DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

United States Air Force
Ho Gian, Vietnam

												

Determination and Findings

1.  An unauthorized commitment was initiated by a member of Transportation for services for repair of a flatbed trailer.  This determination and finding is based on requirements cited in FAR 1.602-3.

Findings

2.  Details: Last week while CE was coming back onto the base their flatbed trailer stalled out on the side of the road.  A1C Duffie flagged down AL-Mulla Rentals who proceeded to fix the vehicle.  After AL-Mulla fixed the vehicle he handed A1C Duffie an invoice for payment for the flatbed trailer. A1C Duffie was not aware that he obligating the government and took the information directly to his commander. A1C Duffie has been briefed by SrA Candida Keller on unauthorized commitments and the proper procedure for authorizing the government

3.  The unauthorized commitment was not made to circumvent or evade the procurement statutes and regulations.  The commitment resulted from an urgent or emergency requirement or from a mistake of fact on the part of Gov’t personnel.  The services have been provided to and accepted by the Gov’t. The Gov’t has obtained a benefit resulting from performance of the unauthorized commitment.  The contractor relied on the apparent authority of an officer or employee of the Gov’t.  The resulting contract would have otherwise been proper if made by an appropriate contracting officer.  Funds were available at the time the commitment was made.  The Gov’t was not otherwise precluded by law from procuring the services.  The price to be paid is considered fair and reasonable.  The payment is not for unallowable costs.  There is no doubt concerning a question of law or fact.

Determination

4.  This unauthorized commitment has been determined to be otherwise proper and is recommended for ratification by the proper authority
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                                                                      Contracting Officer
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                                                                      ____________________
                                                                      Counsel

