DETERMINATION AND FINDING
Ref. FAR Part 5.101/5.202
(Display of Contracting Actions)


DETERMINATION

It is determined that there is not a place within the contracting office or the surrounding area of the U.S. Support Group that can be considered to be a “Public Place” (for security reasons) for displaying solicitations to meet the intent of FAR Part 5.101(a)(2) for contracting actions from $5,000 to $25,000 that are solicited other than orally for award (to benefit U.S. Small Businesses).  It is also determined that even if a public place should ever become available that displaying other than oral solicitations in the country of Country X is impractical and does not serve the intent of the Small Business Act by assisting small businesses operating in the U.S. in  obtaining contracts and subcontracts.  

FINDING

Currently there is no place at the Contracting Office, U.S. Support Group-Country X proper that can be considered a “Public Place” for displaying solicitations if the intent of FAR Part 5.101(a)(2) were to be met.  The Support Group does not allow the “Public” on to the real estate occupied by U.S. servicemembers or DoD civilians without an escort or special pass. It is not clear as to how one can solicit U.S. sources through display of a solicitation (in a public place in a foreign country) when the majority of the U.S. public is in the U.S. at any one time. It does not meet the intent of the Small Business Act in assisting small business concerns in obtaining contracts and subcontracts.  There is the question of how U.S. Small Businesses operating in the U.S. would gain physical access to the public display of solicitations in Country X. 
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