Ethic scenario 
QUESTION:  You are the Contracting Officer for the Myanmar Cyclone Rescue (MCR) team and a cost reimbursement contract has been awarded to Thai Sysco Food Service (TSFS) company.  The team (“MCR”) of DoD and TSFS employees has been working well together and are ahead of emergency schedule.  To promote the smooth working of the team, TSFS’s project manager offers tickets to a Boston Red Sox baseball game for all the DoD and TSFS members of the team.  The face value of each ticket is $50.
May you or the other DoD employees accept the tickets? 
Answer A. Yes, accepting the tickets will contribute to team-building and help smooth the way for continued success on the program, which is an exception to the prohibition on accepting gifts.
Answer B.  No, Best does business with DoD, and no exception covers this offer.
Answer C.  Yes, you and the others may accept the ticket from the contractor because there is an exception to the prohibition on accepting gifts that lets you accept gifts up to $50 a year.
Answer D.  Yes, because Best got a deal on the tickets, they really cost Best only $15 each.
Correct answer is B:  The general rule is that you may not accept a gift from a “prohibited source,” which includes anybody:  
_    Who has or seeks business with DoD, 
_    Who has interests that may be influenced by the performance of your official duties,
_    Who seeks official action by DoD, or 
_    Who is regulated by DoD.  
	Since the contractor does business with DoD, it is a “prohibited source.” In this situation, there is no exception to the general prohibition that would let you accept the tickets.  The value of the ticket is the actual face value of the ticket, not its cost to the contractor.  (D wrong). Although there is an exception that allows you to accept up to $50 in a calendar year from the same contractor, you may only accept up to $20 in gifts on any one occasion.  (C wrong).	And no, there is no exception for team-building gifts.  (A wrong)
FOLLOW-UP QUESTION: 
If you pay full face value for the ticket, it is not a gift, so you would be able to attend the game with your teammates.  But, since you have to evaluate the performance of the contractor, should you be concerned about close social relationships with the contractor?   Remember, it is hard to treat “close friends” impartially and objectively. More ethic training with scenarios can be found at www.dod.mil/dodgc/defense_ethics/ethics_training/2004AET.ppt 
