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Chem-Bio News

1.            IRAN BANS [TWO] UN NUCLEAR INSPECTORS:    “The report, posted on the website of the 
state broadcasting company, quotes Ali Akbar Salehi, head of Iran's nuclear department, as saying the 
Vienna-based International Agency for Atomic Energy, the UN nuclear watchdog, has been informed of  
the decision to ban the two inspectors. He did not name them.”

2.               VA QUIETLY GIVING BENEFITS TO MARINES EXPOSED TO TOXIC WATER:    "Right now, I 
would venture to say that any Camp Lejeune veteran who files a claim now is presumed to have been 
exposed to the contaminated drinking water," Brad Flohr, the assistant director for policy,  
compensation and pension service at the VA, told a meeting of affected Marines and family members in  
April.” 

3.                  LUGAR WELCOMES FIRST BIO-SAFETY LAB IN UKRAINE:    “U.S. Sen. Dick Lugar today 
welcomed the opening of the Interim Central Reference Laboratory in Odessa, Ukraine. The level-3 bio-
safety laboratory is the first built under the expanded authority of the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat  
Reduction program.” 

4.            NNSA SAVES $4 MILLION DISPOSING OF CONTAMINATED EXCESS MACHINE TOOLS AT   
SANDIA CALIFORNIA:  “Sandia California’s Building 979 housed machine tools that had been used to 
support a wide array of research and development projects since the early 1990s. That work was 
completed in recent years, resulting in a determination that the tools were no longer needed by the  
Department of Energy and NNSA and could be disposed of as excess.” 

5.         FDA FINES AMERICAN RED CROSS FOR FAILURES TO MEET BLOOD-SAFETY LAWS:    “The 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced today that the American Red Cross has been fined $16 
million for prior failures to comply with Federal laws and regulations related to the collection and 
manufacture of blood products.” 
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IRAN BANS [TWO] UN NUCLEAR INSPECTORS
The Associated Press in The Independent (UK)
June 21, 2010
 
“The report, posted on the website of the state broadcasting company, quotes Ali Akbar Salehi, head of 
Iran's nuclear department, as saying the Vienna-based International Agency for Atomic Energy, the UN 
nuclear watchdog, has been informed of the decision to ban the two inspectors. He did not name them.
 
The ban is the latest twist in Iran's deepening tussle with the IAEA and the West over its nuclear 
programme.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/iran-bans-un-
nuclear-inspectors-2006389.html
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VA QUIETLY GIVING BENEFITS TO MARINES EXPOSED TO TOXIC WATER
By Barbara Barrett
McClatchy Newspapers in Stars and Stripes



June 20, 2010
 
“The U.S. Department of the Navy says that more research is needed to connect ailments suffered by 
Marines such as Devereaux who served at Camp Lejeune and their families who lived there to decades 
of water contamination at the 156,000-acre base in eastern North Carolina. Meanwhile, however, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs has quietly begun awarding benefits to a few Marines who were based 
at Lejeune.
 
"Right now, I would venture to say that any Camp Lejeune veteran who files a claim now is presumed 
to have been exposed to the contaminated drinking water," Brad Flohr, the assistant director for policy, 
compensation and pension service at the VA, told a meeting of affected Marines and family members in 
April.
 
It's estimated that as many as 1 million people were exposed to the water from the 1950s to the 
1980s. The water was laced with trichloroethylene, known as TCE; tetrachloroethylene, known as PCE; 
benzene and other volatile organic chemicals.”
 
…..
 
“While the Department of the Navy, which oversees the base, is funding continuing research on the 
issue, in some cases the VA has acknowledged that as likely as not, some Marine veterans' ailments 
were caused by drinking and bathing in poisonous water.
 
Despite the exposure, though, there's no presumption that a veteran's disease was caused by the 
contamination. Each case is judged on its own merits, Flohr said.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.stripes.com/news/us/va-quietly-giving-benefits-to-those-
exposed-to-lejeune-s-toxic-water-1.107796
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LUGAR WELCOMES FIRST BIO-SAFETY LAB IN UKRAINE
Office of Senator Dick Lugar Press Release
June 15, 2010
 
“U.S. Sen. Dick Lugar today welcomed the opening of the Interim Central Reference Laboratory in 
Odessa, Ukraine. The level-3 bio-safety laboratory is the first built under the expanded authority of the 
Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction program.
 
