29 January 2010

Chem-Bio News

1. NUNN-LUGAR PROGRAM CONTINUED SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS IN 2009 AND
WILL BEGIN A NEW PHASE OF GLOBAL SECURITY COOPERATION: “At a speech

tomorrow [28 January 2010] in Washington, DC, (Strategic Weapons in the 21st Century
Roundtable, sponsored by Los Alamos and Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories), Lugar
will say the program will enter a new phase, with more expansion beyond the former Soviet
Union and better described as Nunn-Lugar Global Security Cooperation. Nunn-Lugar will be
better able to meet unexpected threats around the world, have more flexible funding and
authority, and have more latitude to work with other governments and organizations.”

2. EXPERIMENTAL VACCINE WORKS AGAINST CHIKUNGUNYA: “An experimental

vaccine works against the newly spreading Chikungunya virus, at least in monkeys, and the
approach may also work against other exotic viruses, U.S. government researchers reported
on Thursday.”

3. US SCIENCE LEAD SLIPS: “China's R&D growth over the past decade has averaged
nearly 20 per cent annually, dwarfing that of the US and EU at about 5 per cent.”

4. CBRNIAC INQUIRIES AND OTHER SERVICES: “Do you have a CBRN Defense or

Homeland Security question? If so, you can take advantage of the CBRNIAC’s no-cost
Inquiry Program. Inquiries provide up to 4 hours of analyst's time to assist you.”

5. FORMER WMD CHIEF: AL-OAIDA AWAITING NUKES: “He noted that “Al-Qaida’s

patient, decade-long effort to steal or construct an improvised nuclear device (IND) flows
from their perception of the benefits of producing the image of a mushroom cloud rising over
a U.S. city, just as the 9/11 attacks have altered the course of history.”

6. US SENATE PASSES COMPREHENSIVE SANCTION ACT ON IRAN: “The

Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act, which was passed by
voice vote, would expand certain provisions under the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 and
iImpose new economic sanctions on lran.”

7. INDIA WANTS TO JOIN THE NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY AS A WEAPON

STATE: “On November 29, 2009, Manmohan Singh, India’s Prime Minister, stated on

Fareed Zakaria’'s GPS show that India wants to join the NPT as a nuclear-weapons state
(NWS) and become the sixth NPT-recognized nuclear power.”

Chem-Demil News

1. UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT - TRACES OF MUSTARD AGENT DETECTED IN
DEPOT IGLOOQO: “The vapor was contained to the igloo with a routine passive filtration
system. After the vapor was discovered, a powered filtration system was started for the
igloo and work is under way to identify the leaking mustard agent container and repair it.”
2. DESERET CHEMICAL DEPOT - MITIGATION FEES REVERSE DECLINE: “Increase
mainly due to larger containers being destroyed at Deseret Chemical Depot.”
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NUNN-LUGAR PROGRAM CONTINUED SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS IN 2009 AND
WILL BEGIN A NEW PHASE OF GLOBAL SECURITY COOPERATION

Office of Senator Richard G. Lugar Press Release

January 27, 2010

“U.S. Sen. Dick Lugar today released a summary of the progress in Nunn-Lugar Cooperative
Threat Reduction programs for 2009. Nunn-Lugar made substantial progress in destroying
and containing the nuclear threat, neutralizing chemical weapons, combating the global
biological weapons risk, and preventing the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
(WMD).”

“At a speech tomorrow [28 January 2010] in Washington, DC, (Strategic Weapons in the
21st Century Roundtable, sponsored by Los Alamos and Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratories), Lugar will say the program will enter a new phase, with more expansion
beyond the former Soviet Union and better described as Nunn-Lugar Global Security
Cooperation. Nunn-Lugar will be better able to meet unexpected threats around the world,
have more flexible funding and authority, and have more latitude to work with other
governments and organizations.

Lugar will say that he looks forward to a successor to the START Treaty and other initiatives
that President Obama may bring forth. He will caution that arms control takes time,
distinguishing between weapons reduction goals and steps such as Nunn-Lugar that are
necessary to make reductions happen.”

The full article can be found at: http://lugar.senate.gov/press/record.cfm?id=321817&&
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EXPERIMENTAL VACCINE WORKS AGAINST CHIKUNGUNYA
By Maggie Fox

Reuters

January 28, 2010

“An experimental vaccine works against the newly spreading Chikungunya virus, at least in
monkeys, and the approach may also work against other exotic viruses, U.S. government
researchers reported on Thursday.

