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Chem-Bio News

1.      BILL FOR MORE INVESTIGATION OF '01 ANTHRAX CASE PASSES HOUSE:    “Maryland 
Republican Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, who represents Frederick, and Democratic Rep. Rush Holt, from the 
New Jersey district where the anthrax letters were mailed, want the director of National Intelligence to 
investigate potential foreign connections to the attacks.”

2.         DIRTY BOMB RECOVERY PLANS LACKING:    “US cities recently surveyed by congressional 
investigators would require the assistance of the federal government to clean up after a dirty bomb 
attack, but they were confused as to which federal agencies from which to seek help in such a 
recovery.” 

3.      HANFORD TO RESUME SHIPMENTS TO NEW MEXICO:    “Truckloads of radioactive waste will be 
rolling away from the Hanford nuclear reservation again starting in March.” 

4.         [IL] MINRAV TO BUILD EMERGENCY UNDERGROUND HOSPITAL:    “The facility at Haifa's 
Rambam Hospital will provide protection from nuclear weapons.” 

5.      NOT CBRN BUT …… 200 RUSSIAN TANKS FOUND ABANDONED IN FOREST:    “A news website 
near the city of Yekaterinburg posted a video of the forgotten tanks showing passers-by clambering 
inside the vehicles and playing with empty ammunition belts. The only items that seemed to be missing 
were live rounds and the keys to the tanks' ignitions.” 

 Chem-Demil News 

1.         UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT - CEREMONY PLANNED MARCH 18 FOR IGLOO EXPLOSION   
SITE:  “The Umatilla Chemical Depot will host a Memorial Ceremony March 18 in honor of six depot 
workers killed in an igloo explosion in 1944. In commemoration of the 66th anniversary of this tragic 
accident, UMCD is inviting family members of the workers who died and depot workers of that period to 
attend.”
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BILL FOR MORE INVESTIGATION OF '01 ANTHRAX CASE PASSES HOUSE
By Paul West
The Baltimore Sun
February 26, 2010
 
“A measure requiring further federal investigation into the 2001 anthrax attack that killed five people 
was approved Thursday by the House of Representatives. It was proposed by two skeptics of a recently 
closed FBI probe that blamed the deadly attacks on Bruce Ivins, a microbiologist at the Army 
biodefense lab at Fort Detrick in Frederick. Maryland Republican Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, who represents 
Frederick, and Democratic Rep. Rush Holt, from the New Jersey district where the anthrax letters were 
mailed, want the director of National Intelligence to investigate potential foreign connections to the 
attacks.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/bal-
md.briefs261feb26,0,2361710.story
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DIRTY BOMB RECOVERY PLANS LACKING



By Mickey McCarter
HSToday.com
March 01, 2010
 
“US cities recently surveyed by congressional investigators would require the assistance of the federal 
government to clean up after a dirty bomb attack, but they were confused as to which federal agencies 
from which to seek help in such a recovery.
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), which has responsibility for developing national 
recovery plans, should produce one for improvised nuclear devices (IND) or radiological dispersal 
devices (RDD) to designate clear lines of responsibility for cleaning up after a terrorist attack using a 
radiological device, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) said in a Feb. 26 report.
 
A GAO survey of 13 US cities and most states revealed that they would require significant assistance 
from the federal government to clean up after a dirty bomb or nuclear attack. But city and state officials 
could not consistently identify which federal agency would help them after such an attack, said the GAO 
report, Combating Nuclear Terrorism: Actions Needed to Better Prepare to Recover from Possible 
Attacks Using Radiological or Nuclear Materials.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/12329/128/
 
The GAO report can be found at:  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d10204.pdf
Return to Top 

HANFORD TO RESUME SHIPMENTS TO NEW MEXICO
By Annette Cary
The TriCity Herald
February 27, 2010
 
“Truckloads of radioactive waste will be rolling away from the Hanford nuclear reservation again starting 
in March.
 
No transuranic waste has been shipped from Hanford to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant, or WIPP, in New 
Mexico, the nation's repository for transuranic waste, since September 2008.
 
Transuranic waste at Hanford typically is debris such as laboratory equipment, protective clothing or 
tools contaminated with plutonium from the past production of plutonium for the nation's nuclear 
weapons program. 
The Department of Energy had not planned to resume shipments to New Mexico from Hanford until 
2014, but federal economic stimulus money has accelerated its plans.
 
