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More Armored Vehicles Sought

The Pentagon is fast-tracking a multibillion-dollar competition to outfit ground forces in Afghanistan with new off-road terrain armored vehicles that protect against rocket-propelled grenades and explosive devices.

"This is a high priority accelerated acquisition in support of the global war on terror," according to the Pentagon request, which means manufacturers would have to set aside other projects to meet the military's demand as soon as possible. The first set of vehicles is expected to be delivered next fall.

The Defense Department said it could buy between 2,080 and 10,000 of the so-called MRAP-All Terrain Vehicles for use by the Army and Marines Corps. Among the companies likely to compete for the contract are the U.S. subsidiary of British defense conglomerate BAE Systems, Bethesda-based Lockheed Martin, Humvee maker AM General and Navistar International.