They used virus-like particles, which are mock versions of the virus that resemble an empty
shell, to vaccinate monkeys against the rarely fatal but painful mosquito-borne infection.



"At a time when there are no commercially available vaccines ... a virus-like particle vaccine
has the potential to have a considerable impact on the spread of this disease,"” Dr. Gary
Nabel of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and colleagues wrote in the
journal Nature Medicine

They said the same approach may be useful similar mosquito-borne viruses, known as
alphaviruses.”

The full article can be found at: http://www.reuters.com/article/IdUSTRE60R78120100128
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US SCIENCE LEAD SLIPS
By Rebecca Trager
Chemistry World

January 25, 2010

“The 2010 Science and Engineering Indicators report, produced every two years by NSF,
was released on 18 January, and suggests that emerging economies are upping their game
when it comes to science and technology.

In 2007, global R&D expenditures totaled more than $1.1 trillion (£700 billion). The US is
responsible for about one third of this total, broadly equal to the expenditures of the next
four countries combined (Japan, China, Germany and France). However, it is China that
‘continues to exhibit the most dramatic growth pattern,’ and threaten the US's dominance,
the indicators warn.

China's R&D growth over the past decade has averaged nearly 20 per cent annually,
dwarfing that of the US and EU at about 5 per cent.”

“Data on research paper citations offer additional insight. In 1998, the US produced more
than 21 per cent of all chemistry-related papers, but by 2008 that figure had slipped to 18
per cent. Furthermore, the US share of the top 1 per cent of chemistry papers cited was
over 51 per cent in 1998, but had fallen to 38 per cent by 2008. China has increased its
share of these prized papers from 0.3 per cent in 1998 to 8.1 per cent by 2008.

The downward slide in the US is not unique to chemistry. The region's share of all science

and engineering articles has dropped from 34 per cent in 1998 to less than 29 per cent in
2008.”

“The House of Representatives' key Science and Technology Committee is already citing the



indicators as proof of the need to increase government investment in science, technology,
engineering and maths education and training programmes.”

The full article can be found at: http://www.rsc.org/chemistryworld/News/2010/
January/25011002.asp
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CBRNIAC INQUIRIES AND OTHER SERVICES
CBRNIAC Email
January 27, 2010

“Do you have a CBRN Defense or Homeland Security question? If so, you can take
advantage of the CBRNIAC’s no-cost Inquiry Program. Inquiries provide up to 4 hours of
analyst's time to assist you. Submit inquiry questions or requests via return email or use
the inquiry form on our website at https://www.cbrniac.apgea.army.mil/Products/Inquiry/
Pages/default.aspx.

For additional information on Inquiries, Products, Technical Area Tasks (TATs), Subscription
Accounts, other CBRNIAC services, and the DoD IACs please see the CBRNIAC website or
contact me.

CBRNIAC welcomes donations of electronic files, hard copy documents, and other materials
related to CBRN Defense and Homeland Security. Contact us before purging your holdings.”

Link not available.
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FORMER WMD CHIEF: AL-QAIDA AWAITING NUKES
By: Theodore Kettle

Newsmax.com

January 26, 2010

“A new report by retired longtime intelligence officer Rolf Mowatt-Larssen, who served as
chief of the CIA’s Weapons of Mass Destruction Department, accuses the U.S. government of
seriously misreading al-Qaida’s operational objectives.

“Al-Qaida’s reasoning,” according to Mowatt-Larssen's new report from Harvard’s Kennedy
School, “runs counter to analytic convention that equates the ease of acquisition of
chemical, biological or radiological weapons with an increasing likelihood of terrorist use — i.
e., a terrorist attack employing crude weapons is therefore more likely than an attack using
a nuclear or large scale biological weapon.”

“In fact, it is the opposite” of that conventional wisdom, according to the analysis, entitled



“Al-Qaida Weapons of Mass Destruction Threat: Hype or Reality.” Al-Qaida’s motivations
suggest “the greatest threat is posed by the most effective and simple means of mass
destruction, whether these means consist of nuclear, biological, or other forms of
asymmetric weapons.”

He noted that “Al-Qaida’s patient, decade-long effort to steal or construct an improvised
nuclear device (IND) flows from their perception of the benefits of producing the image of a
mushroom cloud rising over a U.S. city, just as the 9/11 attacks have altered the course of
history.”

