Clarifications to EO 13123 Reporting Guidance for 2005 Annual Reporting

On Renewable Energy

Prepared by Renewable Working Group Subcommittee

The current guidance on reporting of renewable energy against the renewable energy use goal and the off-set of renewable energy purchases against the energy efficiency goals should remain as is for 2005 Annual Reporting purposes– with the following clarifications:

The Renewable Energy use goal is that “the Federal Government strive to have the equivalent of 2.5% of facilities’ electricity consumption come from new renewable energy sources by 2005.”  

Renewable Energy Sources that currently qualify include:

Biomass - under the definition of the Biomass Research and Development Act of 2000 “organic matter available on a renewable or recurring basis, including agricultural crops and trees, wood and wood wastes and residues, plants (including aquatic plants), grasses, residues, fibers, and animal wastes, municipal wastes, and other waste materials.”; Clarification
Geothermal Energy - includes direct thermal or power and geothermal heat pumps. 

Landfill Gas - (as defined as “Landfill gas is a combination of methane and carbon dioxide created from the natural decomposition of organic waste disposed in a landfill.”); Clarification
Purchased Renewable Energy - (for as long as the purchase contract is valid.)  Note that the renewable portion of the utility’s normal generation mix is not counted, including State renewable portfolio standards (RPS) delivered as part of normal generation mix.; Clarification
Renewable Energy from Facilitated Projects – Renewable energy generated from facilitated projects on Federal or Tribal lands in FY05 will count toward the 2005 Federal Renewable Energy goal.  See Renewable Energy Attributes below. Clarification 
Solar Energy including Passive Solar – Passive solar energy that is documented may be counted toward the Renewable Energy Goal, with the thermal energy captured converted to electrical equivalency;  No change except clarification on passive.

Renewable Energy Certificates (“RECs or Green Tags”) from qualifying sources*. 

Wind Energy – No change.

New Renewable Sources – to be counted, all qualifying sources must have come on line after 1990.  Documented expansions in resources of projects after 1990 of sources originally on line before 1990 will count. No Change
Renewable Energy Attributes: Only the proportion of the renewable energy and/or environmental attributes from renewable on-site projects, facilitated projects or purchases which are retained by the agency can be counted against the Renewable Energy Goal.  That portion of renewable energy and/or environmental attributes retained by, transferred or sold to a third party, cannot be counted toward the Federal Renewable Energy Goal, including electric service providers who retain ownership of renewable energy attributes to meet renewable portfolio standards. New text.
Renewable Energy Attributes Exceptions:  FEMP will consider projects that significantly expand Renewable Energy generation for exception to this guidance on a case by case basis.  New text
Renewable Energy Transportation/Mobility Fuel Use (including that used in stationary equipment) can be counted against the goal through FY 2005. No change
Impact of renewable energy use on the Energy Efficiency Goals:

The Renewable Energy or Renewable Energy Credits purchased directly from qualifying renewable sources should be subtracted from the conventional energy when calculating the energy use reduction goal on the Agency Scorecard, per existing guidance (See: Guidance for Counting Renewable Energy Projects and Green Energy Purchases toward Progress in Reaching Greenhouse Gas and Energy Reduction Goals; page 2).  This subtraction on the Scorecard is in order for energy use figures to correctly show conventional energy use.  No change.   

Reductions in conventional energy due to production and use from on-site renewable energy projects are automatically captured in a decrease in the reporting of the facility’s conventional energy use and the renewable energy used from these on-site projects should not be subtracted twice. No change.
Renewable energy from facilitated projects will not count in determining the Energy Efficiency Goal performance, unless the Renewable Energy or Renewable Energy Credits are purchased or retained.  New Text
* Qualifying sources are those described in this guidance.  For FY05, sources that have been verified by an independent third party are encouraged.  





