
OVERVIEW

The Government-wide Purchase Card (GPC) is similar to a commercial credit card issued to authorized agency personnel to use to acquire and pay for supplies, services and construction within specified limits using simplified acquisition procedures.(FAR13.001, 003(a))

DISCUSSION

· Governing Directives

· AFI 64-117, The Air Force Government-wide Purchase Card (GPC) Program, 31 January 2006

· Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR), 1 July 2009

· Key Thresholds:

· Micro Purchase Limit/Single Purchase Limit (SPL)


$3,000.00 per purchase

· Recurring Services SPL





$2,500.00 per fiscal year

· Non-recurring Services SPL





$2,500.00 per requirement

· Construction SPL






$2,000.00 per project

· Maximum GPC purchase limit




$25,000.00 per purchase

· NOTE:  The SPL in the FAR is $3,000.00 while the SPL in current version of AFI 64-117 is $2,500.00.  Agency/Organization Program Coordinator (A/OPC) may raise SPL on case by case basis to $3,000.00.

When purchasing below the SPL, the Open Market Concept is used - shop for the best value.  When exceeding the SPL up to the maximum of $25,000.00, competition must be documented with a data collection sheet, three GSA sources, copies of price quotes and required coordinations and approvals.

· Exceptions:
· Warranted Contracting Officers refer to AFI 64-117 and FAR for limit parameters

· Contingency/Exercise Operations limits differ – see AFI 64-117, para 2.6 and FAR

· OCONUS operations limits differ - see AFI 64-117, para 2.5 and FAR 

· Training and education up to $25,000.00 (AFI 64-117, para 2.11) – GSA sources and competition not required

· Unauthorized uses defined in AFI 64-117, chapter 2

· Common Errors:

· GPC is not used for government travel or to purchase food

· GPC is universally accepted - questions usually involve budget policy and appropriateness versus acceptance

· GPC rules are not waiverable or subject to compromise

· Banking and Financial Systems:

· Approving Officials – maximum of 7 cardholder accounts

· Funds are loaded by Resource Advisors & the Financial Services Office (FSO) into the Air Force Accounting System via AF Forms 4009 through the Automated Business Services System

· FSO and A/OPC match fund loads into the US Bank financial system – Access On-line

· Most common reason for card decline – insufficient funds in banking system

SUMMARY

The Government Purchase Card program is a highly effective and responsive purchasing program allowing cardholders and approving officials to quickly and easily meet mission requirements.  Teamwork is the key.

Training Requirements:

· Defense Acquisition University CLG 001 Initial, CLG 004 Refresher, CLG 005 PCOLS, on-line

· Initial GPC Classroom Training

· Access Web-based Training
· See our 50 CONS GPC Web Site for access to all resources!
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