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Thank you, General, for the introduction.  

I was a little worried that I would be introduced as one of the people surrounded by brick and providing unlimited suggestions and guidance, and thus sent to OSD.  

Tonight we are honoring Rear Admiral Wayne E. Meyer for his achievements in advancing our Nation’s missile defense.  It has been my privilege to know Admiral Meyer since my first days at the Pentagon in 2001.  

As I look back, I remember being anxious about encountering the Father of AEGIS, “FOA” as we all know him.  Not far into my tenure, I changed the Aegis tradition by creating a separate PEO for Ships and the PEO for Integrated Warfare Systems.  I know Admiral Meyer was not impressed.  He won’t remember this as intensely as I do, but I remember being very concerned about talking to him about this reorganization.  I stood my ground in explaining my reasoning, and I think he respected that – he didn’t agree, but he respected my determination.  I have come to greatly value his insights.  

As an engineer, I have the deepest respect for Admiral Meyer’s work, and as a leader in the Pentagon, I laud his achievements.  My time in the Pentagon has given me tremendous respect for people who can accomplish great things through all the challenges our system presents.  Under his watch, we began as a nation to build the backbone of our robust Missile Defense capability.  

Consistent with Navy tradition, we should talk a minute about Admiral Meyer’s assignments in the Sea Service.  He began his career as an apprentice seaman, was commissioned an Ensign in the Naval Reserve, and in 1948, joined the Navy on active duty, and quickly rose through the ranks.  

At sea, he served as the Executive Officer in the USS STRICKLAND.  He also served on the TALOS cruiser USS GALVESTON, and was a member of the Navy’s Special Task Force for Surface Missile Systems.  He joined the Naval Ordnance Engineering Corps and in 1967, became the Director of Engineering at the Naval Ship Missile Systems Engineering Station.  

Three years later he became the Manager of the AEGIS Weapons System.  This is where the history of our Naval missile defense system began.  Today, we continue to build on the foundation he laid decades ago.

After his time as the Manager of the AEGIS Weapons System, he was named the Project Manager for Surface Missile Systems.  In 1974, he became the first Director of Surface Warfare, Naval Sea Systems Command.  He made Admiral in 1975, and was the founding Project Manager for AEGIS Shipbuilding.  In 1983, he was named Deputy Commander, Weapons and Combat Systems, Naval Sea Systems Command.  He retired in 1985.

His career has been a storied one.  He is the founding father of the AEGIS Weapons System, and helped lead us to Ballistic Missile Defense and the formation of the Missile Defense Agency.  Admiral Meyer’s hard work lives on as the foundation for our Missile Defense Program. 

Just before his retirement, twenty-five years ago, Admiral Meyer commissioned the first Aegis Cruiser, USS Ticonderoga.  First Lady, Nancy Reagan, christened Ticonderoga the year before.  Further, In March, 1983, President Ronald Reagan unveiled his vision of a Strategic Defense Initiative, which proposed to provide a defense from ballistic missiles against the nation.  In these early discussions the newly minted USS Ticonderoga was not part of that conversation.  But this changed as people recognized the power and capability of the Aegis Weapon System that Admiral Meyer created.  

I have to tell you a story here.  When I became the Navy acquisition executive, Admiral Meyer and others – he is VERY good at applying pressure from many directions – said you have to move Navy missile defense forward and improve the Navy’s relationship with MDA – and I think get some of their money.  He said you know MDA and the Hill and the Pentagon – you have to improve these relationships and programs.  I took such mission assignments from FOA very personally.  These pressures are what led me to one day conceive of giving the LAKE ERIE to MDA as a test ship in exchange for MDA purchase of SM-3’s and conversion of additional Aegis ships to missile defense capability.  Building on the foundation Admiral Meyer created and the excellent work by MDA on Standard Missile, this capability became real and the Nation’s path finder for missile defense capability.  

Sir, your successes and career transformed the way the Navy and our country defends itself from threats.   We owe America’s safety and security to you.   

One of the great honors which can be conferred on an individual is the naming of a Capital ship in his name.  Only a handful of living notables have enjoyed this great endowment. Most recently, Senator John Stennis, Presidents George HW Bush, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, and Admiral Arleigh Burke.  Of course, there is one such notable whom we just happen to be honoring tonight.  The Aegis Destroyer, hull number 108, will bear the name of one Wayne E. Meyer!  She will be the 58th destroyer in her class and will carry the 100th AEGIS system to be delivered to the United States Navy.  She will be christened later this year in Bath, Maine.  Admiral, I’d say you are in pretty good company.

I had the privilege of working side-by-side with him during my tenure in the Navy, and I look forward to our continued relationship in my role as Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics.  I can honestly say I have learned valuable lessons from Admiral Meyer about leadership skills, program management, accountability, discipline, and collaboration.  Admiral Meyer worked as a partner with industry to successfully achieve results.  He has pushed me and inspired me.  

Many of you know how Admiral Meyer will tell you that different individuals are one of his – that is, he trained them.  He said this many times to me and I started to give it some thought.  It came to make a lot of sense to me.  Thus, I do have longer meetings, and I try to set high standards and to pass any knowledge and discipline I have learned to the individual program managers that I meet with.  As Admiral Meyer understood, these individuals are the real legacy.

It is an immense honor to be here recognizing you today.  Tonight we celebrate you and your leadership.  Thank you for everything you have done for the security of our great Nation and for our warfighters.  Congratulations Admiral Meyer!
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