Earlier, Hanford's annual budget money was shifted from work in central Hanford, where transuranic 
waste is stored, to clean up the area closest to the Columbia River.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2010/02/27/919030/hanford-to-
resume-shipments-to.html
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[IL] MINRAV TO BUILD EMERGENCY UNDERGROUND HOSPITAL
By Michal Margalit
 
February 22, 2010
 
“The facility at Haifa's Rambam Hospital will provide protection from nuclear weapons.



 
Minrav Holdings Ltd. has won the tender from Rambam Hospital in Haifa to build a three-floor 
underground car park, which can be used at short notice as an emergency hospital. The cost of the 
work will be NIS 250 million.”
 
…..
 
“In regular times the three storey underground facility will be used as a car park for 1,500 vehicles and 
will provide a solution for the lack of parking at Rambam Hospital. In an emergency the facility can be 
transformed into a hospital for 2,000 patients and will provide protection from nuclear, chemical and 
biological weapons.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.globes.co.il/serveen/globes/docview.asp?did=1000541386
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NOT CBRN BUT …… 200 RUSSIAN TANKS FOUND ABANDONED IN FOREST
By Andrew Osborn
The Telegraph
February 28, 2010
 
“A news website near the city of Yekaterinburg posted a video of the forgotten tanks showing passers-
by clambering inside the vehicles and playing with empty ammunition belts. The only items that 
seemed to be missing were live rounds and the keys to the tanks' ignitions.
 
"There are tanks all over the forest, abandoned," an unnamed reporter on the video says. "If you need 
one, come and get it."
 
Locals in a nearby village said the tanks had been sitting there for almost four months covered in snow. 
The armoured vehicles were identified as a mixture of T-80 and T-72 battle tanks, the workhorses of 
the Russian army.”
 
The full article can be found at:  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/russia/7338097/200-Russian-tanks-found-
abandoned-in-forest.html
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UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT - CEREMONY PLANNED MARCH 18 FOR IGLOO EXPLOSION SITE
US Army Chemical Materials Agency Press Release
February 24, 2010
 
“The Umatilla Chemical Depot will host a Memorial Ceremony March 18 in honor of six depot workers 
killed in an igloo explosion in 1944. In commemoration of the 66th anniversary of this tragic accident, 
UMCD is inviting family members of the workers who died and depot workers of that period to attend.
 
The ceremony will begin at 10 a.m. in Bldg. 54 and conclude at the site of the explosion.
 
This is the third commemoration held in the past three years and this year’s ceremony marks the 66th 
anniversary of the March 21, 1944, igloo explosion in which six civilian depot workers died. The event 
also stands as the only fatal munitions handling accident in the depot’s history since its opening on the 
eve of World War II.



 
“This tragic accident is a significant part of the local area, the depot and the Army’s history. I feel it is 
very important that we honor these six depot workers who gave their lives in support of our country 
during World War II. It is not only important that we honor them today, but we continue to honor them 
following depot closure with ceremonies such as this,” said Lt. Col. Kris Perkins, depot commander.
 
In the 1944 accident, a depot storage igloo, B-1014, containing 264 500-pound conventional bombs, 
was completely destroyed. Killed in the accident were:  Kenneth LeRoy Fraser, foreman; Lance Stultz, 
lift truck operator; William Sanders, munitions handler; Harry Dwight Sever, munitions handler; Hiram 
Cook, truck driver; and Alice Wolgamott, junior laborer. Two crew members working on a nearby 
railroad pier survived – Glenn P. Long, foreman, and Cecil Pennington, foreman. An extensive Army 
investigation was unable to determine the specific cause of the accident.
 
Interested World War II-era depot workers or their family members should provide their names as soon 
as possible to the Umatilla Chemical Disposal Outreach Office in Hermiston at (541) 564-9339. This 
information will be used to permit access to the depot. Bus transportation will be provided from the 
depot main gate to the accident site. Ceremony guests should bring warm clothing.
 
Note to Media: Those interested in covering the ceremony March 18 should contact Jim Hackett at 
(541) 564-5418/5312 by March 11 or by e-mail, james.s.hackett@us.army.mil . Photography will be 
allowed within certain security requirements.
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.cma.army.mil/include/docrendition.asp?DocID=003682450
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