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Table 1.  Radiological Characteristics of Plutonium and Americium 
 

Isotope Primary Particle Emitted Half-Life* in Years 

Pu-239 alpha 24,100 

Pu-240 alpha 6570 

Pu-241 beta 14.4 

Pu-242 alpha 376,000 

Am-241 alpha 432 

 
*See Definition List 
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