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OVERVIEW
[bookmark: LOC_P1004_181716]Pursuant to Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 15.602, it is the policy of the Government to encourage the submission of new and innovative ideas in response to Broad Agency Announcements, Small Business Innovation Research topics, Small Business Technology Transfer Research topics, Program Research and Development Announcements, or any other Government-initiated solicitation or program. When the new and innovative ideas do not fall under topic areas publicized under those programs or techniques, the ideas may be submitted as unsolicited proposals. An unsolicited proposal is therefore, a written proposal that is submitted to a Government agency on the initiative of the submitter for the purpose of the obtaining a contract with the Government and is not in response to a Government-initiated solicitation or program.  It is another means for the Government to obtain innovative or unique methods or approaches to accomplishing their missions from sources outside the Government.

DISCUSSION
· [bookmark: LOC_P1006_182233]Pursuant to FAR 15.603 (c), a valid unsolicited proposal must:
· Be innovative and unique;
· Be independently originated and developed by the offeror;
· Be prepared without Government supervision, endorsement, direction, or direct Government involvement;
· Include sufficient detail to permit a determination that Government support could be worthwhile and the proposed work could benefit the agency’s research and development or other mission responsibilities;
· Not be an advance proposal for a known agency requirement that can be acquired by competitive methods, and
· Not address a previously published agency requirement.

· [bookmark: LOC_P1073_190095]Criteria for Acceptance & Negotiation of an Unsolicited Proposal (FAR 15.607) 
· A favorable comprehensive evaluation of an unsolicited proposal does not, in itself, justify awarding a contract without providing for full and open competition. The Contracting Officer shall return an unsolicited proposal to the offeror, citing reasons, when its substance:
· Is available to the Government without restriction from another source;
· Closely resembles a pending competitive acquisition requirement;
· Does not relate to the activity’s mission; or
· Does not demonstrate an innovative and unique method, approach, or concept, or is otherwise not deemed a meritorious proposal.
· The contracting officer may commence negotiations on a sole source basis only when:
· An unsolicited proposal has received a favorable comprehensive evaluation;
· A justification and approval has been obtained (see 6.302-1(a)(2)(i) for research proposals or other appropriate provisions of subpart 6.3, and 6.303-2(b));
· The agency technical office sponsoring the contract furnishes the necessary funds; and
· The contracting officer has complied with the synopsis requirements of subpart 5.2.

· Pursuant to 50 CONS Guidebook, Unsolicited Proposals, 15.6, the monitor for Unsolicited Proposals is LGCP. 
SUMMARY
Unsolicited proposals allow unique and innovative ideas or approaches that have been developed outside the Government to be made available to Government agencies for use in accomplishment of their missions. Unsolicited proposals are offered with the intent that the Government will enter into a contract with the offeror for research and development or other efforts supporting the Government mission, and often represent a substantial investment of time and effort by the offeror.  When the new and innovative ideas do not fall under topic areas publicized under Government-initiated solicitations or programs, the ideas may be submitted as unsolicited proposals.

TRAINING RESOURCES
FAR Part 15.6 Unsolicited Proposals:  http://farsite.hill.af.mil/reghtml/regs/far2afmcfars/fardfars/far/15.htm#P996_180601 
AFFARS MP5315.606: http://farsite.hill.af.mil/reghtml/regs/far2afmcfars/af_afmc/affars/MP5315.606.htm 
*Note, this MP includes a cover page to protect the information in the UP!
USMC UP Brochure/Guide:
http://www.hqmc.usmc.mil/CMPG/usmc_cmpg/files/pdf/Unsolicited-Proposals-The-Basics-Jan06.pdf


