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Chem-Bio News

1.  NORTH KOREA CHEMICAL WEAPONS THREATEN REGION: REPORT:  “North Korea 
has several thousand tonnes of chemical weapons it can mount on missiles that could be 
used on a rapid strike against the South, said a report released on Thursday by the 
International Crisis Group (ICG).”

2.  U.S. AND UKRAINE ANNOUNCE COMPLETION OF RADIATION DETECTION 
SYSTEM AT ODESSA AIRPORT:  “The National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) 
and the Administration of the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine (ASBGS) held a 
ceremony today to commission new radiation detection systems at Odessa’s International 
Airport.” 

3.  FEMA PLANS TO ESTABLISH EMERGENCY 'BASE CAMPS' FOR 300 TO 2,000 
PEOPLE:  “FEMA is planning to award a contract to a logistics and management company 
that could establish and operate one or two "base camps" that could provide food, shelter 
and basic needs to approximately 300-2,000 people in each camp, in the event that the 
president declares a disaster or emergency anywhere in the continental U.S.” 

4.  THE ECBC [EDGEWOOD CHEMICAL BIOLOGICAL CENTER] ENVIRONMENTAL 
BIOMONITORING LABORATORY FOCUSES ON THE FUTURE:  “With this global view, 
EBML offers a variety of Biosafety Level 1 and Level 2 analytical technical services and is 
pursuing International Organization for Standardization accreditation, which is slated for 
completion in early 2009.” 

5.  REPORTS: NAVY TRACKING POSSIBLE N. KOREAN NUKE SHIPMENT:  “The 
military's top officer would not confirm media reports on Thursday that the Navy was 
tracking a North Korean cargo ship suspected of carrying illegal weapons, equipment or 
nuclear fissile material that North Korea has been prohibited from transporting by the U.N. 
Security Council.” 

6.  FUNDS TO SHUT NUCLEAR PLANTS FALL SHORT:  “Radioactive waste could leak 
from abandoned plants into ground water or released into the air, and spent nuclear fuel 
rods could be stolen by terrorists.” 

 

 Chem-Demil News 

1.   RUSSIA PLEDGES TO MEET 2009 CHEMICAL WEAPONS DISPOSAL 
OBLIGATION:  “A senior Russian official said this week that the nation would meet its 
obligation to destroy 45 percent of its chemical weapons stockpile by the end of this year, 
Interfax reported.”
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Chem-Bio News

NORTH KOREA CHEMICAL WEAPONS THREATEN REGION: REPORT
By Jon Herskovitz
Reuters
June 18, 2009
 
“North Korea has several thousand tonnes of chemical weapons it can mount on missiles 
that could be used on a rapid strike against the South, said a report released on Thursday 
by the International Crisis Group (ICG).”
 
“The report from the prestigious non-governmental organization said the consensus view is 
the North's army possess about 2,500-5,000 tonnes of chemical weapons that include 
mustard gas, sarin and other deadly nerve agents.
 
"If there is an escalation of conflict and if military hostilities break out, there is a risk that 
they could be used. In conventional terms, North Korea is weak and they feel they might 
have to resort to using those," said Daniel Pinkston, the ICG's representative on Seoul.
 
The North has been working on chemical weapons for decades and can deliver them through 
long-range artillery trained on the Seoul area -- home to about half of South Korea's 49 
million people -- and via missiles that could hit all of the country.
 
"The stockpile does not appear to be increasing but is already sufficient to inflict massive 
civilian casualties on South Korea," the ICG report said.
 
The report said North Korea has also worked on a biological weapons program but Pinkston 
does not think Pyongyang has fully developed that weapons program.”
 
“The ICG said earlier this year intelligence it acquired indicates the North has developed a 
nuclear warhead it could mount on an Rodong missile, and this latest report repeats the 
claim.
 
Many weapons experts believe the North is years away from being able to miniaturize a 
nuclear weapon to mount on a warhead and requires several more nuclear tests to develop 
one.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/
idUST32127420090618
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U.S. AND UKRAINE ANNOUNCE COMPLETION OF RADIATION DETECTION SYSTEM 
AT ODESSA AIRPORT
US National Nuclear Security Administration News Release
June 11, 2009



 
“The National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) and the Administration of the State 
Border Guard Service of Ukraine (ASBGS) held a ceremony today to commission new 
radiation detection systems at Odessa’s International Airport.”
 
“Under a 2005 Implementing Agreement between the U.S. and Ukraine, NNSA’s Second Line 
of Defense (SLD) Program is working with the ASBGS to provide radiation detection 
equipment at more than 70 points of exit and entry, conduct training, and hold technical 
workshops. As a potential transit country for illicit nuclear and radiological materials moving 
between Europe and Asia, the radiation detection systems being installed across Ukraine will 
help increase transcontinental security by enhancing Ukraine’s ability to detect, deter, and 
interdict nuclear smuggling.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://nnsa.energy.gov/2399.htm
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FEMA PLANS TO ESTABLISH EMERGENCY 'BASE CAMPS' FOR 300 TO 2,000 PEOPLE
By Jacob Goodwin
Government Security News
June 10, 2009
 
“FEMA is planning to award a contract to a logistics and management company that could 
establish and operate one or two "base camps" that could provide food, shelter and basic 
needs to approximately 300-2,000 people in each camp, in the event that the president 
declares a disaster or emergency anywhere in the continental U.S.
 