In partnership with the Nunn-Lugar program, the laboratory will be used to facilitate research on 
anthrax, tularemia, Q fever, and other dangerous pathogens of mutual concern to the U.S. and 
Ukraine.”
 
…..
 
“Additional level-3 laboratories are under construction in Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and Georgia through 
the Nunn- Lugar program.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://lugar.senate.gov/record.cfm?id=325668&
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NNSA SAVES $4 MILLION DISPOSING OF CONTAMINATED EXCESS MACHINE TOOLS AT 
SANDIA CALIFORNIA
US National Nuclear Security Administration Press Release
June 16, 2010



 
“After overcoming several disposition challenges, we successfully executed a strategy that resulted in 
significant savings to NNSA and American taxpayers,” said Randal S. Scott, Deputy Associate 
Administrator for Infrastructure and Environment. “The removal of the contaminated tools at Sandia 
California is another example of NNSA’s commitment to turning a Cold War-era nuclear weapons 
complex into a 21st century nuclear security enterprise.”
 
Sandia California’s Building 979 housed machine tools that had been used to support a wide array of 
research and development projects since the early 1990s. That work was completed in recent years, 
resulting in a determination that the tools were no longer needed by the Department of Energy and 
NNSA and could be disposed of as excess.
 
Potential reuse of the tools was complicated because of contamination, but the cost for disposing the 
tools at the Nevada Test Site was estimated at more than $4 million. Looking to most efficiently utilize 
taxpayer dollars, Sandia contacted NNSA’s Office of Infrastructure and Environment to determine if 
there was a lower cost method to dispose of the tools.
 
NNSA identified a Nuclear Regulatory Commission-licensed vendor – Toxco, Inc. of Oak Ridge, Tenn. – 
capable of receiving the equipment for processing and release from regulatory control. The vendor 
agreed to take title to the equipment “as-is, where-is” at Sandia and transport the items to their 
licensed facility in Tennessee for reclamation. The total cost of this plan was roughly $70,000, and the 
vendor provided all transportation, processing and waste disposal services necessary to disposition the 
equipment either as waste or reusable equipment.”
 
Photos of the excess machine tools removed from Sandia can be found at:  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nnsanews/sets/72157624288961972/
 
The full article can be found at:  
http://www.nnsa.energy.gov/mediaroom/pressreleases/sandiatools061610
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FDA FINES AMERICAN RED CROSS FOR FAILURES TO MEET BLOOD-SAFETY LAWS
Infection Control Today Magazine
June 18, 2010
 
“The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced today that the American Red Cross has been fined 
$16 million for prior failures to comply with Federal laws and regulations related to the collection and 
manufacture of blood products.
 
Despite the compliance failures, FDA found no evidence that the Red Cross violations endangered any 
patients and the blood supply is believed to be safe. Multiple layers of safeguards are in place to protect 
and enhance the safety of blood products. However, these types of violations decrease the assurance 
that blood products manufactured by American Red Cross will continue to be safe and have the 
potential to compromise the safety of the blood supply.
 
The FDA assessed fines totaling $16.18 million – $9.79 million for violations related to mismanagement 
of certain blood products and $6.39 million for Good Manufacturing Practice violations. Blood products 
include red cells, plasma and platelets.”
 
…..
 
“In October 2009, the agency notified the American Red Cross that FDA inspections conducted during 
fiscal years 2008 and 2009 revealed violations that included failure to identify problems that occur 
during manufacturing and failure to adequately investigate identified problems.
 
The fines announced today were assessed under an amended 2003 consent decree that outlines 



requirements for the American Red Cross to ensure safety of the nation’s blood supply.”
 
…..
 
“Since 2003, the American Red Cross has made progress addressing some of its quality issues, 
including standardizing procedures, upgrading its National Testing Laboratories, and increasing 
oversight of the organization. However, to fully comply with federal regulations and consent decree 
provisions, the American Red Cross must make swift, additional progress on all of the issues the FDA 
has identified.
 
The agency has previously sent 12 similar letters to the American Red Cross and imposed a total of 
more than $21 million in fines under terms of the amended 2003 consent decree.
 
The American Red Cross is one of several organizations that is responsible for the nation’s blood 
supply.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.infectioncontroltoday.com/hotnews/fda-fines-american-
red-cross.html
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