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Ms. Kerry Ann Powell currently serves as Director, 

Contingency Program Management (CPM).  In this 

capacity, she is responsible for developing, integrating 

and implementing “Contingency Management” within 

the Office of the Secretary of Defense. 

 

Ms. Powell has served as a government civilian for 26 

years for a number of agencies across the Department of 

Defense.  Previous assignments include Contracting 

Specialist, Procurement Analyst, Acquisition Specialist, 

Director, Small Business Development and Program 

Manager, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Inspector 

General Assistant and Lead Surety Chemical/Biological 

Management Team Inspector, the U.S. Army Materiel 

Command; and Acquisition Specialist, Office of the 

Secretary of Defense, Acquisition, Technology & 

Logistics (AT&L), Logistics & Materiel Readiness (L&MR), Program Support (PS).     

 

Ms. Powell has served in two overseas deployments in support of large scale contingency 

operations.  She served as a Contracting Officer during Operation Desert Storm/Desert 

Shield (1991); Chief, Interagency Relations for United States Forces – Afghanistan; and  

Director, Business and Economic Development, ISAF Joint Command during Operation 

Enduring Freedom (2009-2011).   She is a graduate of the U.S. Army Management Staff 

College, and studied Business Management and Administration at Hawaii Pacific 

University and American Public University.  She is also Defense Acquisition Workforce 

Level III certified (Contracting). 

 

She has received numerous awards,  most notably, the Joint NATO Medal Award; 

Defense Superior Civilian; Army Superior Civilian; and the Small Business Specialist of 

the Year Award.   


