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Vision
Enable the rapid development, test, certification, deployment 
and acceptance of new products and services on the GIG by 
providing policies, processes, tools and a federated 
development and test infrastructure



3

Forge.mil

TODAY
• Siloed development environments
• Expensive and time consuming start-up 
• Limited exposure, sharing, or re-use
• Duplication of effort

Developer
Tester

User
Certifier

Shared Test & Development 
Tools/Services/Environments

Shared Asset 
Libraries & Repositories

Developer

FORGE.mil
• Agile development and testing 
• Cross-program sharing:  software and services
• Early and continuous collaboration 
• Integrated approach to development life cycle
• Extensible platform to support delivery of partner 
capabilities
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A collaborative platform to improve DoD’s ability to rapidly deliver dependable 
software and services in support of net-centric operations and warfare

Common test and evaluation environment 

Collaborative software development  and reuse

On-demand application development tools 

Agile certification process

Collaborative development of IT standards

Driving Innovation Through Collaboration

Forge.mil
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StandardsForge: 
Concept Development

Collaborative development of DoD IT standards and 
best practices

Associate package of standards with a development 
project

Future capability
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TestForge: 
In Development

On-demand test environment for all test and evaluation 
activities: developmental testing, operational testing, 
interoperability test, and IA testing

Future capability
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CertificationForge: 
In Development

Common evaluation criteria and an agile 
certification process to accelerate the 
certification of reusable, net-centric solutions

Definition Stage
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ProjectForge: 
In Development

Provides on-demand application lifecycle management 
tools to DoD projects and program on a fee-for-service 
basis

Early FY ‘10
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ProjectForge: 
In Development

Provides on-demand application lifecycle management 
tools to DoD projects and program on a Free for Open 
basis.

Available Toady / NIPR & SIPR
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SoftwareForge 
Initial Operational Capability

S/W Version
Control

Find Software

•

 

DoD Open Source

•

 

DoD Community Source

Develop Software

Project Workspaces

Providing Collaborative 
Application Lifecycle 
Management tools
to the DoD

NIPR – 17 APR 09
SIPR – 22 JUL 09

Transition to DISA DECC
Q1 – FY 2010

Trackers
Issue Management
Task Management
Wikis
Document Repository
…
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SoftwareForge 
New Project Criteria

• Open Source license or DoD community source agreement
• Not a ‘fork’ of an Open Source project
• Must allow open collaboration 

– All users have view permissions
– Willing to accept outside contributions (code, docs, etc.)

“Sandbox” projects available for free play & evaluation
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Community Overview

• DoD Civilian, Military, DoD contractors
• PKI User Authentication

– CAC or ECA Certificate 

• Open source or DoD community source projects
– Enable Re-use of common functionality
– Enable cross-DoD collaboration
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Collaborative Success

• 2200+ registered users & 90+ hosted projects & 
150+ software releases

• Shared expertise (collaboration centers)
– Lotus Domino
– Microsoft Sharepoint
– Microsoft Active Directory
– PKI & CAC Enablement
– OpenOffice

• Software
– DoDBastille – RHEL lockdown scripts
– NCES Reference Implementations
– NSLDSS  Development
– Optics – Remote sensing application & framework
– Many more …..
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Community Approach

Software, 
Systems, Services

DOD Acquisition 
Community

DOD Test and 
Evaluation Community DOD IA 

Community
DOD NETOPS

Community 
DOD Development

Community

Tools, Standards, Processes

Government, Industry & Academia 

Collaborative Development & 
Test Platform

Operational 
Environment

Agile
Development

Efforts
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Promote to Production 
though Network Zones 

Test & Development Zone

Validation/Pre-Production Zone

Production Zone

STIG’d

Un-STIG’d

Management Environment

Developers
Testers
Users
Certifiers
Decision Authorities

STIG’d
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Promote to production

Test & Development

Validation/Pre-Production

Production

STIG’d

Un-STIG’d

Management Environment

Developers
Testers
Users
Certifiers
Decision Authorities

STIG’d

Testing Services

Dashboard, Reporting & Monitoring

Build Libraries & Code Repositories

Production

Certification workflow, 
criteria & decision support 
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Question & Answer

Learn More:
– Forge.mil public information: www.disa.mil/forge
– Forge.mil in action: https://www.forge.mil 

(CAC or ECA Certificate Required)

– Forge.mil Webinar: https://connect.dco.dod.mil/p15484032/ 
– E-Mail: webmaster@forge.mil
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