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Chem-Bio News

1.    NUCLEAR OPTION ON GULF OIL SPILL? NO WAY, U.S. SAYS:  “Government and 
private nuclear experts agreed that using a nuclear bomb would be not only risky 
technically, with unknown and possibly disastrous consequences from radiation, but also 
unwise geopolitically — it would violate arms treaties that the United States has signed and 
championed over the decades and do so at a time when President Obama is pushing for 
global nuclear disarmament.”

2.   ACCIDENTAL EXPOSURE - USAMRIID REPORTS INCIDENTS WITH GERMS IN 
2009:  “2009 saw fewer incidents that possibly exposed workers to biological dangers than 
in 2008, but the 17 confirmed and potential exposures is double the 2006 and 2007 figures.” 

3.    BUMPER KENYA MAIZE HARVEST CONTAMINATED BY TOXINS:  “Health experts 
say the maize contained high levels of lethal aflatoxins, which have killed at least one child.” 

4.   INDIA EXPANDING MILITARY NUCLEAR SITE:  “Google Earth recently posted 
satellite imagery from GeoEye taken on March 3, 2010 of the Rare Materials Plant (RMP) in 
India (see figure 1).  This is the site of India’s military gas centrifuge uranium enrichment 
program.  In the new imagery, initial excavation and construction of a large building or 
buildings can be seen.  While the construction is in its early stages in this image, the size of 
the building or buildings to be constructed indicates that these will be large industrial 
buildings.” 

5.    POISON GAS SWEEPS NIGERIAN CITY, 300 SICKENED:  “A cloud of poisonous 
chlorine gas swept over a densely populated suburb of the northern Nigerian city of Kaduna, 
causing 300 people to fall unconscious, a minister said Sunday.” 

 Chem-Demil News 

1.    LEXINGTON BLUE GRASS ARMY DEPOT - BILL'S LANGUAGE COULD HAVE 
DELAYED WEAPONS DISPOSAL:  “The 2011 House Defense Authorization Bill that 
surfaced last week contained language that would have forced major modifications in the 
contract, said the Chemical Weapons Working Group, a Berea-based organization.”

2.   MUNITIONS TO BE DESTROYED AT CAMP SIBERT [AL]:  “An Explosive Destruction 
System is being brought in and the actual detonation of the 24 munitions will begin June 17, 
said Greg Nielson of the Chemical Materials Agency, a contractor for the U.S. Army at 
Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland.”
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NUCLEAR OPTION ON GULF OIL SPILL? NO WAY, U.S. SAYS
By William J. Broad



The New York Times
June 02, 2010
 
“Decades ago, the Soviet Union reportedly used nuclear blasts to successfully seal off 
runaway gas wells, inserting a bomb deep underground and letting its fiery heat melt the 
surrounding rock to shut off the flow. Why not try it here?
 
The idea has gained fans with each failed attempt to stem the leak and each new setback — 
on Wednesday, the latest rescue effort stalled when a wire saw being used to slice through 
the riser pipe got stuck.”
 
…….
 
“Stephanie Mueller, a spokeswoman for the Energy Department, said that neither Energy 
Secretary Steven Chu nor anyone else was thinking about a nuclear blast under the gulf. 
The nuclear option was not — and never had been — on the table, federal officials said.
 
“It’s crazy,” one senior official said.
 
Government and private nuclear experts agreed that using a nuclear bomb would be not 
only risky technically, with unknown and possibly disastrous consequences from radiation, 
but also unwise geopolitically — it would violate arms treaties that the United States has 
signed and championed over the decades and do so at a time when President Obama is 
pushing for global nuclear disarmament.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/03/us/03nuke.html?hp
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ACCIDENTAL EXPOSURE - USAMRIID REPORTS INCIDENTS WITH GERMS IN 2009
By Megan Eckstein
The Frederick News Post
May 27, 2010
 
“2009 saw fewer incidents that possibly exposed workers to biological dangers than in 2008, 
but the 17 confirmed and potential exposures is double the 2006 and 2007 figures. There 
were also six cases of employees not using correct personal protective equipment -- 
including masks and gloves -- only half as many as 2008's 12 cases, but still higher than the 
two that took place in 2006 and 2007.
 
More than two-thirds of the forms submitted by USAMRIID employees in 2009 involved 
injuries outside the containment labs. Several people hurt their backs moving or lifting 
heavy items, a few crushed their fingers while performing tasks, and two people splashed 
themselves with chemical cleaners.”
 
…..



 
“Of the 16 reports that involved a potential exposure to viruses or bacteria, three workers 
were bitten or scratched by an animal, two were pricked by a needle and three were 
splashed by contaminated liquids.
 
Three workers each filed a report for a Feb. 9 incident involving a mouse that had been 
exposed to Yersinia pestis, the bacterium that causes the plague. One worker was weighing 
the mouse's spleen and dropped the petri dish containing the possibly infected organ. None 
of the three workers was wearing any respiratory protection, so they were put on antibiotics 
until the spleen tested negative for Yersinia pestis. After this accident, USAMRIID decided 
workers would weigh tissue in snap-cap viles instead of petri dishes.
 
Last June, a lab technician working with a primate infected with the Ebola-Zaire virus 
noticed a 1-centimeter tear in the right index finger of the worker's protective blue suit. The 
inner glove had not been punctured, and the technician's finger had no breaks in the skin, 
so the incident was deemed to have "negligible risk of disease." The technician's 
temperature was taken twice daily by USAMRIID medical professionals, who monitored the 
technician for 28 days as an outpatient.
 
