NATIBO Annual Meeting 20-21 June 2006
The U.S. Office of the Secretary of Defense hosted the NATIBO annual meeting in San Diego, California.

Much of the meeting focused on status reports presented by members of working groups established under the NATIBO Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).

a.   The Multi-Service Regeneration Electrolyser/Fuel Cell Working Group (MREFWG) recently completed Phase III (vehicle demonstrator).  A feasibility study is scheduled to begin in the Fall of 2006 to determine readiness level of the system in various environments.  After the study is completed, a review of the data will help determine if it is reasonable to pursue Phase IV.  With a positive result, the MREFWG will be visiting stakeholders to acquire the necessary funding to begin Phase IV.  Phase IV will consist of the packaging and integration of the MREF Auxiliary Power Unit inside of a Stryker and/or Coyote vehicle, with a non-regenerative fuel source.  Phase IV would involve writing, negotiating and implementing a project arrangement – using the NATIBO MOU as the cooperative mechanism.

b.   The Homeland Defense Working Group (HDWG) undertook two extensive studies during the past year.  The first study, entitled “Assessment of Ongoing and Potential Military Collaboration on HD and Civil Support (CS),” identifies cooperative HD and CS initiatives between the U.S. and Canada in acquisition, logistics and technology activities involving military products. The assessment identifies ongoing or planned projects and programs, identifies gaps in current planning, and provides recommendations for future cooperative projects and programs.  The second study is entitled “Military Materiel Support for Civilian First Responders (FRs).”  The purpose of this study was to assess the North American geographic dispersal of military equipment critical to meeting the requirements of civilian FRs in the event of a national emergency in the U.S. or Canada.  The HDWG anticipates these reports will be published late summer.


c.   The Defense Industrial Base/Critical Infrastructure Protection Working Group conducted an assessment to determine the availability of Defense Industrial Base capabilities and the products and services needed to accomplish DoD military missions.  DCMA has established a three-phased approach to the Defense Critical Infrastructure Program partnership with the Canadian DND and work is being done to establish a project arrangement under the NATIBO MOU.
Representatives from the US DoD and Canadian DND presented informative briefings on the current political environment in their respective countries and the potential effects on US and Canadian defense policies/strategies in coming years.

An update on the progress of the work plans identified in NATIBO’s Business Plan was provided. The NATIBO 3 Year Business Plan is an advocacy document covering the 1 Jan 05 through 31 Dec 07 timeframe.  Focus for the coming year will be to begin planning the strategy for beyond 2007.   
The guest speaker from the San Diego State University Viz Center and Center for Homeland Security provided an informative briefing on Demonstration Strong Angel III.  Strong Angel III is a low-key demonstration of globally relevant methods for improving resilience within any community under pressure.  The guest speaker from the Deputy Provost Marshal Security, Canada Forces Department of National Defence provided insight into Canada’s integrated approach for force protection and security.  The guest speaker from the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command (SPAWAR) Systems Center (SSC) San Diego provided an overview on robotics research and development currently being conducted at SPAWAR.
Attendees toured the Command Center of the Future, the Robotics Lab and the SubNet Relay located at the SSC in San Diego.  SSC is the U.S. Navy's research, development, test and evaluation, engineering and fleet support center for command, control and communication systems and ocean surveillance.  
The 2007 annual meeting will be hosted by Canada’s Department of National Defence.
