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Chem-Bio News

1.  TASK FORCE URGES BROADER ROLE FOR NUCLEAR LABS:  “The nation's nuclear weapons 
laboratories would be spun out of the Energy Department and become the center of an independent Agency 
for National Security Applications under a proposal to be released today by a bipartisan task force formed by 
the Stimson Center, a research organization devoted to security issues.”

2.   [NIGERIA] LASSA FEVER: REPS CALL FOR DIAGNOSTIC CENTRES:  “It resolved that the Federal 
Ministry of Health should set up “treatment centres equipped with diagnostic machines” in the six geopolitical 
zones of the country for the prompt control and management of Lassa fever.” 

3.  ISRAELI TECHNIQUE TO 'DECLAW' PLUTONIUM:  “The technique works by adding americium (Am 
241), a "form of the basic synthetic element found in commercial smoke detectors and industrial gauges," to 
the plutonium in reactors.” 

4.  MILITARY REVAMPS DOMESTIC DEFENCE:  “The Canadian military has embarked on a wide-ranging 
plan to turn its reserve soldiers into focused units trained and equipped to respond to a nightmarish array of 
domestic threats, including terrorist "dirty bomb" attacks, biological agent containment, Arctic catastrophes 
and natural disasters.” 

5.  FEDBIZOPPS ANNOUNCEMENT FOR TECHNOLOGY READINESS EVALUATION (TRE) FOR A JOINT 
CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, AND RADIOLOGICAL AGENT WATER MONITOR (JCBRAWM):  “The TREs 
purpose is to evaluate advanced chemical agent identification technologies for the Joint Chemical, Biological, 
and Radiological Agent Water Monitor (JCBRAWM).” 
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TASK FORCE URGES BROADER ROLE FOR NUCLEAR LABS
By Walter Pincus
The Washington Post
March 5, 2009
 
“The nation's nuclear weapons laboratories would be spun out of the Energy Department and become the 
center of an independent Agency for National Security Applications under a proposal to be released today by 
a bipartisan task force formed by the Stimson Center, a research organization devoted to security issues.
 
Changing the status of Los Alamos, Lawrence Livermore and Sandia National Laboratories and making wider 
use of the labs for other research would help reestablish and assure "the nation's global science and 
technology leadership in the 21st century," said the task force report. At present, the labs are directed by 
the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA), which is a semiautonomous part of the Energy 
Department.
 
"This action would enable the laboratories to remain trusted third party advisors as well as providers of 
capabilities, but it would initiate a full transformation from a Cold War, industrial age mindset and culture," 
according to the task force, which was chaired by Frances Fragos Townsend, who was an assistant to 
President George W. Bush for homeland security and counterterrorism, and retired Lt. Gen. Donald Kerrick, 
who was deputy national security adviser to President Bill Clinton.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/04/
AR2009030403614.html

Return to Top 



[NIGERIA] LASSA FEVER: REPS CALL FOR DIAGNOSTIC CENTRES
By John Ameh
Punch on the Web
February 26, 2009
 
“It resolved that the Federal Ministry of Health should set up “treatment centres equipped with diagnostic 
machines” in the six geopolitical zones of the country for the prompt control and management of Lassa fever.
 
In a motion by Mr. Patrick Ikhariale and 68 other members of the House on Wednesday, the lawmakers also 
expressed worries over the risks medical personnel attending to Lassa fever patients were exposed to, a 
development that had led to the death of five medical doctors already.
 
He told the House that Nigeria at the moment, had only one treatment centre for the disease while 
“ignorance, illiteracy, poor personal and environmental hygiene coupled with the absence of community-
based detection, warning and diagnostic centres” were aiding its widespread.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art20090226223139
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ISRAELI TECHNIQUE TO 'DECLAW' PLUTONIUM
By Louis Chunovic
Government Security News
March 4, 2009
 
“Have Israeli engineers come up with a way to stop -- or at least constrain -- nuclear proliferation?
 
That will be the claim in an article about the technique, which was developed at Ben-Gurian University of the 
Negev (BGU), that will appear in next month's Science and Global Security journal.
 
The technique "denatures" and "declaws" plutonium inside nuclear reactors, according to a recent press 
statement from the group American Associates of Ben Gurian University of the Negev.
 
The technique works by adding americium (Am 241), a "form of the basic synthetic element found in 
commercial smoke detectors and industrial gauges," to the plutonium in reactors.
 
According to the American Associates statement, after the americium addition, "plutonium can only be used 
for peaceful purposes."
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.gsnmagazine.com/cms/features/news-analysis/1626.html
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MILITARY REVAMPS DOMESTIC DEFENCE
By Adrian Humphreys
National Post on Canada.com
March 5, 2009
 
“The Canadian military has embarked on a wide-ranging plan to turn its reserve soldiers into focused units 
trained and equipped to respond to a nightmarish array of domestic threats, including terrorist "dirty bomb" 
attacks, biological agent containment, Arctic catastrophes and natural disasters.
 



The creation of seven units within each region of the country -- including unusual all-terrain vehicle (ATV) 
squadrons and perimeter security teams to cordon areas of potential devastation -- prepares reserve soldiers 
for operations on the "domestic front" while freeing regular force soldiers to concentrate on foreign 
battlefields.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.canada.com/Entertainment/story.html?id=1354437
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FEDBIZOPPS ANNOUNCEMENT FOR TECHNOLOGY READINESS EVALUATION (TRE) FOR A JOINT 
CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, AND RADIOLOGICAL AGENT WATER MONITOR (JCBRAWM)
FedBizOpps.gov Solicitation Number W911SR-09-R-0017
March 5, 2009
 
“The U.S. Army Edgewood Chemical Biological Center (ECBC), Chemical Biological Radiological (CBR) 
Technology Evaluation Branch, in support of the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) Capability Area 
Program Office (CAPO) for Detection and Chief, Chemical Biological Point Detection Branch, Edgewood 
Chemical Biological (CB) Center, are sponsoring in FY 2009 Technology Readiness Evaluation (TRE) 09-2. 
The TREs purpose is to evaluate advanced chemical agent identification technologies for the Joint Chemical, 
Biological, and Radiological Agent Water Monitor (JCBRAWM).
 
Vendors both domestic and international are encouraged to respond to this opportunity with hardware and 
data demonstrating a Technology Readiness Level (TRL) 5 or higher. Vendors are being sought that have a 
detection system capable of identification of Chemical Warfare Agents (CWA) by class in water.
 
Vendors will respond to this opportunity with descriptions of hardware and data that demonstrate the 
following: (a.) performance capability to automatically detect and identify the presence or verify the absence 
of CWA as follows:HD (Sulfur Mustard) at 140 ug/L; AC (Blood Agent HCN) at 6 mg/L GD and VX (Nerve 
Agents) at 12 ug/L); (b.) with and without chlorine (up to five (5) Part Per Million (PPM)); (c.) Set up time in 
ten (10) minutes or less, start up time in five (5) minutes or less at 25 degrees Celsius, and detection and 
identification response time of twenty (20) minutes; (d.) 80 % probability of correct detection and 
identification; (e.) lightweight and man-portable, (compact hardware kit); and (f.) easy to operate, maintain 
and is cost efficient. In addition, include in your proposal descriptions of the size, weight, power 
requirements, sensitivity, limits of detection, agents identified with and without chlorine, technology 
employed, system maturity (technology readiness level), ease of operation and maintenance.”
 
The full article can be found at:  https://www.fbo.gov/index?
s=opportunity&mode=form&id=2d89b27c5145e010cd4ff29c7e2d0e5c&tab=core&_cview=0&cck=1&au=&ck=
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