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Chem-Bio News

1.   FBI DIRECTOR MUELLER: AL-QAIDA STILL WANTS NUCLEAR BOMB:  “In 
February, Sheikh Abdullah al-Nasifi, a known al-Qaida recruiter in Kuwait, boasted on al 
Jazeera television that Mexico’s border with the United States was the ideal infiltration point 
for terrorists seeking to attack America.”

2.   NUCLEAR REVIEW NEARS COMPLETION:   “The 2010 Nuclear Posture Review will be 
presented to Congress within a month, James N. Miller, principal deputy undersecretary of 
defense for policy, told the House Armed Services Committee‘s subcommittee on strategic 
forces.”

3.    OBAMA RECALLS BUNKER-BUSTER BOMB KITS TO BAR ISRAELI STRIKE ON 
IRAN:  “…..US president Barack Obama ordered a consignment of Joint Direct Attack 
Munition- JDAM already on its way to Israel to be diverted to the US Air Force base on the 
Indian Ocean island of Diego Garcia. This step, the pointer to a US arms embargo for 
preventing Israel attacking Iran's nuclear sites…..” 

4.   HANFORD TANK FARM SAFETY MANAGEMENT CRITICIZED:  “The tank farm 
contractor's work planning directives "are unnecessarily complex and confusing," among 
other problems, said a letter sent by the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board to Ines 
Triay, the Department of Energy assistant secretary for environmental management.” 

5.   MULTIFUNCTIONAL POLYMER NEUTRALIZES BOTH BIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS:  “He and his team have devised a polyurethane fiber mesh containing enzymes 
that lead to the production of bromine or iodine, which kill bacteria, as well as chemicals 
that generate compounds that detoxify organophosphate nerve agents.” 

 Chem-Demil News 

1.   UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT - DISPOSAL FACILITY WORKER MAY HAVE COME 
INTO CONTACT WITH MUSTARD AGENT:  “An analysis is under way to determine if a 
Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility worker’s skin blister was caused by contact with 
mustard agent.”
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FBI DIRECTOR MUELLER: AL-QAIDA STILL WANTS NUCLEAR BOMB
By Ken Timmerman
Newsmax.com
March 18, 2010
 
“FBI Director Robert Mueller warned Congress on Wednesday of ongoing al-Qaida efforts to 



acquire weapons of mass destruction to attack the United States.
 
“Al-Qaida remains committed to its goal of conducting attacks inside the United States,” 
Mueller told a House appropriations subcommittee. “Further, al-Qaida’s continued efforts to 
access chemical, biological, radiological, or nuclear material pose a serious threat to the 
United States.”
 
…..
 
“In February, Sheikh Abdullah al-Nasifi, a known al-Qaida recruiter in Kuwait, boasted on al 
Jazeera television that Mexico’s border with the United States was the ideal infiltration point 
for terrorists seeking to attack America.
 
“Four pounds of anthrax – in a suitcase this big – carried by a fighter through tunnels from 
Mexico into the U.S., are guaranteed to kill 330,000 Americans within a single hour if it is 
properly spread in population centers there,” al-Nasifi said.
 
"There is no need for airplanes, conspiracies, timings and so on. One person, with the 
courage to carry four pounds of anthrax, will go to the White House lawn, and will spread 
this 'confetti' all over them, and then will do these cries of joy. It will turn into a real 
'celebration,'" al-Nasifi said. "9/11 will be small change in comparison. Am I right?"
 
Mueller echoed those threats in his congressional testimony Wednesday, reminding 
lawmakers that a 2008 National Intelligence Estimate on the threat of a terrorist WMD 
attack “concluded that it remains the intent of terrorist adversaries to seek the means and 
capability to use WMD against the United States at home and abroad.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://newsmax.com/Newsfront/mueller-fbi-alqaida-
nuclear/2010/03/18/id/353169
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NUCLEAR REVIEW NEARS COMPLETION
By Jordan Reimer
Special to American Forces Press Service
US Department of Defense
March 17, 2010
 
“Several conclusions drawn from a nearly complete review of the nation‘s nuclear posture 
already have been incorporated into the Defense Department‘s fiscal 2011 budget request, a 
senior Pentagon official told Congress yesterday.
 
The 2010 Nuclear Posture Review will be presented to Congress within a month, James N. 
Miller, principal deputy undersecretary of defense for policy, told the House Armed Services 
Committee‘s subcommittee on strategic forces.
 



“The Nuclear Posture Review will be a foundational document for this administration,• Miller 
said in a hearing on the status of U.S. strategic forces. It‘s intended to be a practical work 
plan for the agenda laid out by President Barack Obama, he added.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=58363
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OBAMA RECALLS BUNKER-BUSTER BOMB KITS TO BAR ISRAELI STRIKE ON IRAN
DEBKAfile.com
March 20, 2010
 
“Shortly after Vice President Joe Biden's Israel visit ended on March 11 in high dudgeon over 
the approval 1,600 new homes in East Jerusalem, US president Barack Obama ordered a 
consignment of Joint Direct Attack Munition- JDAM already on its way to Israel to be 
diverted to the US Air Force base on the Indian Ocean island of Diego Garcia. This step, the 
pointer to a US arms embargo for preventing Israel attacking Iran's nuclear sites, is first 
revealed here by debkafile's military sources.
 
