoms; microorganisms are 
multiplying entities,” he said.
 
Ksiazek said the report’s authors tried to achieve a balance between measures that are so 
demanding they have “very untoward” effects on the ability to perform research and not 
wanting to seem as being unresponsive to current “political pressures.”
 
He suggested the life sciences research community adopt a “tiered system,” one directly 
linked to the select agents list, that would tie the amount of training and security required 
for personnel to the potential threat of the material in question.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090609_7807.php
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IRAN'S WAR VETERANS TURN AGAINST AHMADINEJAD
By Colin Freeman
The Telegraph (UK)
June 09, 2009
 
“Their lungs still suffer the after-effects of Saddam Hussein's chemical weapons, but many 
veterans of Iran's devastating eight-year war with Iraq have thrown their influential voices 
behind the reformist contenders in Friday's presidential election.”
 
“As the men who saved the Islamic Republic from extinction, the "Basijis", or "volunteers", 
are hugely respected in Iranian society. Murals celebrate their deeds on countless street 
corners, while the hundreds of thousands who survive are regarded as embodying the 
values of the 1979 Islamic revolution.
 
Yet increasingly, many veterans complain their identity has been hijacked by President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's hardliners. Today the term "Basiji" is generally used to refer to the 
militia of bearded, fundamentalist youths who attack liberal gatherings and harass young 
Iranians for wearing Western clothes.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/
iran/5487187/Irans-war-veterans-turn-against-Ahmadinejad.html
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'PIGS' CITED AS SERIOUS TERROR THREAT



Joseph Farah’s G2 Bulletin excerpted in WorldNetDaily.com
June 08, 2009
 
“The idea of using a device called a "pig," or pipeline inspection gauge, for mayhem isn't 
new, and even was highlighted in the James Bond movie "The World is Not Enough,” where 
a nuclear bomb is attached to such a device, according to a report in Joseph Farah's G2 
Bulletin.
 
In the movie storyline from many years ago, the plan was that the explosion would happen 
in a strategic oil pipeline in Kazakhstan and cut vital oil supplies to Europe. But analysts say 
that the concept is, indeed, grounded in reality.”
 
In fact, the use of pigs to carry explosives or even weapons of mass destruction in pipelines 
while performing various operations without stopping the flow of product in the pipeline is 
quite possible.”
 
"Chemical, biological and/or nuclear weapons can be stored in the pig and moved remotely 
through the thousands of miles of sewage, oil and water pipes throughout Iraq," he added.”
 
The full report can be found at:  http://worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.
view&pageId=100517
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MARINE BATTLES OVER CONTAMINATED LEJEUNE WATER
The Pueblo Chieftain
June 08, 2009
 
“Ensminger, a crew-cut career Marine now retired and living outside White Lake, is one of a 
handful of leaders in a nationwide fight to get the Corps to release information about 
contaminated drinking water that circulated through Camp Lejeune for decades before 
poisoned wells were closed in the mid-1980s.
 
He and others spend countless hours digging through records, presenting their findings to 
members of Congress and posting them on a Web site, The Few, the Proud, the Forgotten. 
They have kept the issue alive, they say, in hopes of getting help for people made sick by 
the water or who lost loved ones to illnesses caused by it.”
 
Ensminger's daughter, Janey, died in 1985 of leukemia, which Ensminger believes she 
contracted from exposure to the water at Camp Lejeune. She was 9 years old. In 1997, a 
federal agency that studied the contamination and its possible effects issued a report that 
said adults who drank, bathed in and cleaned with the tainted water faced almost no 
increased risk of cancer or other illness. Last month, Ensminger and his cohorts claimed a 
victory when the agency retracted that report.
 
The federal Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry also acknowledged for the 
first time that the water contained benzene, a known carcinogen. And it is working on a 



modeling project expected to show that tainted water flowed to the spigots of many more 
people than the Marine Corps originally reported and for much longer.
 
By some estimates, 1 million people — Marines and their dependents along with civilians 
who lived and worked on the base — are thought to have been exposed to a stew of 
chemicals known or suspected to cause cancer, birth defects, neurological disorders and 
other illnesses.
 
