AIR TRAVEL CHECKLIST
· Preparing to Travel 
· Know exactly where you are going/what stops you'll make along the way. 

· Try to book a non-stop, direct flight to your destination.  The fewer stops and plane changes the better.  Avoid stopovers in high threat countries. 

· Buy your tickets and pick them up in advance, not at the airport.  Ask for a window seat near the center or rear of the plane (away from exit rows, if possible).  Avoid the first class section. 

· Avoid known “hot spots.”  If possible, use military air, AMC military charter, or US flag carriers.  If necessary to avoid high-risk areas, use a reputable foreign flag carrier, preferably a “neutral” country airline. 

· When traveling, avoid carrying possibly controversial material, such as gun magazines, religious books, pornography, or magazines that can offend or antagonize. 

· Since you should have already determined what clothing is appropriate for your deployment location.  Pack to where only that which will be most comfortable, yet least offensive. 

· If you require regular medication: 

· Carry an ample supply, a copy of your prescription, or a statement from your physician explaining the need for such medication. Remove labels that reflect your military affiliation. 

· If you wear contact lenses, carry lens care material and also your glasses. 

· Travel light. Pack only what you need and nothing more.  Carry only essential items on your person, such passport, military ID, and driver’s license. 

· At the Airport 
· Arrive early.  Don't loiter around the ticket counter, baggage check-in, or the security screening area.  Pass through security as quickly as possible and go to the boarding area.  If you want to use shops, restaurants, and lounges, do so in the security area, not the main terminal.  

· Use concealed bag tags.
· Once through security, proceed to lounge or other open area away from baggage lockers. 



· If possible, sit with your back against a wall.

· Remain alert.  Be a “people watcher.”

· Stay alert.  Don't casually discuss your military affiliation with anyone. Report any suspicious activity to airport security officials and stay clear of unattended luggage.

· On the Aircraft:  On board your plane, opt for a window seat near the rear of the plane away from the exits. These seats have the lowest chance of easy access by hijackers. Mentally note the other passengers and check the area immediately surrounding your seat.  Once in the air, continue to be alert and immediately report anything suspicious to one of the crewmembers.  If the plane is hijacked: 

· Above all else, remain calm 

· Be polite and cooperative. 

· Be aware that not all of the hijackers may reveal themselves initially, hoping to draw out security personnel or overhear conversations, which reveal useful passengers. 

· A tourist passport is a non-military travel document. Surrender it on demand and do not attempt to hide your identity with an elaborate story. 

· Discreetly dispose of incriminating materials, such as your military ID. If confronted, admit your military connection, explaining that you always travel on your personal passport, and no deceit was intended. 

· Don't draw attention to yourself, but be observant of activities around you and your captors. 

· If a rescue attempt is made, drop to the floor immediately, and do not get up until told to do so. Fully cooperate with your rescuers. 

· At the Destination Airport 
· Examine your luggage when your bags arrive at the pick-up point. Use locks and make sure they haven't been tampered with.  If they have, contact the airport police. 

· Do not let a stranger select a taxi from the airport for you. Ensure the cab driver is licensed and her/his face matches the license photo.  It should have the minimum safety equipment, i.e., seat belts. 
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