Combat ID demonstration emphasizes global priority
Working with the U.S. Army, the U.S. Marine Corps and allied troops, Joint Forces Command recently assessed new technology and tactics designed to improve combat identification for ground soldiers.
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(NORFOLK, VA -- Oct. 10, 2003) - Finding ways to reduce fratricide is a mission foremost in the minds of leadership at all levels of the American military and its NATO allies. 
Recently, U.S. Joint Forces Command concluded the Dismounted Soldier Identification Demonstration (DSID), a two week assessment of new technologies, training and tactics to provide infantrymen an improved ability to engage the enemy and minimize the risk of fratricide.
“The goals of our field assessment are traceable to the needs of infantrymen to identify other friendly infantrymen, U.S. and coalition, in the heat of battle, improve their own combat effectiveness and minimize the incidence of fratricide,” explained John Miller of USJFCOM’s Coalition Combat Identification (CCID) team. 
NATO has determined that DSID, based on Laser/Radio Frequency Query and Response devices on individual weapons and equipment holds promise for aiding infantrymen in this and is in the process of developing an agreement within the alliance to standardize interoperable technologies.
“These devices have never really been taken to the field and put in the hands of infantrymen in a force-on-force scenario. That’s what ACTDs (Advanced Concept Technology Demonstration) are about. We take a technical proposal to help solve an urgent military need and we get the warfighters engaged as early as possible to go out and see if that solution makes sense. If the technologies are mature and the users determine that they improve warfighting then our purpose is to accelerate getting them fielded and in use.”
The demonstration was conducted as part of the CCID ACTD, a multiyear year project intended to identify and demonstrate interoperable combat identification systems in coalition air-to-ground and ground-to-ground environments, develop common tactics, techniques and procedures for coalition operations, and encourage allied teaming and joint acquisition of CID systems. 
The ACTD is operationally sponsored by USJFCOM and the Army’s Communications and Electronics Command provides technical leadership among the participating services. The DSID event was the first of several field assessments planned for the balance of the ACTD scheduled to conclude in 2005.
The event included both day and night operations and was conducted at the state-of-the-art training facility for Military Operations in Urban Terrain (MOUT) at Ft. Benning, Ga. Ground forces were company-sized, made up of U.S. Army, U.S. Marine Corps, and Canadian infantry elements. 
Spain, Australia, Germany, Italy, Sweden and France sent observers to the event. 
The allied make-up of the participating units served to underscore the importance of combat identification, not only to the U.S., but to its coalition partners as well.
“Combat ID is one of NATO’s top priorities,” began United Kingdom’s Royal Air Force Wing Cdr. David M. Beckwith, an operational concept development staff officer at Allied Command Transformation. 
“With the expansion of the Alliance, you have more players coming into the team with different colored shirts. So, to be able to identify them as a friend, is, obviously, fundamental.”
“There has already been a development of some Standardized NATO Agreements (STANAGs) and that work is ongoing. It’s under things like the STANAGs that the conceptual framework and the tactics, techniques, and procedures can hang. The STANAGs that have been worked so far, have set some important ‘must dos’ for the technical guys to work to – some important guidelines, so we don’t have nations going off and developing something that might be marvelous technology but which, ultimately, is not interoperable within the NATO battlespace,” continued Beckwith.
Miller explained that the CCID project was recognized early on as one of international significance and, therefore, was given additional emphasis. “There’s a formal process for getting an ACTD started on the U.S. side,” Miller said. 
“What is not really apparent to many people, who don’t know and who aren’t involved, is there is now also a process for taking selected ACTDs and getting them recognized by NATO. That’s what we did that with this ACTD in 2001, in collaboration with ACT, and the result of that is that the CCID ACTD is now formally recognized as a NATO project and priority as well. The mechanism is now in place to do some very timely things.”
The DSID event produced a wealth of data from instrumentation at the Ft. Benning MOUT facility and post-event surveys generated by the participants after each mission. 
That information was gathered and is being evaluated by the Joint Combat Identification Evaluation Team (JCIET), headquartered at Eglin AFB, Fla., a subordinate unified command of USJFCOM.
“In addition to learning a great deal about the system’s actual performance, we gathered a wealth of feedback from the users on the impact of the technology on their operations and tactical procedures,” added Miller.
“Anybody who was there will confirm that to the last day the units involved, from leaders to the most junior rifleman, were giving us their impressions in great quantity and quality regarding DSID technologies and how they might be used.” 

DSID organizers said the next major assessment venue for the ACTD will be Combined Joint Task Force Exercise 04 (CJTFex-04) in June 2004.