The full article can be found at: http://newsmax.com/Newsfront/nuclear-terrorism-al-
gaida/2010/01/26/id/348084
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US SENATE PASSES COMPREHENSIVE SANCTION ACT ON IRAN
Bernama.com
January 29, 2010

“The Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act, which was passed
by voice vote, would expand certain provisions under the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 and
Impose new economic sanctions on lran.”

“The act passed by the Senate is aimed at putting sanctions on those companies that do
business with Iran’'s energy sector in developing petroleum resources or producing and
exporting refined petroleum products.

The bill also imposes a broad ban on direct trade between the United States and Iran, and
prohibits the U.S. government from purchasing goods from those companies that do
business with Iran's energy sector.

The act allows the Obama administration to freeze the assets of Iranians who are involved in
weapons proliferation or terrorism, and allows U.S. investors to divest from energy firms
that do business with Iran.”

The full article can be found at: http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v5/newsworld.php?
id=472075
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INDIA WANTS TO JOIN THE NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY AS A WEAPON STATE



By David P. Fidler, Sumit Ganguly
Global Arab Network
January 28, 2010

“Into this environment comes an unexpected development. On November 29, 2009,
Manmohan Singh, India’s Prime Minister, stated on Fareed Zakaria’s GPS show that India
wants to join the NPT as a nuclear-weapons state (NWS) and become the sixth NPT-
recognized nuclear power. Although Indian diplomats have raised this idea in private in
years past, Singh’s statement represents the first public announcement by a high-ranking
official that India wants to be a NWS within the NPT. Indian press reports indicate that Singh
Is serious about this proposal, despite opposition within India.”

“India has long criticized the treaty and maintained it would not join because the NPT
discriminated against states not possessing nuclear weapons on January 1, 1967; it
increased the difficulties for states wishing to develop nuclear energy; and it did not contain
serious disarmament obligations for existing nuclear powers. India presented its position as
one of principle, but it had security interests in having nuclear weapons to deter perceived
threats from China. India again caused consternation in 2008 when it concluded an accord
with the US under which India could access nuclear technologies and materials in return for
placing its civilian nuclear facilities under International Atomic Energy Agency (I1AEA)
safeguards. Critics complained that the accord rewarded India’s NPT defiance and weakened
efforts to strengthen non-proliferation.”

The full article can be found at: http://www.english.globalarabnetwork.com/201001274562/
World-Politics/india-wants-to-join-the-non-proliferation-treaty-as-a-weapon-state.html
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Chem-Demil News

UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT - TRACES OF MUSTARD AGENT DETECTED IN DEPOT
IGLOO

The News Tribune

January 28, 2010

“Trace amounts of mustard agent vapor for chemical weapons were detected inside a
storage igloo Wednesday at the Umatilla Chemical Depot.

The vapor was contained to the igloo with a routine passive filtration system. After the vapor
was discovered, a powered filtration system was started for the igloo and work is under way
to identify the leaking mustard agent container and repair it.”

The full article can be found at: http://www.thenewstribune.com/1201/story/1047667.html
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DESERET CHEMICAL DEPOT - MITIGATION FEES REVERSE DECLINE
By Sarah Miley

Tooele Transcript Bulletin

January 26, 2010

“Increase mainly due to larger containers being destroyed at Deseret Chemical Depot

Mitigation fees paid to Tooele County from hazardous waste companies and a landfill in 2009
were up considerably from what was received in 2008. Last year marked the first increase in
total mitigation fees since 2005.

The county collected $7.6 million in mitigation fees in 2009 — recorded from the fourth
quarter in 2008 through the third quarter of 2009 — which is an increase of 18 percent from
the 2008 total of $6.4 million.”

“EG&G’s mitigation fees totaled $1.5 million in 2009 — a drastic increase from the $393,612
received in 2008. Alaine Grieser, spokeswoman for Deseret Chemical Depot, said the
difference in mitigation fees was due to the amount of tonnage of agent destroyed last year.

“The year before [2008] we’d been processing 155-mm projectiles and in [2009] we moved
into destroying ton containers,” she said.

Ton containers hold approximately 1,700 pounds of agent and the projectiles only hold
roughly 12 pounds of agent, according to Grieser. The projectiles also take longer to destroy.

Grieser said currently DCD is processing 4.2-inch cartridges, which hold approximately 6
pounds of agent.

“l would imagine that in 2010 we’ll destroy, in tonnage, less again just because we’re
moving back to those smaller munitions,” she said.”

The full article can be found at: http://www.tooeletranscript.com/view/full_story/5678931/
article-Mitigation-fees-reverse-decline?instance=home_news_1st_right
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