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Chem-Bio News

1.  PROTECTION OF NUCLEAR SHIPMENTS FOCUS OF U.S.-RUSSIA WORKSHOP:  “U.
S. and Russian officials today concluded a three-day workshop in Kolontaevo, Russia, 
designed to exchange expertise on the secure transportation of nuclear materials.  This joint 
workshop builds on and highlights U.S.-Russian cooperation outlined in the joint statement 
on nuclear security that Presidents Obama and Medvedev signed in July.”

2.  EUROPEAN COMMISSION FINALIZING PLAN TO BOLSTER WMD DEFENSES:  
“Sponsored by the European Commission, the executive body of the European Union, the 
plan is composed of 113 measures that fall under three themes: stopping terrorist 
organizations from acquiring WMD materials, strengthening WMD detection efforts, and 
making sure that the European Union is able to respond quickly and effectively to any 
chemical, biological or nuclear attack.” 

3.  LIVERMORE IS IMPROVING A DECONTAMINATION SYSTEM:  “Researchers in 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory’s Engineering Directorate, in collaboration with 
research institutions and manufacturers, are developing an improved system. In a project 
funded by the Department of Homeland Security and overseen by the U.S. Technical 
Support Working Group, they have designed a prototype kit that physically removes most of 
a chemical and neutralizes any residuals on a surface without leaving behind particulate 
matter.” 

 

 Chem-Demil News 

1.  PINE BLUFF ARSENAL LEADERS LOOKING AT YEARS TO COME:  “So our vision is to 
remove the portions of the incinerator, keep the maintenance building and lavatory and 
some administrative, and bringing Hum-vees, shelters and other things that are true core 
chem/bio-defense workload and expand our mission by using these great facilities.”

2.  UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT - DEPOT PLANS DRILL WEDNESDAY:  “A quarterly 
emergency preparedness drill is scheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 4, at the Umatilla Chemical 
Depot.”

3.  CONTAMINATION AT UMATILLA CLOUDS LAND-USE ISSUE:  “With the Army on 
track to destroy the last of the deadly mustard agents at its Umatilla Chemical Depot in 
2011 and return the sprawling property to public use, developers from ports to tribes are 
drawing up plans……But contamination and unexploded weapons could delay any transfer, 
possibly for years.”

4.  UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT - JUDGE BACKS DEPOT MUSTARD GAS 
INCINERATION:  “A judge has ruled in favor of incineration of mustard agent at the 
Umatilla Chemical Depot and rejected opposing arguments.”
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Chem-Bio News

PROTECTION OF NUCLEAR SHIPMENTS FOCUS OF U.S.-RUSSIA WORKSHOP
US National Nuclear Security Administration News Release
October 30, 2009
 
“U.S. and Russian officials today concluded a three-day workshop in Kolontaevo, Russia, 
designed to exchange expertise on the secure transportation of nuclear materials.  This joint 
workshop builds on and highlights U.S.-Russian cooperation outlined in the joint statement 
on nuclear security that Presidents Obama and Medvedev signed in July.”
 
…..
 
“Members of the National Nuclear Security Administration’s (NNSA) Material Protection, 
Control and Accounting (MPC&A) Program, and Russian transportation security 
representatives from Rosatom, Atomguard, and the Ministry of Internal Affairs–Internal 
Troops (MVD-IT) participated in this week’s workshop, which is a continuation of a 
cooperative meeting at Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, in March 2009.  NNSA’s Office of Secure 
Transportation was part of that meeting. 
 
U.S. subject matter experts from the MPC&A Program have been cooperating with Russian 
experts since 1996 to improve the training, equipment and procedures of guard forces 
accompanying shipments of nuclear material.  As of October 2009, 97 cargo trucks, 115 
escort vehicles, 77 cargo railcars, 25 guard railcars and 283 security overpacks (reinforced 
nuclear material transport containers) have been procured through this cooperative 
program.  These activities will help ensure the sustainability and optimal utilization of 
transportation security assets and vehicles provided by the MPC&A Program.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.nnsa.energy.gov/2690.htm
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION FINALIZING PLAN TO BOLSTER WMD DEFENSES
Global Security Newswire
October 30, 2009
 
“An action plan that seeks to strengthen European Union defenses against the threat of a 
WMD attack is being considered for enactment by the close of 2009, Europolitics 
Environment reported.
 
