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A Foreword for Contingency
Contracting Officers

During a deployment, contingency operation, or response to natural
disasters things can change in a hurry. One minute you find
yourself operating in a sustained operational environment and

the next deployed to a bare base
or in the field supporting disaster
relief operations. The challenges
you face may be very familiar or
unprecedented. There may be
little or no time to prepare and
you may have nothing but your
own wits to guide you. The
success of your mission may be
completely or partly dependent
upon your  ab i l i ty  to  so lve
problems and think quickly.

Your job as a contingency
contracting officer (CCO) is to
locally acquire the items needed
to support the mission. In doing
so, you should be conscious of the
fact that many foreign business

cultures expect kickbacks, finder’s fees, exchange of gifts, or other
gratuities that are illegal for US personnel to provide or accept. You should
always ensure ethics regulations are closely observed. As a CCO, you must
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be vigilant in advising US commanders, requirements personnel, and
CCO-appointed representatives about practices that may violate standards
of conduct. In order to enhance your ability to successfully operate in a
variety of mission environments, we’ve produced the Defense
Contingency Contracting Handbook. This pocket-sized handbook and
its accompanying DVD provide the essential information, tools, and
training for you to meet the challenges you will face, regardless of the
mission or environment.

Purpose

Our goal in producing this handbook is to provide a pocket-sized guide
to help you meet the needs of those whom you are supporting. This is
crucial to your success and that of the overall mission. No one can
remember verbatim all the training he or she has received, and that is where
this handbook will, hopefully, fill in the gaps. It is by no means a stand-
alone document and must be read together with the Federal Acquisition
Regulation, the Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement, and
Operational Contract Support in Joint Operations (Joint Publication
4-10). The Defense Contingency Contracting Handbook provides a
consolidated source of information for CCOs conducting contingency
contracting operations in a Joint environment. The hard-copy book is
intended to be used in conjunction with the attached DVD and is available
at the Defense Procurement and Acquisition Policy (DPAP) Web site at
http://www.acq.osd.mil/dpap/pacc/cc/jcchb/, under the contingency
contracting tab. Both the handbook and DVD shall be used to train at
home station, for reference and to train while deployed. The handbook
and attached DVD provide useful tools, templates, and training which
enable the CCO to be effective in any contracting environment.

Authority

The Defense Contingency Contracting Handbook is authorized by the
Director, Defense Procurement and Acquisition Policy. It was prepared
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by OUSD (AT&L), Defense Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics
contingency contracting staff; Defense Acquisition University;
representatives from the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force, Defense Contract Management Agency, Defense Contract Audit
Agency; and the Air Force Logistics Management Agency. These
organizations will maintain the handbook and provide future updates.
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