DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

3015 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-3015

ACQUISITION AND
TECHMNOLOGY

MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDER, UNITED STATES SPECIAL OPERATIONS
COMMAND

COMMANDER, UNITED STATES TRANSPORTATION
COMMAND

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
(ACQUISITION, LOGISTICS, AND TECHNOLOGY),
ASA(AL&T)

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
(RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT & ACQUISITION),
ASN(RDA)

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE
(ACQUISITION), SAF/ACQ

DIRECTORS, DEFENSE AGENCIES

DIRECTORS, DOD FIELD ACTIVITIES

SUBJECT: Department of Defense (DoD) Senior Contracting Leadership Positions

Section 813 of the John Warner National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2007 (Public. Law. 109-364), directed DoD to establish a “Panel on Contracting
Integrity.” The purpose of the Panel is to conduct a Department-wide review of progress
made to eliminate areas of vulnerability in the DoD contracting system that allow fraud,
waste, and abuse to occur and to provide Congress recommendations for continued
improvement in law, regulation and policy that it determines necessary to eliminate such
areas of vulnerability.

Unfilled senior contracting leadership (SCL) positions present a risk to integrity in
contracting and should be minimized. To promote corrective action planning, we request
you develop succession plans for SCL positions to preclude the use of dual assignments
and long-term “acting” leaders and to minimize vacancies consistent with statutory and
regulatory requirements.

The attached form contains a listing of SCL positions compiled by the DoD
components. We request organizations to complete the information in the attached form
and to develop succession plans for their respective positions. Return completed forms
and provide initial succession plans by July 1, 2008 and annually thereafter.

DY



In addition to the information provided in the form, each succession plan should
address the following elements:

— A list of potential subordinate or associate positions qualified to assume each
civilian SCL position;

— Typical experiences, capabilities and training necessary for SCL incumbents to
execute the functions of that position;

— Initiatives to reduce the length of vacancies and ensure an orderly succession.
Since military contracting positions currently conform to military manpower and
career progression plans, full succession plans for these billets are not necessary. Report

only the military position(s) qualified and tasked to assume each military SCL position.

My point of contact for this action is Ms. Mary Thomas, 703-693-7895,

mary.thomas@osd.mil.

James I. Finley

Attachment
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