PROTECTING RESIDENCE CHECKLIST
· Protecting Your Residence.
· It is to your advantage to view your residence from a hostile perspective. Ask yourself, “how would I get in without the keys?” Would it be easy? If so, it will be easy for the burglar or terrorist as well. 

· Personally conduct an overall security survey considering the following: 

· Improvements to outdoor lighting, doors and door hardware (install deadbolt locks), windows, and other sources of entry. 

· Install wide-angle peepholes in all entrances at a height each member of the family can use. 

· Use timers on lights, radios and other appliances while you're away. 

· Prepare for possible power failure; have working flashlights, battery-powered radios, candles, etc. 

· If allowed, a dog is a good investment for intrusion detection and alarm. 

· Develop friendly relations with your neighbors. They can be allies in a neighborhood security program. 

· Get to know other Americans living nearby and make arrangements to assist one another should the need arise. 

· Restrict who has the keys and maintain an inventory.  Make sure to lock all entrances at night or when you are away. 

· When you are away, leave the house with a lived-in appearance.  Stop deliveries or direct them to a neighbor's home.  Note the police or a trusted neighbor of your absence. 

· If you will have household help, check them out.  Check their references.  Insist they follow your rules. 

· Know and prominently display key emergency numbers, such as local police, base security police, fire department, hospital, school, reliable neighbors, etc. 

· Consider establishing a “safe room” to retreat to in the event an intruder gets in your home.  At a minimum it should be a walk-in closet or bathroom you can lock, which has a good, strong door. Consider installing a phone (cellular phone preferred) and other items, such as a fire extinguisher and perhaps personal defense weapons (i.e., chemical sprays, firearms, etc.). 

· Know the firearms laws. In home defense, firearms can be as much a liability as an asset.  You must know how to use them and practice with them regularly.  Keep an eye on the neighborhood.  Report anything out of the ordinary. 
· Alternative Housing.  If you have to live off base, consider the criminal and terrorist threat. 

· Remember well-designed and managed apartment complexes or clusters of like homes offer natural security advantages. 

· Avoid dead-end streets or cul-de-sacs. 

· Choose a residence that sets back well off the road and that has a high wall next to the street.

· Consider the route to work. Is there ample opportunity to vary your route? Are the roads reasonably well maintained and well traveled? 

· If physically and financially possible, select a residence with clear approaches, more than one access road, and off-street parking. 

