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OVERVIEW
-  Advisory and Assistance Service Contracts is a category of service contracts where the purpose is to effectively obtain various “intellectual” services in the areas of policy making, decision management, administration etc.  It is a legitimate way to improve Government services and operations when the expertise is required, but not readily available within the DoD or other federal agencies.  

DISCUSSION
-  Advisory and Assistance services involve three major categories:

-  Management and professional support services.  This category consists of services that—
    -- Provide engineering or technical support, assistance, advice, or training for
the efficient and effective management and operation of organizations, activities, or systems; and
    -- Include efforts that support or contribute to improved organization or program management, logistics management, project monitoring and reporting, data collection, budgeting, accounting, auditing, and administrative or technical support for conferences and training programs

-   Studies, analyses, and evaluations.  This category consists of services that—
    -- Provide organized, analytical assessments to understand or evaluate complex issues to improve policy development, decision-making, management, or administration;
    -- Result in documents containing data or leading to conclusions or recommendations; and
  
-  Engineering and technical services.  This category consists of services that take the form of advice, assistance, training, or hands-on training necessary to maintain and operate fielded weapon systems, equipment, and components (including software when applicable) at design or required levels of effectiveness.

SUMMARY
Although a very effective tool, Advisory and Assistance does not provide contractors with any decision making authority.  Additionally, both government and contractor personnel should be able to distinguish Inherently Governmental Activities (see our other Inherently Governmental Activities Primer).

TRAINING RESOURCES 
· FAR Part 37.2-Advisory and Assistance Services
http://farsite.hill.af.mil/reghtml/regs/far2afmcfars/fardfars/far/37.htm
· Advisory and Assistance Services Policy Memo – 17 Nov 05, rev. 1
https://www.my.af.mil/gcss-af/USAF/AFP40/d/1075940151/Files/5337/aqx-memo-17nov05.pdf#zoom=100%
· Advisory and Assistance Services Policy Memo – 23 Jul 01
https://www.my.af.mil/gcss-af/USAF/AFP40/d/1075940151/Files/5337/aqx-memo-23jul01.pdf#zoom=100%
· AFSPC  A7 Advisory & Assistance Services Policy Memo – Sep 06
https://wwwd.my.af.mil/afknprod/DocView.asp?DocID=3113872
· AFSPC Advisory and Assistance Guide – Jul 07
https://www.my.af.mil/gcss-af/USAF/AFP40/Attachment/20070719/AFSPC%20AAS%20Guide%20(v%203).doc