US military sources describe the consignment as consisting of 387 JDAM kits for attachment 
to the warheads of 2,000-pound BLU-109/MK-84 or the 1,000-pound BLU-110/MK-83 
bunker-busters for their conversion into smart bombs.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.debka.com/article/8665/
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HANFORD TANK FARM SAFETY MANAGEMENT CRITICIZED
By Annette Cary
The TriCity Herald
March 19, 2010
 
“The tank farm contractor's work planning directives "are unnecessarily complex and 
confusing," among other problems, said a letter sent by the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety 
Board to Ines Triay, the Department of Energy assistant secretary for environmental 
management.
 
The safety board requested a report within 90 days outlining actions taken or planned by the 
DOE Hanford Office of River Protection and its tank farm contractor, Washington River 
Protection Solutions (WRPS).
 
The Office of River Protection also has had concerns and sent a letter to its contractor five 
months ago saying that "less-than adequate work packages and procedures have been 
released for work."
 



"This has resulted in work being stopped, workers performing steps out of sequence, 
workers not performing steps when they are required to be performed, work being 
performed to the wrong requirements and personnel being placed at risk," it said.
 
The defense board criticized not only WRPS, but also DOE.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2010/03/19/944908/hanford-
tank-farm-safety-management.html
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MULTIFUNCTIONAL POLYMER NEUTRALIZES BOTH BIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center Press Release
March 18, 2010
 
“In an ongoing effort to mirror the ability of biological tissues to respond rapidly and 
appropriately to changing environments, scientists from the McGowan Institute for 
Regenerative Medicine have synthesized a single, multifunctional polymer material that can 
decontaminate both biological and chemical toxins. They described the findings recently in 
Biomaterials.”
 
…..
 
“He and his team have devised a polyurethane fiber mesh containing enzymes that lead to 
the production of bromine or iodine, which kill bacteria, as well as chemicals that generate 
compounds that detoxify organophosphate nerve agents.
 
“This mesh could be developed into sponges, coatings or liquid sprays, and it could be used 
internally or as a wound dressing that is capable of killing bacteria, viruses and spores,” said 
lead investigator Gabi Amitai, Ph.D., of the McGowan Institute and the Israel Institute for 
Biological Research. “The antibacterial and antitoxin activities do not interfere with each 
other, and actually can work synergistically.”
 
In their experiments, the material fended off Staph aureus and E. coli, which represent 
different classes of bacteria. After 24 hours, it restored 70 percent of the activity of 
acetylcholinesterase, an enzyme that is inhibited by nerve agents leading to fatal 
dysfunction of an essential neurotransmitter.
 
The researchers continue to develop alternate decontamination strategies to address 
chemical and biologic weapons.
 
Co-authors of the paper include Hironobu Murata, Ph.D., and senior research technician Jill 
Andersen, both of the McGowan Institute; and Richard Koepsel, Ph.D., of the McGowan 
Institute and the Department of Surgery, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine.
 
The study was funded by a grant from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.”



 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.upmc.com/MediaRelations/NewsReleases/2010/
Pages/McGowan-Multifunctional-Polymer.aspx
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UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT - DISPOSAL FACILITY WORKER MAY HAVE COME 
INTO CONTACT WITH MUSTARD AGENT
US Army Chemical Materials Agency Press Release
March 19, 2010
 
“An analysis is under way to determine if a Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility 
worker’s skin blister was caused by contact with mustard agent.
 
The facility is currently processing mustard agent ton containers in preparation for the Agent 
Trial Burns. On Wednesday, March 17, two maintenance employees, wearing the appropriate 
protective clothing for the area consisting of masks, gloves, boots, aprons and cotton 
coveralls, were working on equipment calibration in the facility’s Munitions Demilitarization 
Building. At about 1 p.m, as the employees were exiting the working area, an agent monitor 
registered with low-level mustard readings in the airlock.
 
Following standard procedures, the workers’ protective equipment and clothing were 
removed and the individuals were decontaminated. Medical evaluation at the facility’s clinic 
identified a red spot on the skin of one employee, which progressed over the following 24 
hours to a blister.
 
“Safety of our employees is our No. 1 priority,” said Mike Strong, the Army Site Project 
Manager at the Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility. “We will fully evaluate and assess 
the events that led to this incident as we provide appropriate care for the employee.”
 
At no time was there danger to the public or the environment, Strong said.
 
At this time, it has not been determined whether the skin blister may be a symptom of 
potential mustard agent exposure or has another cause. As part of a medical analysis to 
determine cause, the worker’s blood has been drawn and is being prepared to be sent to an 
independent lab for testing.
 
The employee has returned to work, with no other adverse effects. An analysis is under way 
to determine the root cause of the event. As a precaution, all entries into the chemical 
processing areas have been upgraded to the highest levels of protective clothing pending 
further review.”
 
The full article can be found at:  http://www.cma.army.mil/include/docrendition.asp?
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