The contamination likely started within a few years of when Camp Lejeune was established 
in 1942, according to the toxic substances agency. It grew worse as thousands on tens of 
thousands of gallons of chemicals used for military vehicles, munitions, construction and 
pest control were spilled, dumped or buried all over the 244-square-mile base. Additional 
chemicals seeped into the water after leaching from a dry cleaner's and other businesses 
just outside the base.
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.chieftain.com/articles/2009/06/08/news/
latest_news/doc4a2d21946f229590790320.txt
 
ANALYST NOTE:  Further information on the Camp Lejeune Water Study and Notification 
Registry can be found at:  https://clnr.hqi.usmc.mil/clwater/
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FRIEDEN BEGINS ROLE AS CDC DIRECTOR
Infection Control Today Magazine
June 09, 2009
 
“Thomas R. Frieden, MD, MPH, today became the 16th director of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and administrator for the Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry (ATSDR). He was named director of CDC by the White House and the 
Department of Health and Human Services on May 15. 
 
Frieden, 48, has been the director of the New York City (NYC) Health Department since 
2002. He is an infectious disease expert and has lead initiatives that support wellness and 
prevention.  He replaces Dr. Richard Besser who has been the acting CDC director and 
acting ATSDR administrator since mid January. Besser returns to his role as director of 
CDC's Coordinating Office for Terrorism Preparedness and Emergency Response.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.infectioncontroltoday.com/hotnews/frieden-
new-cdc-director.html
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JAPANESE TAKES CLEAR LEAD IN STRAW POLL FOR IAEA HELM
By Mark Heinrich



Reuters
June 09, 2009
 
“A Japanese diplomat took a clear lead over four rivals in a straw poll held on Tuesday to 
identify a frontrunner to succeed U.N. nuclear agency chief Mohamed ElBaradei.
 
Japan's Yukiya Amano drew almost twice as much support as the next contender. But he 
again fell short of a two-thirds majority needed for victory, similar to his performance in an 
inconclusive election three months ago.
 
While giving Amano fresh momentum in the contest to replace Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
ElBaradei, who leaves office in November, Tuesday's nonbinding poll left no assurance he 
would emerge triumphant in a second-round election set for July 2.
 
Another stalemate could prolong the race for months and cause disarray in the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, with the fate of the nuclear non-proliferation regime the U.N. 
watchdog is supposed to maintain hanging in the balance.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://in.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idINIndia-
40188020090609
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NIAID RENEWS FUNDING FOR NATIONAL EMERGING INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
RESEARCH NETWORK
NIH News
June 08, 2009
 
“The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National 
Institutes of Health, today announced renewed funding for 10 previously established 
Regional Centers of Excellence for Biodefense and Emerging Infectious Diseases Research 
(RCE). NIAID also awarded funds to Oregon Health & Science University to establish a new 
RCE to be based in the Pacific Northwest. NIAID funding for the 11 RCEs totals up to 
approximately $455 million over five years.
 
NIAID also intends to augment research in the RCEs with funds from the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The institute expects to award up to an additional $20 million 
in the next two years to worthy RCE-based projects. Projects receiving Recovery Act funds 
must be completed within two years and must demonstrate a high likelihood of delivering 
significant advances in that time period.
 
“The Regional Centers of Excellence are a critical component of our national research 
infrastructure for infectious diseases, and are designed to respond flexibly to changing 
scientific needs and priorities, says NIAID Director Anthony S. Fauci, M.D.  “Research studies 
conducted by the RCEs are central to our efforts to develop countermeasures against both 
endemic and emergent diseases.”
 



Among many projects, RCE researchers are developing new or improved ways to treat, 
diagnose or prevent illnesses including anthrax, West Nile fever, plague, dengue fever and 
other emerging infectious diseases.  The RCEs also are prepared to provide scientific 
expertise to first responders in an infectious-disease-related emergency, whether such an 
emergency arises naturally or through an act of bioterrorism.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www3.niaid.nih.gov/news/newsreleases/2009/
RCEs_ARRA.htm
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