Sponsored by the European Commission, the executive body of the European Union, the 
plan is composed of 113 measures that fall under three themes: stopping terrorist 
organizations from acquiring WMD materials, strengthening WMD detection efforts, and 
making sure that the European Union is able to respond quickly and effectively to any 
chemical, biological or nuclear attack.



 
It is expected to require $148 million to carry out the plan over a four-year period beginning 
in 2010.
 
"The action plan is not a legal instrument, it's a political commitment," Patrick Dietz, policy 
officer for the commission's Justice, Freedom and Security Directorate General, said at an 
Oct. 14 conference on bioterrorism.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20091030_9766.php
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LIVERMORE IS IMPROVING A DECONTAMINATION SYSTEM
By Caryn Meissner
innovation:  America’s Journal of Technology Commercialization
October/November 2009
 
“Researchers in Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory’s Engineering Directorate, in 
collaboration with research institutions and manufacturers, are developing an improved 
system. In a project funded by the Department of Homeland Security and overseen by the U.
S. Technical Support Working Group, they have designed a prototype kit that physically 
removes most of a chemical and neutralizes any residuals on a surface without leaving 
behind particulate matter. This approach has the potential for use on numerous industrial 
chemicals and would ensure that treatment is effective, even when an individual cannot 
identify the specific agent or industrial chemical to which he or she has been exposed.”
 
…..
 
“Each LPDS prototype kit includes a dry wipe, an RSDL-saturated sponge, and a step-by-
step instruction card. All three items are contained in a sealable quart-size bag, and the 
entire prototype weighs less than 2 ounces. A final approved kit as compact and lightweight 
as the prototype would be easy to store and readily accessible in an emergency.
 
The dry wipe, developed by Seshadri Ramkumar at Texas Tech University and manufactured 
by Hobbs Bonded Fibers, Inc., is a layered, composite fabric that serves two main functions: 
absorption and adsorption. The top and bottom layers are made from porous and absorbent 
fabrics that work to remove the bulk of the chemical on a contaminated surface. Sandwiched 
between the two layers is a nonparticulate fabric form of activated carbon that adsorbs toxic 
vapors from the absorbed liquid. The activated carbon layer is bound to the absorbent 
fabrics by a technique called needle punching.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.innovation-america.org/article_print.php?
articleID=583
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 Chem-Demil News 

PINE BLUFF ARSENAL LEADERS LOOKING AT YEARS TO COME
By Wes Clement
Pine Bluff Commercial
October 31, 2009
 
“The officials spoke at a recent White Hall Chamber of Commerce luncheon held at the 
arsenal.
 
Larry Wright, civilian executive assistant to the commander, showed an aerial image of the 
planned future use of the chemical demil facilities area.
 
“We’re currently in a feasibility study of utilizing selected buildings for military value, 
mission, and workload, bringing in more work and using it. So our vision is to remove the 
portions of the incinerator, keep the maintenance building and lavatory and some 
administrative, and bringing Hum-vees, shelters and other things that are true core chem/
bio-defense workload and expand our mission by using these great facilities.”
 
For a current mission, the arsenal has manufactured 2 million smoke grenades without a 
single reported failure, Col. Franz Amann, arsenal commander said. “We’re sending products 
directly to the war fighter. We had to expedite a lot of our production so it could get down to 
the war fighter. You’re keeping track of what’s going on in Afghanistan. This gets us to 
standoff distance so our soldiers can respond appropriately without going directly into 
harm’s way if they can avoid it.”
 
“We’re bringing a new product line you could say, we’re bringing in GSA vehicles for this 
whole area,” Amann said. “Those are federal vehicles for federal agencies ... all of those 
vehicles will be processed through here.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.pbcommercial.com/articles/2009/11/01/news/
news3.txt
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UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT - DEPOT PLANS DRILL WEDNESDAY
US Army Chemical Materials Agency News Release
October 29, 2009
 
“A quarterly emergency preparedness drill is scheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 4, at the 
Umatilla Chemical Depot.
 
The depot’s sirens will be sounded, but not the community sirens. This is a coordinated 
exercise between the depot, the Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility, and off-post 



communities.
 
Although this is only an exercise, such events are excellent opportunities for individuals – 
whether at home or work – to stop and ask themselves if they, their families, loved ones or 
co-workers know what to do if an actual chemical emergency or security incident were to 
occur. Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness officials recommend residents develop 
emergency plans for their homes and businesses.
 
