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Chem-Bio News

1.  E-BOMBS COULD GO MAINSTREAM:  “E-bombs, weapons that destroy electronics with 
an intense pulse of electromagnetic radiation, have been discussed for decades.”

2.  SCIENCE GROUPS COUNTER WMD PANEL'S PRESCRIPTION FOR STEMMING 
BIOLOGICAL THREATS:  “Members of the scientific community said yesterday that 
valuable research that bolsters public health could be put in jeopardy if the U.S. government 
adopts recommendations from an advisory panel for how to reduce the risk of biological 
terrorism.” 

3.  IRAN MISSILE, NUCLEAR THREAT 'REAL, DANGEROUS' - RUSSIAN ANALYST:  
“Iran is actively working on a missile development program. I won't say the Iranians will be 
able to develop intercontinental ballistic missiles in the near future, but they will most likely 
be able to threaten the whole of Europe," said Maj. Gen. Vladimir Dvorkin, head of the 
Moscow-based Center for Strategic Nuclear Forces.” 

4.  'PAK'S N-BOMB PREVENTED INDIA FROM ATTACKING IT AFTER 26/11':  
“Pakistan's possession of nuclear weapons prevented India from attacking that country after 
the terror strikes in Mumbai and the attack on Parliament, former army chief Gen Shankar 
Roychowdhury has said.” 

5.  LTTE [LIBERATION TIGERS OF TAMIL EELAM – SRI LANKA] PLOT FOR MASS 
SCALE CHEMICAL ATTACK BARRED [UPDATED]:  “Sri Lankan soldiers of Army 57 
Division on Tuesday, the 5th of March found a large stock of gas masks and chemical 
resistant costumes from a captured LTTE camp in Udayarkattukulam North.” 

 

CB Daily Report 
 

Chem-Bio News

E-BOMBS COULD GO MAINSTREAM
By David Hambling
Aviation Week
March 11, 2009
 
“E-bombs, weapons that destroy electronics with an intense pulse of electromagnetic 
radiation, have been discussed for decades. But despite years of research and development, 
there is little sign of their deployment. The prospect of knocking out communications and 
other electronic systems is attractive, but commanders prefer proven weapons with known 
effects. Now the U.S. Army is developing technology to provide the best of both worlds, by 
creating munitions that combine conventional and e-bomb effects in one package.”
 
“An alternative approach explored by the Army is a shockwave ferromagnetic generator. 



This is a magnet that blows up and spontaneously demagnetizes, releasing energy as a 
pulse of power. The effect is known as pressure-induced magnetic phase transition, and only 
occurs with some types of magnets in certain situations. In 2005, researchers from the U.S. 
Army Aviation and Missile Research Development and Engineering Center (Amrdec), working 
with contractor Loki and scientists from Texas Tech University, demonstrated an explosive 
pulsed-power source based on neodymium alloy magnets, a type used in speakers and 
headphones.
 
Having proven that the principle works, the researchers moved on to more exotic lead 
zirconate titanate magnets. This enabled them to reduce the volume of the power generator 
from 50 cu. cm. (3 cu. in.) to 3 cu. cm., excluding explosives. Army requirements call for 
assembly of the power generator, power conditioning and aerial in a 1-in. space. Power 
output will be measured in hundreds of megawatts for microseconds.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.aviationweek.com/aw/generic/story_generic.
jsp?channel=dti&id=news/EBOMB031109.xml
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SCIENCE GROUPS COUNTER WMD PANEL'S PRESCRIPTION FOR STEMMING 
BIOLOGICAL THREATS
By Elaine M. Grossman
Global Security Newswire
March 13, 2009
 
“Members of the scientific community said yesterday that valuable research that bolsters 
public health could be put in jeopardy if the U.S. government adopts recommendations from 
an advisory panel for how to reduce the risk of biological terrorism.
 
The congressionally mandated Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction Proliferation and Terrorism late last year said the United States should 
strengthen security at university, medical research and pharmaceutical laboratories to more 
effectively prevent terrorists from accessing disease substances that could be used in a 
weapon.
 
However, several representatives from these communities this week argued that expanding 
federal regulations could increase costs for institutions without significantly improving 
already tight security. Accommodating additional federal inspections, for example, would 
magnify financial strains facing laboratories in the midst of an international economic 
downturn, they said.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090313_1111.php
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IRAN MISSILE, NUCLEAR THREAT 'REAL, DANGEROUS' - RUSSIAN ANALYST
RIA Novosti
March 12, 2009
 
“Russia and the West would be making a big mistake if they ignored or underestimated the 
potential missile and nuclear threat coming from Iran, a Russian military expert said on 
Thursday. 
 
"Iran is actively working on a missile development program. I won't say the Iranians will be 
able to develop intercontinental ballistic missiles in the near future, but they will most likely 
be able to threaten the whole of Europe," said Maj. Gen. Vladimir Dvorkin, head of the 
Moscow-based Center for Strategic Nuclear Forces. 
 
Some Western and Russian sources claim that Iran may be currently running a program, 
dubbed Project Koussar, to develop a totally different missile with a range of 4,000-5,000 
km (2,500-3,300 miles). 
 
"Iran has long abandoned outdated missile technologies and is capable of producing 
sophisticated missile systems," Dvorkin said at a news conference in RIA Novosti.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://en.rian.ru/russia/20090312/120537431.html
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'PAK'S N-BOMB PREVENTED INDIA FROM ATTACKING IT AFTER 26/11'
Press Trust of India
March 9, 2009
 
“Pakistan's possession of nuclear weapons prevented India from attacking that country after 
the terror strikes in Mumbai and the attack on Parliament, former army chief Gen Shankar 
Roychowdhury has said.
 
"Do nuclear weapons deter? Of course, they do. Pakistan's nuclear weapons deterred India 
from attacking that country after the Mumbai strikes," he told a seminar here on 'Nuclear 
Risk Reduction and Conflict Resolve.' It was due to Pakistan's possession of nuclear weapons 
that India stopped short of a military retaliation following the attack on Parliament in 2001, 
Roychowdhury said.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.ptinews.com/pti%5Cptisite.
nsf/0/44975AB7E2577539652575740022C9B7?OpenDocument

Return to Top 

LTTE [LIBERATION TIGERS OF TAMIL EELAM – SRI LANKA] PLOT FOR MASS SCALE 
CHEMICAL ATTACK BARRED [UPDATED]



Ministry of Defence, Sri Lanka News Release
March 13, 2009
 
“Sri Lankan soldiers of Army 57 Division on Tuesday, the 5th of March found a large stock of 
gas masks and chemical resistant costumes from a captured LTTE camp in 
Udayarkattukulam North. According to defence experts , the discovery exposes a possible 
terrorist plot for a mass scale chemical attack against Sri Lankan soldiers.
 
The LTTE terrorists have been using chemical gases against the Sri Lanka Army the past last 
two years of battle. However, the inherent limitations of the chemical weapon failed to give 
the intended impact on the battlefield with soldiers well prepared to meet a chemical threat.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.defence.lk/new.asp?fname=20090312_05
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