Issue: TOPSS 1.9 Goes Live
Issue
Total Operational Picture Support System release 1.9 goes live on May 24.
Discussion
TOPSS 1.9 is the latest iteration of the SPOT ES business intelligence tool that leverages heterogeneous data sources to put the power of data reporting and analysis in hands of analysts to make immediate and effective decisions, based on SPOT, JAMMS, and other authoritative data sources. TOPSS 1.9 extends the powerful analytical data warehouse representations of TOPSS to add additional capacity and flexibility for generating user reports.   TOPSS now allows users to quickly and interactively navigate through various dimensions of data, providing support for slicing, dicing, drill-down, roll-up, and pivot: powerful business intelligence capabilities that are available to the variety of TOPSS visualization mechanisms.
TOPSS 1.9 achieves better performance along with increased robustness, cleanly and efficiently interoperating with tightly integrated SPOT ES data sources like SPOT, and external data sources, like FPDS-NG, accessed via web services and file interchange. TOPSS 1.9 enhancements include:
Standard Reports
TOPSS Standard Reports are pre-defined reports that consist of a number of user parameters and report visualizations (tables, maps, and/or graphs) that satisfy the most common set of operational data analysis requirements from the TOPSS user community.  These Standard Reports are enhanced in TOPSS 1.9, in a variety of ways.  The user parameter interfaces have been completely revamped to include adoption of the SPOT ES look and feel and the ability to directly export report results to Excel or CSV files.  In addition, full historical data support is provided, allowing the user to specify an “as of” date for any of the reports.  TOPSS 1.9 currently provides 28 standard reports.
SPOT ES User Interface
TOPSS 1.9 has been enhanced to use the new SPOT ES user interface look and feel throughout the application, providing a more consistent, easy-to-use user experience. This redesign enhances the user experience and lays a foundation for Section 508-compliant accessibility in future TOPSS releases.
Dashboards and Widgets
User-configurable set of dashboards and widgets are another TOPSS 1.9 enhancement.  Widgets are individual visualization components such as maps, tables, and graphs that can dynamically and interactively access and display portions of the TOPSS data universe.  Multiple TOPSS widgets are combined into a TOPSS dashboard that users can tailor, that are engineered to ensure that data navigation activities in one widget affect other widgets.  TOPSS 1.9 provides a set of 12 different visualization widgets that users can combine into a custom dashboard.  
Flexible Access Control
TOPSS 1.9 provides a richly customizable mechanism for controlling data and visualization components that specific users are able to access, through a TOPSS attribute-based access control mechanism.  A user’s access is controlled by specifying a combination of their roles, organizations, locations, and accessible data sources.  
Integration with the SPOT ES Architecture
TOPSS is part of the SPOT ES suite of systems, so TOPSS 1.9 will follow the SPOT ES migration to a PKI-only login mechanism.  A future release will allow an authorized user to login to SPOT and then seamlessly navigate to TOPSS without needing to login separately. 
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