The chosen vendor must be capable of opening one or two base camps within 72 hours of 
receiving its task order, in case of an emergency, such as a hurricane, flood, earthquake, 
cyclone, tornado, blizzard, avalanche, tsunami or act of terrorism, according to a Request 
For Information (RFI) issued by FEMA on June 3.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.gsnmagazine.com/cms/features/news-
analysis/2138.html
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THE ECBC [EDGEWOOD CHEMICAL BIOLOGICAL CENTER] ENVIRONMENTAL 
BIOMONITORING LABORATORY FOCUSES ON THE FUTURE 
Army Chemical Review
Summer 2009
 
“Mindful of the 11 September 2001 tragedy and the anthrax attacks that followed, the 
Edgewood Chemical Biological Center (ECBC)1 Environmental BioMonitoring Laboratory 
(EBML) is developing technologies and services to address new world demands for global 



accreditation, increased service offerings, fl exibility, and the quality control of biolabs. “We 
continue to work towards continuous expansion and leading
the way in environmental bioanalytical laboratory services that meet the needs of the world 
post-September 11,” said Mr. Isaac Fruchey, EBML team leader.
 
With this global view, EBML offers a variety of Biosafety Level 1 and Level 2 analytical 
technical services and is pursuing International Organization for Standardization
accreditation, which is slated for completion in early 2009. “This [accreditation] will increase 
confi dence levels in analytical results and hold the laboratory accountable to internationally 
recognized standards for testing and calibration, which is crucial to our continued success,” 
Mr. Fruchey said.
 
EBML, which is outfitted with modern facilities and equipment, is evolving as a broad-
service, bioanalytical laboratory that provides a wide range of environmental analytical 
testing services. The staff has hands-on experience with a variety of challenging 
environmental sample matrices including soil, fi lters, biological sampling kits, surface 
swipes, and cotton swabs.”
 
“Other EBML capabilities include—y Detection, monitoring, and high-throughput analysis of 7 
biological warfare agents by using robotics and high-speed instrumentation. With 
electrochemiluminescence detection and polymerase chain reaction technology, 96 samples 
can be analyzed for 7 targets in an 8-hour period.
 
y Presumptive identification of biowarfare agents by using enzyme-linked, immunosorbent 
assays; handheld assays; and gel electrophoresis.
 
y Identification of bacterial agents by using cell cultures coupled with traditional and 
fluorescence microscopy.
 
y Identification of bacteria by using the Microbial Identifi cation System (MIDI), a technology 
based on the gas chromatographic analysis of cellular fatty acid methyl esters.
 
y Identification of more than 1,500 species of aerobic and anaerobic bacteria, including 6 
major bacterial bioterrorism agents. In less than 10 minutes, the ECBC’s Sherlock 
Bioterrorism Library can be used to identify extracts from anthrax, brucellosis, glanders, 
tularemia, melioidosis, plague, and 15 “challenge” organisms.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.wood.army.mil/chmdsd/pdfs/Summer%2009/
ECBC-Summer2009.pdf
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REPORTS: NAVY TRACKING POSSIBLE N. KOREAN NUKE SHIPMENT 
By Philip Ewing
NavyTimes.com
June 18, 2009
 



“The military's top officer would not confirm media reports on Thursday that the Navy was 
tracking a North Korean cargo ship suspected of carrying illegal weapons, equipment or 
nuclear fissile material that North Korea has been prohibited from transporting by the U.N. 
Security Council.
 
However, Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, did tell reporters at the 
Pentagon that “clearly, we intend to vigorously enforce the U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1874,” although the Navy cannot use force to stop or board the vessel suspected of carrying 
the contraband.
 
A U.S. warship could hail the North Korean ship and ask to search it, and if the ship’s crew 
didn’t comply, the U.S. sailors could order the vessel to sail to the nearest port and request 
officials in that port to do the search — although the U.S. ship couldn’t use force for that, 
either.
 
“The resolution does not include an option for an opposed boarding or a noncompliant 
boarding,” Mullen said. “If we get to that point with a vessel we suspect has material which 
is unauthorized — that’s a report that goes back to the U.N.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.navytimes.com/news/2009/06/
navy_nkorea_061809w/
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FUNDS TO SHUT NUCLEAR PLANTS FALL SHORT
By Dave Gram and Frank Bass
June 17, 2009
 
“The companies that own almost half the nation's nuclear reactors are not setting aside 
enough money to dismantle them, and many may sit idle for decades and pose safety and 
security risks as a result, an Associated Press investigation has found.
 
The shortfalls are caused not by fluctuating appetites for nuclear power but by the stock 
market and other investments, which have suffered huge losses over the past year and 
devastated the plants' savings, and by the soaring costs of decommissioning.
 
At 19 nuclear plants, owners have won approval to idle reactors for as long as 60 years, 
presumably enough time to allow investments to recover and eventually pay for dismantling 
the plants and removing radioactive material.
 
But mothballing nuclear reactors or shutting them down inadequately presents the most 
severe of risks. Radioactive waste could leak from abandoned plants into ground water or 
released into the air, and spent nuclear fuel rods could be stolen by terrorists.
 
During the past two years, estimates of dismantling costs have soared by more than $4.6 
billion because rising energy and labor costs, while the investment funds that are supposed 
to pay for shutting plants down have lost $4.4 billion in the battered stock market.”



 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/
ALeqM5hZeDcJSPLxdu2GpLAtnsdeECXO3QD98S9E402
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 Chem-Demil News 

RUSSIA PLEDGES TO MEET 2009 CHEMICAL WEAPONS DISPOSAL OBLIGATION
Global Security Newswire
June 18, 2009
 
“A senior Russian official said this week that the nation would meet its obligation to destroy 
45 percent of its chemical weapons stockpile by the end of this year, Interfax reported.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090618_5864.php
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