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SUBJECT: Policy for Ensuring Chemical and Biological Contamination Survivability 
(CBCS) 

This memorandum establishes Department of Defense (DoD) policy for CBCS. 
Section 1053 of the Ronald W. Reagan National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2005, Public Law 108-375, provides that the Secretary of Defense shall submit to 
the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a plan 
that sets forth a systematic approach for ensuring the survivability of defense critical 
systems upon contamination by chemical or biological agents. 

Pursuant to the authority delegated to me by the Secretary of Defense, I 
established an interim policy designating all Acquisition Category 1D programs as 
"Defense Critical Systems" for purposes of Section 1053 while the final policy was being 
developed. 

The final policy (attached) replaces the interim policy and includes a process for 
identifying critical systems, instructions on how CBCS should be addressed by the 
Military Departments, a process for DoD oversight, and definitions of decontamination, 
hardness. and com~atibilitv. I 

Attachment: 
As stated 












