
Sealift Support FAQs
1. How do I know if my organization is eligible to request DoD sealift support?

Check to see if your organization is eligible by reviewing the Economy Act, 31 USC 1535, 1536, and DoD 4500.56, DoD Policy on the use of Transportation and Traffic Management. 

2. Where do I send my request?

Requests should be sent to the appropriate address based on guidance in the table below.
3. Are there costs involved?

Reimbursement is required by several laws. Title 31 USC 1301 states funds may be used only for the purpose for which they were appropriated. DoD may not expend funds to support another organization’s mission.  If the transportation is provided by common user lift assets funded by a working capital fund, by law, must be reimbursed by the user.  Finally the Economy Act itself requires reimbursement. An Economy Act request for transportation must include a fund cite or the name and address of the person responsible for payment.
4. How do federal agencies submit requests?
Prepare a letter or memo detailing all the pertinent information. Be sure to include key information in the memo such as the number of pieces, weight and cube of all cargo; travel times; travelers’ names, titles, and positions, if any and special requirements of either cargo or passengers. Additionally, the request must certify that:
· The support requested in the national interest;

· Commercial transportation is not available or is otherwise not satisfactory (explain why); and

· The DoD will be reimbursed for the service performed.

Follow Economy Act guidance for requests.
5. How do foreign governments submit requests?

Prepare a letter or memo detailing all the pertinent information, including specific information about cargo or passengers as outlined in question 4 above, and providing an explanation supporting the reason for the request.  
6. How do non-government organizations submit requests?

Non-government organizations (NGOs) may be supported under the authority of the Economy Act if the requested transportation is in direct support for the mission of another federal agency.  A formal request must come to the DoD by the supported federal executive agency and not from the NGO directly.  All other criteria must apply, i.e., must be in the national interest, commercial transportation not available and reimbursement will be made.
Table E5.T1.  Sealift Approval Procedures: Requests from DoD Components for Support
	From/Nature of the Request
	Approval
	Remarks

	E5.3 Voluntary Intermodal Sealift Agreement (VISA)
	CDR USTRANSCOM with the approval of SECDEF
	Industrially funded (TWCF) using organic contract or foreign military-provided sealift

	E5.5 Large Medium Speed Roll-on (LMSR)
	CDR USTRANSCOM

COMMANDER, USTRANSCOM

508 Scott Dr

Scott Air Force Base, IL 62225

	See DOD Directive 4500.57 and the DoD Component implementing directives 

	E5.6 Ready Reserve Fleet (RRF)
	CDR USTRANSCOM for contingencies, exercises, training and testing of non-DoD cargo


	Sealift that is already scheduled for an official purpose; non-interference basis not requiring a larger vessel than for the mission; no displaced passengers or cargo; negligible additional cost to the government.


Table E5.T2.  Sealift Approval Procedures: Requests from Non-DoD Agencies of the U.S. Government for Support
	From/Nature of the Request
	Approval
	Remarks

	E5.2.1. Hostage repatriation
	Secretary of Defense

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

      Washington DC 20301-1000
	Requested by White House Military Office (WHMO) or Department of State (DoS). Provide movement data to ADUSD-TP

	E5.2.2. Domestic civil emergencies and disasters
	Secretary of Defense
	Requested by Federal agencies according to 
DOD Directive 3025.1. Reimbursable by the Federal Emergency Management Agency at the DoD rate. 

	E5.2.3 Civil Disturbance
	Secretary of Defense
	Requested by the Department of Justice (DoJ) according to DoD Directive 3025.12

	E5.2.3. Foreign disaster relief (humanitarian and refugee affairs)
	Secretary of Defense, or designee
	Requested by DoS. Provide movement data to 
ADUSD-TP

	E5.2.4. International humanitarian assistance (McCollum Amendment)
	Secretary of Defense
	Mission set-up in coordination with DoS and/or Agency for International Development but funded by DoD appropriations

	E5.2.5. International humanitarian assistance (Denton Amendment)
	Secretary of Defense
	Space-available movement of privately-owned donated goods

	E5.2.6. Drug Law Enforcement Agencies pursuant to section 1004 (b) (3), National Defense Authorization Act for FY1991, as amended
	Secretary of Defense, or designee
	Cost of support is funded from DoD counter-drug appropriations


	E5.2.7. Government Agency pursuant to the Economy Act
	OSD Executive Secretary for passengers; ADUSD-TP for cargo/cargo couriers. For requests that contain both passenger and cargo requirements, the OSD Executive Secretary is the approval authority.

Executive Secretary for DOD

1030 Defense Pentagon

Washington DC 20301-1030

-or-

Assistant Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Transportation Policy)

201 12th Street South

Suite 210A

      Arlington, VA 22202
	Fully reimbursable for all costs at the non-DoD U.S. Government tariff rate.

	E5.2.8. Government Agency not meeting Reference guidelines
	Secretary of Defense, Deputy Secretary of  Defense, or designee

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

      Washington DC 20301-1000

      Deputy Secretary of Defense

      1010 Defense Pentagon

      Washington DC 20301-1010
	

	E5.2.9. Noncombatant Evacuation Operations
	Secretary of Defense
	Requested by DoS. Reimbursable at non-DoD U.S. Government tariff rate


Table E5.T3.  Sealift Approval Procedures: Requests from Foreign Entities for Support
	From/Nature of the Request
	Approval1
	Remarks

	E5.3.1. Pursuant to an Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) in accordance with DoD Directive 2010.9 
	USTRANSCOM for common-user sealift services or the COCOM for OCONUS theater-assigned assets

COMMANDER, USTRANSCOM

508 Scott Dr

Scott Air Force Base, IL 62225

	Requested by White House Military Office (WHMO) or Department of State (DoS). Provide movement data to ADUSD-TP

	E5.3.2. Pursuant to an international agreement other than an ACSA or CMSA
	USTRANSCOM for common-user sealift services or the COCOM for OCONUS theater-assigned assets
	Terms of the agreement apply

	E5.3.3. Sealift under an FMS case
	Military Department FMS coordinator
	See guidance on transportation of FMS material

	E53.4. Sealift of foreign individuals and/or cargo
	Secretary of Defense or designee

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

      Washington DC 20301-1000


	See for eligibility and approval level guidance

	Footnote:

1Other requests not shown in these tables require Secretary of Defense approval.
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