Another primate caused a problem in October, when a man was unloading an African green 
monkey that had just been shipped to USAMRIID. The monkey got loose and bit the man's 
right index finger, ripping through two pairs of latex gloves and a pair of Kevlar gloves. The 
man went to disinfect his finger and found a 1-centimeter open lesion. The monkey had not 
been infected with any diseases at USAMRIID, but because there was a chance it could have 
carried rabies, the man was told by state authorities to undergo a series of painful rabies 
vaccinations.
 
In December, an employee was working with pneumonia and a strain of the flu virus in a 
biosafety cabinet, which is supposed to have negative air pressure to suck air away from the 
researcher and prevent exposure to air-borne bacteria or viruses. Facility workers were on 
the roof and turned off the biosafety cabinet's fan, causing a potentially dangerous situation 
for the lab worker and two others in the room. USAMRIID supervisors said in the report they 
would ensure better communication on the part of facilities employees "before actions 
compromising (biosafety cabinets') integrity" are taken in the future.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.fredericknewspost.com/sections/news/display.
htm?StoryID=105460
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BUMPER KENYA MAIZE HARVEST CONTAMINATED BY TOXINS
BBC
June 02, 2010
 
“There is growing alarm among Kenyan farmers about a government announcement that 
2.3m bags of maize were unfit for human consumption.
 



Health experts say the maize contained high levels of lethal aflatoxins, which have killed at 
least one child.
 
The government has pledged to buy and destroy the contaminated maize.
 
The crop was harvested in the drought- and famine-prone Eastern Province and went bad 
because farmers lacked the appropriate storage facilities.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/world/africa/10219505.stm
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INDIA EXPANDING MILITARY NUCLEAR SITE 
By Paul Brannan
Institute for Science and International Security
June 02, 2010
 
“Google Earth recently posted satellite imagery from GeoEye taken on March 3, 2010 of the 
Rare Materials Plant (RMP) in India (see figure 1).  This is the site of India’s military gas 
centrifuge uranium enrichment program.  In the new imagery, initial excavation and 
construction of a large building or buildings can be seen.  While the construction is in its 
early stages in this image, the size of the building or buildings to be constructed indicates 
that these will be large industrial buildings.  A DigitalGlobe satellite image from 2005 shows 
the same area as undeveloped with several adjacent ponds (see figure 2).
 
Based on procurement data and public advertisements for bidding requests, ISIS concluded 
in 2006 that India was on the verge of adding at least 3,000 centrifuges to the RMP1.  If the 
construction seen in the March 3, 2010 imagery is for a new gas centrifuge hall, India’s 
uranium enrichment capacity at RMP will be greatly expanded.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://isis-online.org/isis-reports/detail/india-expanding-
military-nuclear-site/
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POISON GAS SWEEPS NIGERIAN CITY, 300 SICKENED
Agence France-Presse on Google News
June 01, 2010
 
“A cloud of poisonous chlorine gas swept over a densely populated suburb of the northern 
Nigerian city of Kaduna, causing 300 people to fall unconscious, a minister said Sunday.
 
A worker at a scrap yard in Kakuri district tried to cut a gas cylinder into pieces with a blow 
torch, setting off an explosion Saturday and unleashing a cloud of chlorine gas, said Federal 
Environment Minister John Odey.



 
No one was killed but "300 people including children that inhaled the gas were rendered 
unconscious and were taken to the hospitals and clinics," Odey said in a statement.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/
ALeqM5jZtgv1xTH1e4KIGRTu38lLtrdCEA
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 Chem-Demil News 

LEXINGTON BLUE GRASS ARMY DEPOT - BILL'S LANGUAGE COULD HAVE DELAYED 
WEAPONS DISPOSAL
Lexington Herald-Leader
June 02, 2010
 
“U.S. Rep. Ben Chandler took out language from a defense bill that might have led to delays 
in the contract under which a chemical disposal plant is being constructed at Blue Grass 
Army Depot, says a watchdog group.
 
The 2011 House Defense Authorization Bill that surfaced last week contained language that 
would have forced major modifications in the contract, said the Chemical Weapons Working 
Group, a Berea-based organization. Chandler's office recognized the risk posed by the 
provision and the congressman authored an amendment to take out the language, according 
to a news release.
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.kentucky.com/2010/06/02/1289942/bills-
language-could-have-delayed.html
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MUNITIONS TO BE DESTROYED AT CAMP SIBERT [AL]
By Lisa Rogers
The Gadsden Times
June 03, 2010
 
“About 75 munitions have been found in the last four or five years at the former Camp 
Sibert, a live-fire training area for chemical weapons during World War II.
 
Twenty-four of those munitions, which include tear gas and smoke, must be destroyed.
 
An Explosive Destruction System is being brought in and the actual detonation of the 24 
munitions will begin June 17, said Greg Nielson of the Chemical Materials Agency, a 



contractor for the U.S. Army at Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland.
 
Nielson and Derek Romitti of Chemical Materials Agency — the agency in charge of the 
detonation — outlined those plans Thursday with representatives from the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, private contractors who will do some of the monitoring and the Gadsden-
Etowah County Emergency Management Agency.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.gadsdentimes.com/article/20100603/
NEWS/100609937?Title=Munitions-to-be-destroyed-at-Camp-Sibert
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