Ground Travel

· If you rent a vehicle, choose a model that fits in such as a medium–sized sedan. 
· Inspect the vehicle and familiarize yourself with the car before you leave the agency and inspect the vehicle every time you leave it in an unsecured location. 
· Should you need directions to your hotel, call the hotel from a pay phone and ask for directions using major highways. 
· If you suspect you are being followed drive to a public location, avoid chokepoints and getting boxed in. 

· CAR SEARCH GUIDE: 

· Park on hard surfaces – grass/mud can conceal wires, etc. 
· Leave your car dirty/dusty so that it’s easy to see if someone has tampered with it.
· Clean up all debris around your car before leaving it, so that anything you find near it when you return will be obvious. 
· When you return to your car, first observe it from a distance to see any obvious changes to the car or its surroundings 
· Upon approaching the car, walk completely around it, checking the ground for wire clippings, tape, or any other signs of suspicious activity. Then make a second trip around the car, visually checking the outside of the car for signs of tampering (hood or trunk ajar, scratches, etc.). Finally, using a mirror and flashlight, carefully examine the entire underside of the car. 
· Once you have completed your exterior search, you are ready to search the trunk and engine compartment, or the car’s interior, whichever you prefer to do first. 
· If you find anything suspicious, you search is OVER! Evacuate the area and call the authorities! 
· Use a all-metal mirror with telescoping handle: 

· Leave visors in down position so that they cannot conceal anything Lock or leave glove box open and empty.  Look behind the grill.  Ensure that you have a locking gas cap.  Carefully search the wheel wells.  The underside of the car beneath the driver’s seat is a critical area to search for bombs, as is the fuel tank.  Consider removing the hubcaps in a high-threat area.  Open the trunk carefully, looking in from the side of trunk lid for wires or strings.  Keep only the bare necessities in your trunk.  When opening the hood, open it slowly while looking for wires or strings connected to it.  Consider taking a picture of your engine compartment to use while you search, comparing the picture with what you see to find anything that doesn’t belong.  Use the passenger door when you enter the car to search it.  Look for suspicious wires or objects under the dashboard or attached to the car.