Anyone needing more information about emergency preparedness should phone the 
following CSEPP toll-free numbers: 1-877-367-2737 in Morrow and Umatilla counties, Ore., 
and 1-800-841-7953 in Benton County, Wash.
 
Citizens should report any suspicious activities in and around the depot to their local police 
departments or the depot at (541) 564-8632. Citizens are also reminded to be vigilant about 
their surroundings.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.cma.army.mil/include/docrendition.asp?
DocID=003681744
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CONTAMINATION AT UMATILLA CLOUDS LAND-USE ISSUE
By Richard Cockle
The Oregonian
October 31, 2009
 
“With the Army on track to destroy the last of the deadly mustard agents at its Umatilla 
Chemical Depot in 2011 and return the sprawling property to public use, developers from 
ports to tribes are drawing up plans.
 
But contamination and unexploded weapons could delay any transfer, possibly for years.”
 
…..
 
“Still, unexploded weapons and tons of chemically contaminated soil will remain. Tallman 
said an Army official told him that one 1,750-acre part of the depot, once used to blow up 
obsolete weapons, contains some 600,000 items, from unexploded bombs to tin cans buried 
to a depth of 4 feet.
 
Henrickson said the Army is required by the federal Base Realignment and Closure process 
to clean the site before turning it over. But no one has estimated the cost of a cleanup, let 
alone set aside any money.
 
If costs are too high, the Army could end up keeping the land and just letting it sit, said Bill 
Hansell, a Umatilla County commissioner and chairman of the land reuse committee.
 
Tallman worries about that, too, though Cole says it's more likely the Army will transfer 



property in stages over several years.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.oregonlive.com/news/index.ssf/2009/10/
contamination_at_umatilla_clou.html
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UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT - JUDGE BACKS DEPOT MUSTARD GAS INCINERATION
The East Oregonian
October 31, 2009
 
“A judge has ruled in favor of incineration of mustard agent at the Umatilla Chemical Depot 
and rejected opposing arguments.”
 
…..
 
“This week, Multnomah County Circuit Court Judge Michael Marcus threw out the latest 
round of challenges in a summary judgement for the Oregon Department of Environmental 
Quality and the Oregon Environmental Quality Commission, which regulate the destruction 
of the weapons at the depot. A DEQ news release said Marcus made the following rulings for 
the state:
 
•Incineration is the best available technology for the disposal of the mustard agent.
 
•Filters in the incinerators are the best available technology.
 
•Affirmed the state's decision to allow a temporary destruction program at the depot.
 
The judge also rejected GASP's arguments the depot had operated unlawfully as a result of 
the state of environmental permits, and he ruled the state didn't unreasonably delay a 
decision on a waste disposal permit. However, the judge found the state should have 
decided sooner whether to issue an air quality permit, but noted the DEQ can resolve the 
issue if it gives the depot a permit this week.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://eastoregonian.com/main.asp?
FromHome=1&TypeID=1&ArticleID=99644&SectionID=13&SubSectionID=48

Return to Top 

END of CB Daily Report. 
 

Send subscription requests, unsubscribing requests, questions and comments to: 
 
 

Steve Tesko: Steve.Tesko@anser.org

mailto:Steve.Tesko@anser.org


 
 

Copyright 2008. Analytic Services Inc.

 
Analytic Services Inc. DMCA Copyright Notice: http://www.homelandsecurity.org/bulletin/

Draft_ANSER_DCMA_Copyright_Notice.htm 

 
Use of these news articles does not reflect official endorsement.

In accordance with Title 17 (USC), Section 107, this material is distributed without profit or payment and is intended for 
nonprofit research and educational purposes only.

Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.

 
PRIVACY POLICY

 
Content provided in the CB Daily Report does not reflect the viewpoint(s) of Analytic Services Inc. Analytic Services 

Inc. does not share, publish, or in any way redistribute subscriber email addresses or any other personal information.

http://www.homelandsecurity.org/bulletin/Draft_ANSER_DCMA_Copyright_Notice.htm
http://www.homelandsecurity.org/bulletin/Draft_ANSER_DCMA_Copyright_Notice.htm
http://www.homelandsecurity.org/bulletin/Draft_ANSER_DCMA_Copyright_Notice.htm

